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From the Author
Earlier in the day, we had come upriver from Clarksville. Along the way, the scenery kept
shifting back and forth from ancient to modern as if to emphasize nature’s gifts and man’s
changes.

Soon, the skyline of downtown Nashville came into view and within a short time we were tied
up at the foot of Broadway.

As late afternoon faded to night, we were struck by the beauty of the Shelby Avenue bridge
above us. Declared unsafe for modern traffic, it wisely was made into a pedestrian bridge. And
it is, indeed, a fine one. Dressed in shining white paint and flooded with dazzling lights, the
bridge is an outstanding tribute to what can be done with old structures to create a sense of
pride and accomplishment in all of us.

While we were walking to the center of this magnificent structure, the excursion boat “General
Jackson” passed under us, loaded with merrymakers making the most of a warm August
Friday night. We also saw our boat below as it rested easy against a backdrop of Nashville’s
tallest buildings. In the distance we could hear people having fun on Second Avenue. Only a
few years ago it was a decaying district of old buildings. Now, it’s an exciting blend of old and
new as many places offer food and entertainment fit for any visitor to America’s Music City.
Four days later, the contrast couldn’t have been greater.

We were on the Cumberland’s upper reaches, moving through quiet water between towering
bluffs. A bald eagle was flying in front of us. And if you have ever witnessed one in flight,
you know they fly like no other bird.

At each turn, we were greeted with sweeping vistas in which land, water and sky unfolded in
seemingly perfect harmony. For miles, the hand of man was absent. It was as if we were seeing what this part of the world must have looked like thousands, maybe even millions of years
ago. Our senses, now honed to a sharp edge, rose to the occasion.

So there you have it. Late in one week, the excitement of downtown Nashville. Early the next,
quiet and solitude so intense we could almost hear ourselves think.

Gently but securely tying it all together is the Cumberland River, offering new discoveries and
sights for those willing to go beyond the superficial existence of modern living.
This Third Edition represents my commitment to help you take your enjoyment of the
Cumberland to new heights and to make your experiences more satisfying.

Building upon previous editions, I have rechecked every foot of water and every marina and
anchorage. I have added new material and reviewed every word and sentence to make this
book your best possible companion at the helm.

Please contact me if I can help you or if I haven’t answered all your questions. I want you to
have a fine and memorable trip on the Cumberland, one of America’s most scenic and historic
rivers.

Fred Myers
Author & Publisher
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How to Use the CruiseGuide
WARNING! This book is not for navigational purposes nor is it
intended to substitute for government navigation charts and other official documents. The author and publisher disclaims any liability for
loss or damage to property or persons or expense and inconvenience
which may occur as a direct or indirect result of using or interpreting
any information contained in this book.
This cruising guide is easy to use at the helm because it’s small and lies flat, the
information is logically presented and there’s plenty of space for notes.
More detail could have been included. But that would have defeated the goal
of providing a concise yet reasonably complete summary of what you need
to know to make your cruise on the Cumberland River easier, safer and more
enjoyable.

There are two sections. The Reference Section provides valuable information
about traveling on the river. Yes, you will be tempted to skip over it. Don’t.
Read it carefully.

The Cruise Section describes the river beginning at mile 0.0 at the Ohio River
and ending at mile 381.0 at Celina, Tennessee, where the commercial navigation
channel ends.
Along the outside margin of each page is either a “DAYMARK” or “MILE”
designation. DAYMARK refers to the location of a specific navigation aid as
shown on official charts. MILE indicates an approximate location relative to
navigation aids and other physical objects.

Six other designations, MARINA, DOCKAGE, ANCHORAGE, LODGING,
RESTAURANT and FUEL also are used in the margin to quickly refer you to
the locations of those services.

How to find each marina and anchorage is related to natural features as much as
possible to help you find these facilities regardless of whether you are traveling
upstream or downstream.
Although marina operators supplied descriptions of marina services, the author
continually visits all marinas and verifies the information. If a service isn’t
listed, it probably isn’t available. Because services may change, call ahead if a
particular service is important to you. Unless otherwise specified, all marinas
accept one or more major credit cards.
Facilities aren’t rated because conditions under which you might use them are
too variable.
Reference Section
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For more detailed information about what there is to see and do along and near
the river, contact the sources listed at the back of the CruiseGuide.

Folks at marinas and cruising boaters recommended some of the anchorages
listed. The author decided the others also are worthy of your attention. Unless
otherwise noted, water depths refer to the center or near center of each embayment. You will notice locations on the official charts labeled as “First Class” or
“Second Class” harbor or “Safety Harbor.” These are where commercial tows
can be safely secured. You shouldn’t use them for overnight anchorages unless
necessary, particularly below Nashville where tow traffic is the heaviest.

Finally, remember that information in this book adds to the information you will
find in the official charts but it definitely isn’t a substitute. For the safety of you
and your boat, get a set of these charts from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The River Called the Cumberland
Although the Cumberland River isn’t one of the Nation’s largest rivers, it has
played an important role in the settlement and development of the South.

The river follows a winding course of 720 miles and drains an area of about
18,000 square miles. It begins in Harlan, Kentucky, with the joining of two
streams, Poor Fork and Clover Fork. Their headwaters are in the rugged mountains that straddle the Kentucky-Virginia state line.

From Harlan, the Cumberland flows west through thinly populated southeastern
Kentucky, over 68-foot Cumberland Falls and through Daniel Boone National
Forest. After being joined by the Laurel River, the Rockcastle River and the Big
South Fork of the Cumberland, it broadens into Lake Cumberland behind 242foot high Wolf Creek Dam.
Then the river turns south and flows into Tennessee where the Obey River joins
it at Celina. The Obey begins on the western slope of the Cumberland Plateau
and is impounded by Dale Hollow Dam just upstream from Celina.
The Cumberland’s commercial navigation channel begins at Celina.

From there, the river heads west and passes through Nashville and Clarksville
before turning northwest to parallel the Tennessee River and form the eastern
boundary of the Land Between The Lakes (LBL) national recreation area.

A manmade canal connects the Tennessee and the Cumberland just upstream
of Barkley Lock & Dam on the Cumberland and Kentucky Lock & Dam on the
Tennessee.
After about 33 more miles, the Cumberland joins the Ohio River.

First serving as a gateway for early settlers, the Cumberland became increasingly
important as a conduit for commerce. Between 1850 and 1860, the 340 steam8 Reference Section

boats licensed to carry passengers and cargo on the river carried more than a
million tons of freight.

Although the Civil War was very disruptive, freight shipments resumed after the
war ended. By 1871, the Cumberland was being regularly traveled by 26 steamboats.
Perhaps just as important as transporting freight, steamboats allowed people
to travel easily and inexpensively and brought new influences to hundreds of
towns and settlements. This was summed up in the following quote from the
Western Monthly Review in 1877: “A steamboat, coming from New Orleans,
brings to the remotest villages of our streams, and the very doors of the cabins,
a little Paris, a section of Broadway, or a slice of Philadelphia.”

Despite the utility and glamour of steamboat travel, there were hazards.
Steamboats were often ripped open by snags or rocks and stranded by sudden
changes in water levels. The resulting fires, explosions and capsizings killed and
injured hundreds of passengers. The most dangerous stretches of the river were
the five mile long Harpeth Shoals below Nashville and the eight miles of shoals
above Burnside, Kentucky.

Many surveys were conducted to determine how such hazards could be reduced
or eliminated. In 1887, engineers prepared designs for the first lock and dam on
the river to be built just below Nashville. Eventually, 15 lock and dam complexes
were built, six downstream and eight upstream from Nashville on the present
commercial navigation channel plus another near Burnside, Kentucky.
Even as these projects were being completed, their importance was fading.
Modern and powerful towboats capable of pushing several steel barges required
greater water depths and larger navigation locks than did the old steamboats.
The last commercially operated steamboats on the Cumberland, the “Burnside,”
the “Celina,” and the “Rowena,” stopped operating in 1933.

Also, emphasis was shifting to multipurpose development of the Cumberland.
This eventually resulted in structures to provide for electric power, flood control
and recreation as well as for navigation.

Today, there are four lock and dam complexes on the Cumberland between
the Ohio River and Celina: Barkley (Mile 30.6), Cheatham (Mile 148.7), Old
Hickory (Mile 216.2) and Cordell Hull (Mile 313.5). The river has a total shoreline of 2,206 miles.

Important Notes About Navigating
Perhaps the most important aspect of navigating the Cumberland is knowing the
level of each of the river’s four pools, namely Barkley Lake, Cheatham Lake,
Old Hickory Lake and Cordell Hull Lake.
Reference Section
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Pool levels don’t vary too much during the summer except just below the dams,
during extremely dry or wet years or during late winter and spring when heavy
rains may cause the river to rise to flood stage.
Beginning in midsummer, however, the level of Lake Barkley is gradually
reduced just as it is on Kentucky Lake on the Tennessee River. A free flowing
canal connects the two lakes.

The Tennessee Valley Authority begins to lower water levels on the Tennessee
River as part of its overall water management plan. By early fall, these lakes are
as much as five feet below normal pool and prepared for the usual heavy winter
and spring rains. The Corps of Engineers follows the same general plan in controlling the Cumberland.
Water level gages are at each dam and at other locations along the river. By
reading them as you pass you can determine actual pool level. You do this by
comparing the gage reading with the normal pool level given for each lake.

Lake levels are broadcast at certain times of the day by the local NOAA weather
stations on VHF channels WX 1, 2 or 3. Also, the Coast Guard, Group Ohio Valley,
includes lake levels in its announcements to navigation interests on channel 16.
When you know the actual pool level, you can easily determine approximate
water depth by comparing it with bottom contours indicated on official charts.
Here’s an example:

Suppose you are cruising upriver and at mile 93.0 you want to turn to port
and enter the Bellwood Creek embayment. You have seen from the charts that
the elevation of Barkley Lake at normal pool is 359 feet. They also show that
except for a narrow neck of deep water, the contour of the bottom as you enter
the embayment changes from an elevation of 350 feet to 354 feet. This means
that at normal pool you will soon encounter nine-foot water (359-350 = 9) then
five-foot water (359-354 = 5) as you leave the navigation channel.

The last gage you read was at the highway bridge at Dover, Tennessee, at Mile
88.8. At normal pool, it would read 359. But now it reads 356. That means you
have three feet less water under your boat. When you leave the navigation channel, the water depth will decrease to six feet then to two feet.

The charts can’t be made completely accurate because river conditions keep
changing. Also, indicated elevations of the river bottom don’t consider such
underwater obstructions as stumps. Good sense, slow speed and paying attention
to your depthfinder, however, will go a long way in keeping you out of trouble.
The following pool levels and gage locations from official charts are included
here for your convenience. Some gages may be illegible or even missing
because of accidental damage or recent high water.
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Lake
Ohio River to Barkley Dam
Barkley Lake
Cheatham Lake
Old Hickory Lake
Cordell Hull Lake

Normal Pool Elevation
302.0
359.0
385.0
445.0
504.0

Gage Location
Bridge, mile 2.8
Mile 24.1

Gage Reads
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Barkley Dam
Lower end of lock
Upper end of lock
Mile 53.6
Mile 59.0
Bridge, mile 63.1
Bridge, mile 88.8
Mile 126.5
Mile 140.3

02.0 at normal pool
59.0 at normal pool
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
0 at elevation 330.9
Elevation direct

Cheatham Dam
Lower end of lock
Upper end of lock
Mile 172.4
Bridge, mile 189.0
Riverfront Park, Mile 191.1
Mile 201.0
Bridge, mile 212.1
Mile 213.9

17.0 at normal pool
17.0 at normal pool
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
16.8 at normal pool
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Old Hickory Dam
Lower end of lock
Upper end of lock
Bridge, mile 239.5
Bridge, mile 262.9
Old lock wall, mile 299.5
Bridge, mile 308.2

13.0 at normal pool
17.0 at normal pool
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Cordell Hull Dam
Lower end of lock
Upper end of lock
Bridge, mile 357.6
Mile 364.8
Bridge, mile 380.8

19.0 at normal pool
16.0 at normal pool
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Reference Section
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Current:

The amount of current in the Cumberland depends on how much water is being
released through the hydro generating plants at the dams and where you are.
Under normal conditions, the system is regulated to maintain the navigation
channel and to provide for greatest generation of hydroelectric power relative
to the amount of available water. In an extremely dry year, the flow is greatly
reduced. But when the river is at flood stage, as much water as possible is routed
through the turbines and spillways.

Generally, during a normal summer, current for the first few miles below each
dam won’t exceed two to three miles per hour and will be considerably less than
that elsewhere.
An important point to remember is that water resulting from storms runs very
quickly from the hills and mountains in the upper part of the river’s watershed.
This can result in rapid increases in both current and the amount of debris in the
water, particularly upstream from Old Hickory Dam. If the river is near flood
stage and your boat is limited in terms of forward speed, you should wait until
water conditions improve.

Vertical Clearances:

For most pleasure boaters, the main navigation channel of the Cumberland
shouldn’t present any problems with vertical clearance. According to the official charts, the lowest vertical clearance below Nashville is 43 feet at normal
pool. That’s at the swing span railroad bridge at mile 185.2. The lowest above
Nashville is 41 feet at normal pool at the highway bridge at mile 349.5.

Power lines cross many embayments and tributaries and some are low enough
to present a serious hazard to sailboats. The official charts may not indicate all
of these crossings. For more specific information, call the Corps of Engineers in
Nashville, Tennessee at 615-736-5607.

How to Be Safe, Be Smart and Stay Healthy
Here are some important precautions and suggestions to remember as you cruise
the Cumberland River:
1. Areas just above and below all four dams on the river are danger zones.
They are shown on official charts and identified on the river by warning
signs and buoys. Because these dams produce electricity, there can be swirling water and strong underwater currents at powerhouse intakes. There also
can be sudden discharges from automatically operated sluice and trash gates
and from turbines. No sound or visual warnings indicate when and to what
12 Reference Section

degree these operations are about to occur. Except in the navigation channel, shallow water, rocks and fast current are common hazards below the
dams.

2. Anyone tending lines on a boat is required to wear a life jacket as the boat
approaches, is inside or is leaving a navigation lock. All other people on
your boat should stay off such potentially dangerous areas as exposed decks
and swim platforms.

3. Trot lines used by fishermen are common, especially in shallower water.
These lines have hooks at intervals and are supported by floats, usually plastic bottles. Stay clear of these floats to avoid getting the lines entangled in
propellers. Also, if you are having difficulty retrieving your anchor, it may
be hooked on a trot line. If at all possible, try to remove the lines from the
anchor after you retrieve it. Don’t cut them unless absolutely necessary.
4. When cruising close to shore, watch for high-speed fishing boats leaving
embayments and launch ramp areas.

5. Debris such as tree limbs, logs and other trash is most common during the
high rainfall months of February through April. Although much less debris
is in the river during the summer, watch for it at all times.

6. With rare exceptions, you can expect a soft to hard mud bottom where you
will be anchoring. Also, you may find a plow anchor (CQR) more effective
where there is a heavy infestation of aquatic weeds.
7. Because of obstructions such as stumps on the river bottom try this
method and save yourself considerable aggravation and maybe the cost of
an anchor: Tie a plastic jug buoy to the stock or fluke end of the anchor
with 1/4” nylon line a bit longer than the water depth. Then if the anchor
becomes hung under an obstruction, you can free it by pulling it backward
from the way it was set. Also, the buoy indicates your swinging area and
can prevent others from dropping their anchor over your line in a crowded
anchorage.

8. Dumping sewage from a boat is a violation of both Federal and State laws.
Violators face stiff fines. Use shore facilities whenever possible. Recently
passed Tennessee laws forbid discharge of raw sewage. Unless you have a
Type I or Type II MSD, you can’t legally discharge your waste.

9. Watch your wake. You are legally as well as socially responsible for it.
Most areas near marinas and narrow channels leading to them will be
marked with no-wake signs or buoys. Obey them. Some marinas will
sternly remind you on channel 16 to slow down if you fail to do so on
your own. Slow down when approaching other boats, especially on narrow
sections of the river and in narrower embayments where your wake could
swamp boats, damage docks, aggravate the erosion of the river’s banks and
intrude on others.
Reference Section
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10. Steer clear of river tows. Cruising in front of one is extremely dangerous
because of the captain’s limited visibility and inability to stop in time if you
should lose power or need to stop. Respect wakes created by tows. The rolling turbulance can cause you to lose control of your boat. It’s always wise
to contact the towboat captain on VHF channel 13 before passing or overtaking a tow.

11. Those wide expanses of open water can be deceptive. Be very cautious if
you leave a marked channel. Slow down, monitor your depthfinder and look
at the charts often. If you’re interested in extensively cruising a particular
part of the river, ask local boaters and marina operators first about water
depths and underwater obstructions that may not be indicated on charts.
12. Marine police patrol the river and have the same enforcement powers as
do their state police counterparts on land. Offenses committed on property
around locks and dams may legally come under Federal rather than State
jurisdiction.

13. Discharge of any firearms over open water from a moving boat can get you
into big trouble. Also, law enforcement agencies along the Cumberland
River are just as concerned about drug usage and trafficking as elsewhere
and the consequences are just as severe.

14. In both Tennessee and Kentucky, operating a boat while under the influence
of alcohol or any other drug is unlawful. The legal limit for blood alcohol
content is 0.10 percent. Even a first offense penalty involves a heavy fine
or jail sentence. Also, any person operating a boat on public waters implies
willingness to undergo drug or alcohol testing. Refusal to submit to testing
will result in a six-month suspension of the privilege to operate any vessel
subject to registration. In Kentucky, drinking alcoholic beverages in public
places is against the law except in licensed establishments. Public places
include waterways, marina docks and even the outside of your boat where
the public can see you. This law is aggressively enforced and fines are
heavy.
15. If you need medical help, have an emergency or need a tow, make your
situation known on channel 16. The Coast Guard, marine operator services,
marinas, lockmasters and other boaters monitor that channel and will try
to help. Just remember that communication along some stretches of the
Cumberland, especially the upper reaches, is difficult. Also, having enough
fuel and maintaining your boat properly to reduce the chances of your needing help is a responsibility you should be willing to accept.
16. Your sailboat mast shouldn’t come within 15 feet of any power line crossing.
17. The navigation locks and narrow stretches of the Cumberland River can
be especially confining and made more challenging by wind and current.
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Power boaters should understand that according to the Rules of the Road,
they are to give sailboats under sail the right of way in all situations. Even
when sailboats are under power, they deserve special consideration because
of their limited maneuverability. In more open water, sailboats should be
given wide berth and low wake in meeting and crossing situations. At the
same time, sailboaters should be aware of the limitations of their boats so
they won’t find themselves endangered by such things as current, lack of
maneuvering space or inability to get out of the way of river tows.

18. No boat is too small to carry a flare pistol and a first-aid kit.

19. Fog is always a hazard to boaters but even more so on rivers where sounds
and where they originate are distorted. Fog is common on the upper reaches
of the Cumberland because of cold water being released by upstream high
dams coming in contact with warmer air. When in doubt, wait it out.
20. If you decide to pull into a cove and take a swim, remember that much of
the land under lakes on the Cumberland River is flooded farmland. Just
out of sight may be stumps or fence posts with barbed wire. Check out the
water before you jump or dive in. Better yet, don’t jump or dive at all.

21. Federal law prohibits the dumping of any litter, trash, garbage or waste in
any federally controlled waterway. Keep waste on the boat and dispose of it
properly when you reach shore.
22. An interesting part of your journey on the Cumberland will be the wildlife
you will see. Such animals as deer, beaver and fox are common. But some
are especially worth watching for.

For example, the bald eagle population is increasing in the Bissell Bluff and
Dycusburg areas between the Ohio River and Barkley Lock & Dam and in
the Brimstone Creek and Seven Sisters Bluff areas along Cordell Hull Lake.
At rest, this national bird of the United States is strikingly stately. In flight,
it’s impressively graceful.
The osprey, a member of the hawk family, is a large bird of prey with a
wingspread of up to six feet. It is most common from Barkley Lock & Dam
upstream to about Dover and from Old Hickory Lock & Dam upstream to
near Gallatin.
The wood duck is most often seen on Cordell Hull Lake between
Gainesboro and Celina. Male wood ducks, the most colorful of all ducks,
have upper feathers that glitter with green, blue and purple. Always respect
wildlife by not disturbing animals in their natural habitat.

23. It’s against Federal law to dump anything in a river or stream under Federal
control. More important, you should be willing to do your part to keep the
Nation’s waterways clean and beautiful. Use pumpout stations and take
advantage of sanitary facilities on shore whenever possible. Keep all trash
Reference Section
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and garbage on board until you can properly dispose of it. The Mote Marine
Laboratory, Sarasota, Florida, has compiled figures showing how much time
is needed for common items to degrade. These examples may surprise you:
Paper towel
4 weeks
Cardboard box
2 months
Tin can
50 years
Styrofoam cup
50 years
Aluminum can
200 years
Disposable diaper
450 years
Plastic bottle
450 years
Monofilament fishing line
600 years

What You Should Know About Locking Through
Important! A lock can be closed for several days or weeks for repair. As part
of your trip planning, call the Corps of Engineers in Nashville, Tennessee, at
615-736-5607 to find out if any locks are on the schedule to be closed. None of
the four dams on the Cumberland have auxiliary locks.
Locks are operated at different times. The locks at Barkley Dam and Cheatham
Dam operate 24 hours a day. The lock at Old Hickory Dam operates only
between 6:00AM and 10:00PM.

The lock at Cordell Hull operates between 7:30AM and 4:00PM only by special
arrangement with the lockmaster at Old Hickory Dam. The phone number is
615-847-3281. You must contact the lockmaster at Old Hickory Dam before 12
noon on Friday to schedule any lockage on Saturday, Sunday or Monday. If you
wish to lock through Tuesday through Friday, you must notify the lockmaster at
Old Hickory by noon of the preceding day.
All locks monitor channel 16.

Although lockmasters on the Cumberland are known for their friendliness, they
do enforce the rules and regulations. Cooperating with them will result in faster
and more trouble free lockages.

The Secretary of the Army has established a priority for passing boats through
locks. U.S. Government vessels have first priority followed by commercial passenger vessels, commercial tows or vessels and recreational boats. Normally,
locking through any of the dams will take about 45 minutes. But you might be
delayed either because these priorities are being enforced or because several
boats are trying to lock through at the same time. Be patient.

When approaching a lock, stay in the navigation channel and head directly for
the lock. Slow down to no-wake speed when entering and leaving a lock to prevent damage to lock gate machinery and to other boats.
16 Reference Section

You can signal the lockmaster by giving one long blast on the horn followed by
a short blast, by pulling the signal cord in the ladder recess near the end of the
approach wall or by calling the lockmaster on channel 16.

Obey the traffic signals. Flashing red means the lock can’t be made ready immediately; don’t attempt to enter the lock. Flashing amber means the lock is being
made ready; you may approach the lock guide wall but don’t enter the lock.
Flashing green means the lock is ready; you can enter the lock chamber.
The lockmaster will signal with a horn. Because each of the four dams on the
Cumberland has only one lock, one long blast is the signal to enter the lock and
one short blast to leave it.

Remember that the lockmaster has full authority over boats in and near the lock.
If you willfully disobey orders, you could be cited or even jailed for violating
Federal regulations. That doesn’t happen often. When it does, liquor is most
often the cause.
Be prepared. Make sure fenders are in place to prevent your boat from hitting
the lock wall. The person tending the lines must wear a lifejacket. Keep everybody well inside your boat while locking through. For example, no one should
be sitting on the bow or swim platform.
Enter the lock at idle speed. If you don’t, your wake will cause rough water
inside the lock that will make it difficult not only for others but also for you.

Once inside, you will be tying your boat to a floating mooring post, also called
a bollard, that’s recessed in the lock wall. There’s one way to tie up a boat in a
lock that works perfectly almost every time. Here’s how you do it:

Place two or three fenders so your boat won’t touch the wall even if it turns at a
slight angle. That means a fender a short distance from the bow, another about
a third of the way from the bow and the last one a short distance from the stern.
Then tie a line to a midship cleat. Maneuver your boat until it’s close to the wall
and the floating mooring post is even with the cleat. Then make two counterclockwise turns around the post with your line before tying it off to the cleat.
Your boat is now free to pivot. As it does, the fenders will prevent it from
touching the wall. By taking two turns around the post instead of just one, you
will prevent excessive forward or backward movement of your boat.

If you have a smaller boat with no center cleat or if your boat has only a narrow
ledge along the side, tie a line to the bow cleat, run it the length of your boat
and tie it temporarily to the stern cleat. Do this before you enter the lock. When
you’re ready to tie up to the mooring post, untie the line from the stern cleat,
take the two counterclockwise turns around the post and tie off the line to the
cleat. You can do this from the cockpit.
Don’t panic and don’t get in a hurry if you have a problem getting your boat
properly positioned and tied up. Take your time and do it right.
Reference Section
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You may be tempted to push against the grimy lock walls with your hands.
Don’t do it, even if you are wearing gloves. It’s much safer and cleaner to use a
boat hook.
Expect your boat to move around more when you’re locking upstream. That’s
because as the lock fills, water flows up, under and past your boat. Generally,
there is greater turbulence toward the center of the lock. When you’re locking
downstream, that won’t happen because water will be draining from the lock.

Important! Locking is a relatively slow procedure but don’t be tempted to do
something else while it’s happening. Keep close and constant watch on fenders,
boat position and the line extending from your boat to the mooring post. Only
very rarely do bollards get stuck on their track. But if that happens, you need to
quickly release the line or if that’s impossible, to cut it.
There are no regulations requiring your engines and generators be shut off during lockage. But because locks, especially the smaller and deeper ones, are
relatively confined spaces, you may want to turn your engines off to prevent
buildup of exhaust fumes. Also, it’s best to avoid all open flames.

Remain moored until the lockmaster gives the horn signal. Boats nearest the exit
should leave first. Don’t pass boats in the lock. Also, use idle speed as you follow the boats in front of you until you are well clear of the lock.
These are the main points on passing through a lock. A copy of the complete
regulations is available at any lock. Or you can get a copy by writing: District
Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, P.O. Box 1070, Nashville, Tennessee
37202-1070.
Here’s a quick reference list of the locks on the Cumberland River. See the
Cruise Section for more information regarding approaches to these locks.
Dam

River
Mile

Barkley*
30.6
Cheatham*
148.7
Old Hickory** 216.2
Cordell Hull*** 313.5

Lock Chamber
Dimensions

800’x110’
800’x110’
397’x 84’
400’x 84’

* Operates 24 hours a day
** Operates 6:00AM to 10:00PM
*** Operates 7:30AM to 4:00PM by special arrangement

Normal
Lift

57’
26’
60’
59’

Lockmaster’s
Telephone

270-362-9131
615-242-1922
615-847-3281
615-735-1040

All About the Weather
The navigable portion of the Cumberland River fits into an east-west rectangle
only about 150 miles long and 75 miles wide. So weather conditions don’t vary
greatly throughout the river’s length.
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The last freezing temperatures in spring occur in early April and return in late
October. Typical summer temperatures range from the high 60’s to low 70’s at
night to the high 80’s and low to mid 90’s in daytime.
Western Kentucky and Tennessee are far enough west and north to sometimes
benefit from occasional cool fronts that move south from the Midwest during
the summer. Typically, there are lengthy periods of heat and humidity.

Average annual precipitation throughout the region ranges from about 45
inches in the west to 55 inches in the east. Much of that is rain during February,
March and April.
The region has experienced some recent extremes. One occurred in 1988. That
was the third consecutive drought year and water levels were the lowest in history. Although the navigation channel was kept open throughout the length of
the river, many embayments became too shallow for larger boats.

But in 1989, rainfall returned to normal during the first few months of the year.
Then in June, heavy rainfall throughout the Southeast not only broke the record
for the month but in some locations came close to or exceeded the all-time
record for any month in recorded history.
As a result, spillways were opened and water levels surged upward. Debris that
had been accumulating for several years along the banks began floating down
the river. Boating wasn’t impossible but it did require great caution.
The Cumberland is great for cruising because it is regulated. Yet, some conditions can’t be controlled.
Summer storms are frequent and usually come from the west and southwest.
Although brief, they often produce high winds and dangerous lightning.

Fog is most common in spring and fall when there can be sharp differences
between air and water temperatures. But as mentioned before, fog is very common during the summer months along the upper reaches of the river.
The Cumberland isn’t noted for good sailing because of the general lack of
wide expanses of water. But if you do sail, the best time to do it is during the
spring and fall months. Most local sailors don’t do much serious sailing during
July and August because of heat and lack of wind.

Autumn foliage along the Cumberland is spectacular. Generally, the best viewing time is the last two weeks of October. But because autumn comes gradually
to the South, there is often considerable color throughout most of the month
and even well into November.
Local NOAA weather broadcasts concerned with possible severe weather name
specific counties in which watches and warnings have been posted. The following chart will help you quickly determine if counties along the Cumberland
River are included in such announcements. It shows by state which counties
border the river by approximate mile marker. The county at port is listed first
followed by the county at starboard.
Reference Section
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Kentucky
0 - 17
17 - 21
21 - 33
33 - 55
55 - 75

Livingston, Livingston
Crittenden, Livingston
Lyon, Livingston
Lyon, Lyon
Trigg, Trigg

Tennessee
75 - 107
107 - 144
144 - 150
150 - 153
153 - 165
165 - 213
213 - 222
222 - 258
258 - 275
275 - 284
284 - 331
331 - 369
369 - 381

Stewart, Stewart
Montgomery, Montgomery
Cheatham, Cheatham
Cheatham, Dickson
Cheatham, Williamson
Davidson, Davidson
Sumner, Davidson
Sumner, Wilson
Trousdale, Wilson
Trousdale, Trousdale
Smith, Smith
Jackson, Jackson
Clay, Clay

Staying in Touch

Radiotelephone: There is no radiotelephone service along the Cumberland.

Marine Telephone Company (Maritel) that served the lower end of the river for
many years, ceased operation on June 1, 2003.
Cellular Telephone: Coverage is generally good from the Ohio River to
just east of Nashville. From there to Celina, however, is highly questionable,
particularly upriver from the Carthage area. Always remember that coverage is
greatly affected by nearby terrain and the phone and antenna you are using.
VHF Marine Radio: Downstream from Nashville, you will almost always
be able to contact another pleasure boat, a lockmaster or a commercial tow.
But that’s not the case on the upper one-third of the river where there is greatly
reduced boating activity. Also, you won’t be able to contact the lockmaster at
Cordell Hull Lock & Dam unless he happens to be on duty.
Defeated Creek Marina at Mile 316.8 just above Cordell Hull Lock & Dam
monitors channel 16 and is usually able to communicate with boats up to about
five miles below the dam. Also, if you are between Defeated Creek Marina and
Granville Marina at Mile 331.5, one or both will probably hear you. But once
you are out of radio range upriver from Granville Marina, you won’t be able to
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contact anyone except another boat.
Regardless of your location, you should be able to communicate with the Coast
Guard, Group Ohio Valley. It has relay facilities along the entire length of the
navigation channel and monitors channel 16. Don’t call them unless you have
an emergency. Incidentally, along the Cumberland, the Coast Guard considers
engine failure an emergency situation.
In some locations, topography or other conditions may make radio communication difficult or even impossible. So try to leave an itinerary and a list of the
marinas along the river with those who might need to call you.

A Word About Security
After September 11, 2001, everyone became aware that no person or region is
immune from acts of terrorism.
Americans now know they must be more observing and question any occurrence that appears to fall outside the boundaries of reasonable activity and common sense. In that regard, boaters can help by serving as responsible eyes and
ears along our Nation’s waterways.
If you see suspicious activity or a terrorist act, immediately call the National
Response Center in Washington D.C. at 1-800-424-8802. Your call will then be
transferred to the FBI for follow-up action.
All locks and dams are now secured areas. Visitors aren’t allowed except those
on official business with prior permission to enter.

A Matter of Concern for All of Us
That you are able to cruise the Nation’s rivers with relative ease and comfort is
the result of many years of determined effort.

That effort, however, never stops. The system of locks, dams and channels
must be constantly maintained. Structures must be repaired and often replaced
as they become inadequate or reach the end of their operational life expectancy.
Yet, despite the importance of the waterways to commercial and recreational
interests, funding at the Federal level is lagging far behind the amount needed.
Unless there is a change, travel we now enjoy on our Nation’s waterways is
very likely to soon become restricted and eventually impossible.
You can help prevent that sobering reality from happening. Contact your
Senators and members of Congress and urge them to support every effort to
properly fund the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the organization responsible
for keeping our waterways open, operating properly and well maintained.
Your effort, no matter how small, will make a difference.
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Distance & Trip Planning Chart
Location

Approximate
River Mile

Ohio River Junction
0.0
Smithland, Kentucky
2.0
Barkley Lock & Dam
30.6
Green Turtle Bay Marina
31.7
Barkley Canal (Tennessee River access) 32.8
Anchorage (unnamed)
36.2
Buzzard Rock Resort & Marina
39.0
Anchorage (Buzzard Rock)
39.0
Kuttawa Harbor Marina
42.2
Anchorage (Kuttawa)
42.2
Eddy Creek Marina & Resort
46.4
Anchorage (Drydens Creek)
51.8
Prizer Point Marina & Resort
54.8
Lake Barkley State Park Marina
59.1
Anchorage (Hopson Creek)
62.4
Anchorage (Dry Creek)
73.0
Bumpus Mills Marina
77.4
Anchorage (Bumpus Mills)
77.4
Anchorage (Hickman Creek)
87.7
Dover, Tennessee
88.8
Anchorage (Dover Island)
90.5
Cumberland City, Tennessee
104.0
Clarksville, Tennessee
125.0
Clarksville Boat Club
132.2
Cheatham Lock & Dam
148.7
Anchorage (Harpeth River)
153.0
Anchorage (Harpeth Island)
155.1
Ashland City, Tennessee
158.0
Riverview Marina & Restaurant
158.0
Anchorage (Gowers Island)
165.0
Rock Harbor Marine
175.3
22
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Phone

Fuel
G-Gas
D-Diesel

270-362-9131
270-362-8364

G,D

270-388-7925

G

270-388-9563

G,D

270-388-2271

G,D

270-522-3762
270-924-9954

G,D
G,D

931-232-5238

G

931-647-6433
615-242-1922

G,D

615-792-7358

G,D

615-356-1111

G,D

Location

Nashville Public Landing
Old Hickory Lock & Dam
Anchor High Marina
Drakes Creek Marina
Creekwood Marina
Anchorage (Nokes Branch)
Anchorage (Cedar Creek)
Gallatin Marina
Anchorage (Station Camp Creek)
Anchorage (Camp Boxwell)
Cherokee Resort Marina
Anchorage (Sandy Chapel)
Anchorage (Bledsoe Creek)
Anchorage (Saunders Branch)
Anchorage (Armstrong Island)
Anchorage (Cedar Creek)
Anchorage (Bartlett’s Bar)
Carthage, Tennessee
Cordell Hull Lock & Dam
Defeated Creek Marina
Anchorage (Defeated Creek)
Anchorage (unnamed)
Anchorage (Duke Hollow)
Anchorage (Hurricane Creek)
Granville Marina Resort
Anchorage (Salt Lick Creek)
Anchorage (Wartrace Creek)
Anchorage (Roaring River)
Celina, Tennessee,
End of Navigation Channel

Approximate
River Mile

190.5
216.2
216.4
222.2
222.2
224.0
232.6
236.8
236.8
237.8
239.6
246.0
248.5
255.1
260.8
263.8
296.8
308.0
313.5
316.8
316.8
318.2
326.7
329.2
331.2
337.7
344.0
357.6
380.8
381.0

Phone

615-862-8472
615-847-3281
615-824-2175
615-822-3886
615-824-7963

Fuel
G-Gas
D-Diesel

G,D
G
G

615-452-9876

G

615-452-1515

G

615-735-1040
615-774-3131

G

931-653-4360

G
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Ohio River
to Barkley Lake

Ohio River to Barkley Lake
MILE 0.0

DAYMARK 2.3

The mooring cells at Ohio River Mile 923.0 and
the Cumberland Island light indicate Mile 0.0
on the Cumberland River. But because the Ohio
is split by Cumberland Island, you must go two
more miles before you leave the Ohio. Be sure
you follow the channel to avoid wing dams that
extend into the river in this area.

At starboard is Smithland, Kentucky, population
600 and seat of Livingston County. It’s reported
to be the oldest incorporated town on the Ohio
River.
The small brown gazebo you see on the riverbank marks the site where a huge cottonwood
tree once stood. The tree was a favorite gathering place for local residents who sat under it to
visit and to watch the river. After the tree was
destroyed by a storm, people in the community
donated time, money, materials and labor to
build the gazebo where the tree once stood.

In the mid 1800’s, Smithland was a thriving
town of 3,000 people with many businesses
including a foundry, several saw mills and three
newspapers. During the Civil War, the town
served as a strategic staging area for Union
forces including those used in General Grant’s
campaign against Ft. Donelson.
On the hill above the town and behind the cemetery are original star shaped Civil War earthworks. Also of interest is that all of Livingston
County’s records such as wills, deeds, mortgages, leases and surveys are still on file in the
County Courthouse built in 1842. In the early
days, such records in many counties were damaged or destroyed by fires and storms.

On the river bank above the boat ramp is the
Gower House. This easily identified two-story
brick building built about 1780, served as a
luxury inn for travelers on the Ohio River. It was
host to many celebrities including U.S. presi26
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dents James K. Polk and Zachary Taylor; Clara
Barton, founder of the American Red Cross;
authors Charles Dickens and Lew Wallace;
American statesman Henry Clay; and Marquis de
Lafayette, French soldier and statesman who was
a guest during his triumphal U.S. tour in 1825. In
1962, the inn was used as a backdrop in MGM’s
Cinerama motion picture epic, “How The West
Was Won.”

MILE 2.8

Incidentally, Livingston County has more miles
of navigable waterway than any other county in
the United States.

This is the Lucy Jefferson Lewis bridge for
U.S. 60 that links Evansville, Indiana, and
Henderson, Kentucky, with Paducah, Kentucky,
and Cairo, Illinois.
For the next 30 miles, the river is narrow with
no chance for anchoring except in emergencies.
About two miles past Smithland and extending along the river for about a mile is a fleeting
area where river tows are made up. So watch
your wake and look out for commercial traffic.
Beyond at port is a rock quarry. As you pass it,
Bissell Bluff at port will come into view. This
is the highest bluff on the Cumberland between
the Ohio River and Barkley Dam.

Beyond Bissell Bluff, the Cumberland begins to
hit its scenic stride. There is no industry and few
houses. Beyond the water’s edge on both sides
of the river are trees and rolling farmland.
Caution! Keep a sharp lookout for tows, especially before you enter any of the five tight turns
on this section of the river. Tow captains have
so little maneuvering space that they often must
stop and turn the entire tow to make the turn.
They usually announce their arrival in these
tight spots on channel 13.
When approaching a turn, stay to the middle
of the river so the towboat captain can see you.
The best policy is to call the captain on channel 16 or 13 and ask if, when and on what side
Ohio River to Barkley Lake
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you should pass. It’s not smart to pass any tow
unless you are sure of your action.

DAYMARK 10.9
MILE 26.5
MILE 30.0

28

If you must anchor in an emergency, try to do
so along the bank and in a straight stretch of
the river where you will be clearly visible from
approaching tows.

For the next seven miles, the river flows almost
straight east before making a wide turn to starboard past the small town of Dycusburg.
Here, you can see the bridge for I-24 that links
Chattanooga and Nashville, Tennessee, with
Paducah, Kentucky, and I-57 in Illinois.
This is the Eureka bridge for U.S. 62.

As you pass under the bridge, you will see
Barkley Lock & Dam. This complex was completed in 1966 and named after Alben Barkley,
Senator and U.S. Vice President from Kentucky.
The dam is 10,180 feet long and creates Lake
Barkley that at normal pool covers 57,920 acres
and has a shoreline of 1,004 miles. The lock has
seven floating mooring posts on each side.

Ohio River to Barkley Lake

Barkley
Lake

Barkley Lake
MILE 30.8

MILE 31.7
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING

As you leave the lock and enter Barkley Lake
the water widens to almost two miles. Much
of it, however, is quite shallow so stay in the
marked navigation channel.

About a mile beyond the dam is the entrance to
Green Turtle Bay Marina. Don’t turn until you
are lined up with the three starboard and two
port buoys that mark the entrance channel.
Green Turtle Bay Marina
P.O. Box 102
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045
270-362-8364
www.kentuckylake.com/gtb/index.htm

Open all year, 8AM to 6PM Monday through
Friday and 8AM to 8PM Saturday and Sunday
April 1 until November 1, 8AM to 5PM remainder of year. Can accommodate boats up to 100
feet. Has 20 transient slips and 30-amp and 50amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 12 feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has 25-ton and 60-ton lifts, can repair
gas and diesel engines on both power and sailboats and can perform full hull repair and restoration. Has showers, laundromat, pumpout,
snacks and exceptionally well-stocked ship’s
chandlery. Full grocery service is available one
mile away in downtown Grand Rivers. Local
transportation is available. Monitors channel
16.

Restaurants: The Commonwealth Yacht Club
on the premises includes a restaurant. Although
this is a private club, courtesy membership is
available to overnight transient boaters or members of other yacht clubs registered with the
Yachting Clubs of America.
Dockers, a restaurant on the premises, is open
April 1 until November 1 and serves breakfast
and lunch.
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Patti’s and Bill’s, two extremely popular restaurants operated by the same family, are about

one mile away in downtown Grand Rivers.
They will send a courtesy car to the marina
(call 270-362-8844) or you may use the marina
vehicles.

DAYMARK 32.8

Lodging: Fifty fully equipped condos are a part
of the marina complex and can be rented.

This is the east end of the free flowing Barkley
Canal that links Barkley Lake with Kentucky
Lake on the Tennessee River.

The canal also marks the northern end of the
Land Between The Lakes (LBL) National
Recreation Area. It borders both the Tennessee
River and the Cumberland River for about 40
miles. The spine of land separating the two rivers is up to eight miles wide and is one of the
Nation’s largest inland peninsulas.
President Kennedy created the LBL in 1963
as a recreational and environmental education
area. It has a special appeal to boaters because
of its undeveloped shoreline; secluded coves;
and wildlife including bald eagles, deer and
turkey.

Also at LBL is Empire farm that demonstrates
a self-sufficient lifestyle and the Homeplace,
a farm home staffed by interpreters in period
dress who do daily chores as they would have
been done in the mid-1800s.

Within the LBL are campgrounds, picnic areas,
200 miles of trails and 300 miles of back country roads.
If you have time, you might consider leaving
the Cumberland, passing through the canal,
turning up the Tennessee and entering one of
several embayments along the LBL shoreline.
They provide excellent anchorages for overnight stays, swimming and wildlife viewing.
Although there may be campgrounds or launch
ramps in the vicinity, there are few, if any,
structures. The wooded banks range from nearly level to very steep.
Barkley Lake
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DAYMARK 36.2
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 39.0
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

Finding an anchorage on the Cumberland River
side of LBL is difficult unless you are very
familiar with the water. But this is an exception.

Go past this Daymark and the first red buoy
beyond it. Then turn to starboard before you
reach the second red buoy. Enter the first
embayment but be sure you favor the upstream
side of the entrance where water depth will
range from 10 to 15 feet at normal pool as you
approach the entrance and after you enter. The
banks are low and wooded and wind protection
is very good from every direction except north.
Be aware, however, that the locals make this a
popular spot on weekends.

The buoy just beyond this Daymark on your
port side is the beginning of the secondary
channel leading to Buzzard Rock Resort &
Marina. A sign indicates the marina. Follow the
channel buoys to the marina that will be at
port after you pass to the other side of an
earthen embankment.
Buzzard Rock Resort & Marina
485 Buzzard Rock Rd.
Kuttawa, Kentucky 42055
270-388-7925
1-800-826-6238
www.buzzardrock.com

Open all year, 7:30AM to 9PM during summer with shorter hours during winter. Can
accommodate boats up to 150 feet. Number of
transient slips varies. Has twin 30-amp and 50amp electrical power. Water depth at the fuel
dock is about 16 feet at normal pool. Has gas,
full repair service on premises, launch ramp,
ice, light groceries and some boating supplies.
Has showers, rest rooms and laundromat.
Transportation can often be arranged if you
wish to go to Kuttawa (three miles). Call for the
latest information on other services that may be
available. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The restaurant on the premises,
popular with area boaters, serves breakfast,
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lunch and dinner from the menu.

Lodging: Buzzard Rock has one-bedroom efficiencies and two-bedroom cottages for rent.

MILE 42.2
MARINA
RESTAURANT
ANCHORAGE

Anchorage: Across from the marina is a popular anchorage offering at least 15 feet of water
at normal pool. The moderately steep banks are
wooded, free from structures and offer excellent
wind protection from every direction.
At port is the entrance to Kuttawa Harbor
Marina. Access is via a channel cut through an
old roadbed.

Kuttawa Harbor Marina
1709 Lake Barkley Drive
Kuttawa, Kentucky 42055
270-388-9563

Open from 7AM to 7PM March 1 until November
1 and from 8AM to 4PM for remainder of the
year except holidays. Can accommodate three or
four boats up to 70 feet on the ends of docks. Has
30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is about 12 feet at normal
pool. Has gas including 93 octane high performance fuel and diesel fuel. Has launch ramp.
Complete gas and diesel repair is available on
call. Has ice, limited groceries and a good selection of boating supplies. Laundromat is available
locally. Transportation can be arranged for trips
to Eddyville (two miles) and to local restaurants,
grocery stores and to the Eddyville Factory
Outlet Mall. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The restaurant at the marina is
well known among boaters and most famous for
its “Rudy Burgers.” Thousands of these sandwiches, made with ground sirloin steak, are sold
every year. Eat inside or outside on the deck.
Anchorage: Much of the embayment on which
the marina is located offers a minimum of 15
feet of water at normal pool. Although the area
is somewhat populated, the embayment is a
favorite weekend anchoring spot.
Barkley Lake
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If you stop at Kattawa Harbor Marina, consider
spending a few hours or even a relaxing day
walking the quiet streets of old Kattawa. Many
of the houses date back to the turn of the century and offer interesting architectural styles.

MILE 43.0

Silver Cliff Park, maintained by the Corps of
Engineers, adjoins the marina. It has excellent
picnic facilities, a sand swimming beach and a
short forest trail. A 50-foot bluff provides a fine
vantage point from which to see Lake Barkley.
From here you have an excellent view of the
Kentucky State Penitentiary, known as “The
Castle on the Cumberland.” This is Kentucky’s
only maximum-security prison. More than 160
inmates have died in its electric chair. In fact,
on Friday, July 13th, 1928, seven men were
executed here, a record that still stands in the
United States for the most legal executions in
one day.

The main building, completed in 1888, was built
with stone from local quarries. Thirty Italian
stonemasons worked on the project. The addition on the right side of the main building was
built in the 1930s as a WPA project. Although
impressive during daytime, the structure is even
more so at night when it’s lit by the orange glow
of security lights.
The prison’s fascinating history is detailed in a
book, “Castle, The Story of a Kentucky Prison”
by Bill Cunningham, a Circuit Judge who lives
in Kuttawa.

You also can see the lock wall of old Lock &
Dam “F,” one of the early navigation structures
on the Cumberland. Uphill from the wall is a
two-story stone structure that at one time served
as prison headquarters. It’s now a museum.

In front of the prison but now underwater is the
site of the last significant skirmish of the Civil
War east of the Mississippi River. It was here on
April 29, 1865, that Union forces attacked about
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140 Confederates from the Army of Northern
Virginia.

DAYMARK 46.4
MARINA
RESTAURANT

Caution! For the next three miles, the navigation channel winds back and forth across the
entire width of the river. Pay close attention to
the channel buoys.

Just beyond this Daymark is a marked channel
leading up Eddy Creek to the Eddy Creek
Resort Marina. Channel depth will be at least
12 feet at normal pool. The marina is about two
miles from the main channel and is at starboard
just before you reach the bridge.
Eddy Creek Marina & Resort
7612 State Route 93 S.
Eddyville, Kentucky 42038
270-388-2271
1-800-626-2300
www.eddycreek.com

Open from early March until November 1. Can
accommodate boats up to 100 feet. Has 20
transient slips and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 13
feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel, launch
ramp and offers service on several brands of
generators and gas marine engines. Diesel
repair service is available on call. Has 18-ton
lift. Has LP gas, a limited supply of groceries
and ice. Showers and laundromat are within
walking distance. Has transient computer space
for e-mail and internet access. Arrangements
can be made for transportation to Eddyville
(seven miles), the nearest town. Has some boating supplies. Monitors channel 16.

DAYMARK 51.8
ANCHORAGE

Restaurant: The restaurant on the premises is
open from March until November and has a
varied menu ranging from sandwiches to steaks
and seafood.

To port just downstream of this Daymark is the
entrance to Drydens Creek. Follow the marked
channel that bears to port around the point.
Water depths of at least 10 feet at normal pool
Barkley Lake
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MILE 53.0

DAYMARK 54.8
FUEL
RESTAURANT
LODGING

exist as far up the embayment as the launch
ramp. The only structures are two houses on the
north side. The moderately sloping banks are
wooded and there is excellent protection from
east and south winds.

Near here at port is the site of the Tennessee
Rolling Mills that moved from Nashville in
1845. These mills used pig iron from local charcoal fueled blast furnaces to make steel boilerplate, sheets and beams for shipment throughout
the Mississippi Valley.

Just before you reach this daymark, turn to port
and enter the marked channel to reach the
Prizer Point Marina & Resort. It will be at
starboard past the camping area.
Prizer Point Marina & Resort
1777 Prizer Point Road
Cadiz, Kentucky 42211
270-522-3762
1-800-548-2048
www.prizerpoint.com

Open March 1 until November 1, 6AM to 6PM.
Can accommodate boats up to 100 feet. Has
30-amp and 50-amp electrical power. Water
depth at the fuel dock is 18 feet at normal pool.
Has gas and diesel fuel, launch ramp, LP gas,
ice, showers and laundromat. The ship’s store
has some groceries and boat supplies. Has
tractor-trailers for hauling out houseboats and
large cruisers. Can repair both gas and diesel
engines. Monitors channel 16.

Restaurant: The restaurant adjoining the ship’s
store on the fuel dock is open every day, April 1
through November for breakfast and lunch and
for dinner on Friday and Saturday.
Lodging: Cottages, log cabins and tree houses
on the premises accommodate up to six people.
Condominium units can accommodate up to
eight people.
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DAYMARK 59.1
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING

This is the entrance to Little River. About 2.5
miles up the marked channel is Lake Barkley
Marina at Lake Barkley State Park Channel
depth will be at least 12 feet at normal pool.
Lake Barkley State Park Marina
P.O. Box 1009
Cadiz, Kentucky 42211
270-924-9954

Open all year with seasonal hours. Can accommodate boats up to 100 feet. Has a minimum of
10 transient slips with 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock at
normal pool is 12 feet. Has gas and diesel fuel.
Has pumpout. Has some groceries, ice, snacks
and a limited selection of boating supplies. Has
showers and laundromat. Nearest town is Cadiz
(ten miles). Park vehicles offer shuttle service
between the marina and the park lodge and the
airport that has a 4,800-foot runway. Monitors
channel 16.
Restaurant & Lodging: The Lake Barkley State
Park Lodge is about a half mile walk from
the marina. The impressive building of post &
beam construction overlooks Lake Barkley and
is considered by many to be one of the finest in
Kentucky’s state park system. Rooms are available and the restaurant has a varied menu plus
buffet service. A courtesy dock in front of the
lodge is available for your use while eating in
the restaurant.

DAYMARK 59.8

Cadiz (pronounced Kaydeez), seat of Trigg
County with a population of about 2,400, is
about a 20-minute drive from the marina. Its
main street has many historic buildings, antique
stores, small shops and a residential area with
several century old homes representing different
types of interesting architecture. Trigg County is
world famous for its country ham.
Caution! The large expanse of water ahead and
the distant bridge are somewhat deceiving and
Barkley Lake
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DAYMARK 62.4
ANCHORAGE

MILE 63.1
DAYMARK 64.3
DAYMARK 69.6

distracting. Be sure to stay in the navigation
channel as it swings slightly to port.

At port is the entrance to Hopson Creek. If the
channel markers shown on the official
navigation charts are missing, enter on the
downstream side then angle to starboard to
avoid a point of shallow water that extends into
the creek from the north bank. When you reach
the center, you can then continue up the embayment. Water depth will be at least 10 feet twothirds of the distance to the bridge. The banks
are gently sloping, wind protection is good and
although there are some houses on both sides,
this is a generally quiet anchorage.
This is the Henry R. Lawrence bridge for
U.S.68 that connects Hopkinsville and Cadiz to
the east with Mayfield to the west.

Because the navigation channel takes a sharp
turn to port, this part of the channel is called
“Devil’s Elbow.”

The large island opposite this Daymark is one of
Kentucky’s wildlife refuges.
Here, the river quickly changes to a mixture
of water and islands. Said one boater, “This
could be called the ‘Thousand Islands’ of the
Cumberland.” And, indeed, it could.

DAYMARK 73.0
ANCHORAGE
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Some of the islands are only slivers of land on
which grass or aquatic plants grow. Others are
covered with small shrubs and trees. The total
effect presents the boater with some of the most
interesting scenery on the entire river.

Just beyond this Daymark is the entrance to Dry
Creek. The narrow buoyed channel has an
entrance depth of about 12 feet at normal pool.
The cove at starboard about a half mile up
the creek offers similar water depth, isolation,
gradually sloping wooded banks and excellent
protection from all but north winds.

If you choose to anchor in the center of the
embayment near the last two buoys, water depth
will be about 15 feet. This location provides lit-

tle wind protection but rewards you with a fine
view of the river to the west.

DAYMARK 74.7
DAYMARK 77.4
MARINA
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

On the north side of the embayment is the
Linton Recreation Area. It has a small swimming beach, launch ramp and a few structures.

You are now leaving Kentucky and entering
Tennessee. Welcome to the Volunteer State!

Turn to port at this Daymark to enter the buoyed
channel leading to Bumpus Mills Marina.
After about a half mile, the channel splits. The
part branching to port will take you to the left of
a small island and directly to the marina. Make
sure you check your fuel supply here, gas only.
The next available fuel is 81 miles upstream.
Bumpus Mills Marina
197 Marina Road
Bumpus Mills, Tennessee 37028
931-232-5238

Open all year 7AM to 6PM except during
January and February when you should call
first for fuel or other services. Can accommodate two or three boats up to 75 feet in length
at different locations within the marina. Has
30-amp electrical service. Water depth at the
fuel dock is 15 feet at normal pool. Has gas.
Mechanic is available on call and repair parts
can usually be ordered for overnight delivery.
Has launch ramp, ice and snack foods. Dover
(18 miles) is the nearest town. Monitors channel
16. No credit cards are accepted.
Lodging: The marina has cottages for rent.

Anchorage: The embayment extends for about
a quarter of a mile past the marina. It offers a
water depth of about six feet at normal pool and
excellent protection from wind from every direction except southwest. Although there is activity
because of nearby cabins, a few homes and fishing boats, this anchorage provides an opportunity for you to anchor out and still have marina
conveniences nearby.
Barkley Lake
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DAYMARK 86.2

MILE 87.7
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 87.9

As you pass this Daymark and look ahead,
you can easily imagine what Union troops saw
on the morning of February 14, 1862 as they
moved a fleet of four ironclad ships, two timber-clad ships plus tugs, transports and hospital boats upriver. Their plan was to attack Ft.
Donelson, a Confederate stronghold.

Although the Confederates badly damaged
the fleet, Union forces eventually encircled Ft.
Donelson and forced 13,000 Confederate troops
to surrender. Loss of the fort and control of the
river was devastating to the South. It was the
first major victory for the Union and catapulted
General Ulysses S. Grant to national prominence.
At starboard just beyond the green buoy at port
is the marked entrance to the Hickman Creek
Recreation Area. Water depth in the center of
the channel will be about seven feet at normal
pool. Once you are inside, make sure you carefully follow the red buoys.

After the fourth set of buoys, you can turn to
starboard off the buoy line to anchor. Water
depth is about 15 feet at normal pool and you
will have good protection from wind from any
direction. The banks are wooded and have no
structures. There is, however, a launch ramp on
the opposite side of the embayment.

Just before reaching this Daymark, you will be
able to see the earthen gun emplacements on
top of the hill at starboard. This is the part of
Ft. Donelson that borders the river. It was from
here the Confederate soldiers leveled their fire at
the Union fleet.
Past the Daymark, on the other side of Indian
Creek and hidden by trees is the Ft. Donelson
National Cemetery where more than 500 Civil
War dead are buried. On a plaque there is “The
Bivouac of the Dead” by Theodore O’Hara:
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The muffled Drum’s sad roll has beat
the soldier’s last tatoo;
No more on life’s parade shall meet
the brave and fallen few.
On fame’s eternal camping ground
their silent tents are spread,
And glory guards, with solemn round,
the bivouac of the dead.
Rest on embalmed and sainted dead,
dear as the blood ye gave.
No impious footstep here shall tread
the herbage of your grave.
Your own proud land’s heroic soil
must be your fitter grave;
She claims from war his richest spoil,
the ashes of the brave.
No rumor of the foe’s advance
now sweeps upon the wind.
No troubled thought at midnight
haunts of loved ones left behind.
The neighing troop, the flashing blade,
the bugles stirring blast,
The charge, the dreadful cannonage,
the din and shout are past.
MILE 88.8

This is the town of Dover, Tennessee, seat of
Stewart County. Unfortunately, there are no
docking facilities to allow you to sightsee. Just
before you reach the bridge, there is a small
cove with a launch ramp and a park. Excursion
boats use this area as a landing. Deep water
close to shore, closeness of the navigation
channel and lack of security and public transportation make anchoring here impractical. But
the location could prove invaluable in case of
an emergency.
Spanning the river here is the Sidney C. Lewis
bridge for U.S. 79 that links Clarksville with
several Tennessee cities to the southwest
toward Memphis.
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Just beyond the bridge and at the top of a
long grassy slope at starboard is a two-story
building with a chimney facing the river and
a porch facing east. This is the Dover Hotel.
On Sunday, February 26, 1862, General Grant
rode up to this building and accepted an unconditional surrender from Confederate General
Simon B. Buckner. This was the first and only
time during the Civil War that a large army
surrendered unconditionally.

MILE 90.0

The prisoners were taken by steamboat to Cairo,
Illinois, then sent to prison camps in Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio and Massachusetts.

You are now entering the Cross Creeks National
Wildlife Refuge. It extends along the river for
the next 11 miles. Nearly 250 species of birds
are found in the 8,862-acre refuge. Thousands of
ducks and geese spend the winter here.
Archeologists have identified prehistoric sites in
this area dating back to as early as 8,000 B.C.
Artifacts including stone box graves, scrapers,
projectile points and shards have been found.

Ahead of you on both banks of the river is stone
riprap. It serves a vital purpose by protecting
critical habitat in the flat and low-lying refuge.
For now, the riprap makes the shoreline look
uninteresting. Eventually, however, vegetation
will all but hide it.

MILE 90.5
ANCHORAGE
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Fortunately, riprap is limited to specific areas to
protect land from erosion caused by high water
and wakes from commercial and pleasure boats.

Ahead is Dover Island. The navigation
channel continues straight and to the left of the
island. But the right side offers a good anchorage. The water is as deep as 20 feet at normal
pool almost from bank to bank. At the upstream
end, however, the water is about half that deep
for easier anchoring. You will have fair wind
protection and good privacy. The banks here are
low, flat and wooded.

MILE 103.0

For several miles beyond Dover Island, the
river is peaceful and scenic. Neither houses nor
industry intrude upon its beauty.

This is the Tennessee Valley Authority’s
Cumberland steam plant. It was one of the
world’s largest when it began operating in 1973.
At the time, it was believed that the impressive
red and white striped 1,000-foot high stacks
would safely disperse furnace gases. Since then,
however, new technology for reducing atmospheric pollution has made them obsolete. Used
now are two 600-foot stacks with scrubbers that
remove impurities from the gases before they
are released.
There are no plans to dismantle the tall stacks.
So they are likely to remain as long as the plant
is operating and serve as lofty landmarks for
boaters cruising the Cumberland.

MILE 104.0

Many millions of years ago, even long before
the Cumberland River existed, a giant meteorite estimated by geologists to be more than 20
miles in diameter struck the earth in this vicinity. The impact was so great that horizontal layers of stone up to 2,000 feet below the earth’s
surface rebounded to form vertical layers. These
layers were strikingly evident when soil was
excavated for the foundations of the stacks at
the steam plant. Although the crater left by the
meteorite has eroded away, a hill south of the
plant has been identified as the center of the
rebound area.
At starboard is the small town of Cumberland
City. Here on December 9, 1864, Gen. Hylan
Lyon’s calvary brigade ferried across the river
on a raid through western Kentucky, middle
Tennessee and northern Alabama using the captured Union steamer “Ben South.” Lyon later
captured several other vessels. All were later
burned and sunk in the channel.

Also here is the Cumberland City ferry, the only
ferry still operating on the Cumberland. This is
Barkley Lake
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MILE 108.5

MILE 116.0
MILE 125.0

a busy ferry so as soon as you see “Lucille II,”
slow down and give her a wide berth.

This is the site of old Lock & Dam “C.” The
land wall is still intact with several cleats bolted
to the top. Water depth near the wall at normal
pool will be at least 20 feet. Although this is
far from being an ideal place to tie up, it’s still
a reasonable option particularly in case of an
emergency. The low wall is only about two feet
high at normal pool and you will be exposed to
wakes from passing boats including commercial
tows. So you must fender carefully and well to
prevent damage to your boat.
For several miles, you have seen many bluffs
along the river. Now, the landscape flattens and
fields border the river.
Here, the river begins to make two wide loops
around Clarksville.

The city, named in honor of explorer and
Revolutionary War hero George Rogers Clark,
was founded in 1784. With a population of
about 55,000, it’s Tennessee’s fifth largest city.

Agriculture has always been important here.
By 1887, Clarksville had become the Nation’s
second largest tobacco market. Today, tobacco,
beef cattle, soybeans and small grain dominate
local agriculture.
Clarksville is often called “The Queen City of
the Cumberland.” It has two historic districts
and many architecturally significant buildings.
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Of special interest is the ClarksvilleMontgomery County Historical Museum. Built
in 1898 as a U.S. Post Office and Customs
House, it includes such diverse architectural
features as Italianate ornamentation, a Far East
influenced slate roof, Romanesque arches and
Gothic copper eagles. It’s considered one of
Tennessee’s most unique buildings and features
several popular exhibits. If you look carefully,
you will be able to see this unusual structure as
you pass the downtown area. It appears to the
right of the white clock tower.

On January 22, 1999, an F3 tornado, roaring out
of the pre-dawn darkness from the southwest,
crossed the river and struck the heart of downtown Clarksville. Dozens of buildings, including
some of the city’s most historic structures, were
leveled or smashed beyond repair. Miraculously,
the Customs House Museum was spared. A massive community effort, however, has resulted in
almost all of downtown being rebuilt. A notable
example is the historic Montgomery County
Courthouse that dated back to 1878. Although
the building was damaged almost beyond repair,
its exterior was restored and its interior rebuilt to
satisfy modern needs.
Ten miles north of Clarksville is Ft. Campbell,
home of the U.S. Army’s famed 101st Air
Assault Division. Tours are available and the
Donald Pratt Museum is filled with both historical and military relics. As you cruise the river,
you are likely to see low flying military aircraft
on training missions.
You will be passing under three bridges here
at Clarksville. The first is a railroad bridge
with a swing span followed by the John T.
Cunningham highway bridge for Tenn. 48 and
the bridge for Tenn. 13 that links Clarksville
with I-40.

MILE 132.2
FUEL
DOCKAGE

Although Clarksville’s impressive riverfront can
easily accommodate excursion boats, no dockage is available for pleasure boats.
About two miles upstream from the Tenn. 13
bridge at port are two sets of adjoining docks.
The first one belongs to the Montgomery
County Conservation Club and the second to
the Clarksville Boat Club. Neither facility is a
marina and space here is extremely limited. As
a courtesy to transient boaters, however, the
Clarksville Boat Club does offer gas and diesel
fuel plus limited dockage.

The facility is open all year but there are no regular
hours and if no one is there, you must wait until
someone arrives to help you. If at all possible, call
Barkley Lake
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ahead and let them know when you expect to
arrive. Call 931-647-6433 or
931-801-4993 or 931-980-8500 in that order.

DAYMARK 134.0
MILE 140.3

MILE 147.5
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If you stay overnight, you most likely will be
on the upstream side where the Club has built
a new dock specifically for transients. Because
the dock is placed at an angle to the bank, it
diverts the current and causes debris to collect
around and under your boat. Also, with current
on the beam, leaving the dock can be difficult.
Be sure to check with the folks there for
specific suggestions regarding both conditions.
During times of high water with its potentially
damaging debris, you shouldn’t attempt to dock
there at all unless absolutely necessary.

From here to Cheatham Lock & Dam, nothing along the river interferes with the serenity
offered by forest and farmland.

This is the site of old Lock & Dam “B.” The
still intact land wall with its old steel rung ladders and nearby hooks provides convenient tie
offs. This isn’t, however, an ideal place to stay.
Substantial wakes from commercial tows and
pleasure craft plus possible fluctuating water
levels demand that you tie up and fender your
boat very well. Yet, this is an option if you are
running short of daylight or there’s no dockage
available at the Clarksville Boat Club.

You now have a clear view of Cheatham Lock
& Dam. The lock was opened in 1952 and the
entire complex was completed in 1960. It was
named in honor of J. R. Cheatham, an early settler. The dam, not including the lock section, is
800 feet long and creates 7,450 acres of backwater with a shoreline of 320 miles. The lock
has four floating mooring posts at starboard and
six at port.

Cheatham
Lake
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MILE 148.8

As you clear Cheatham lock you will quickly
notice that the river’s width is about the same.
That’s because Cheatham Dam is a “run-ofriver” type dam. Its purpose is to hold back only
enough of the normal stream flow to operate the
lock and to generate electric power.
The navigation channel curves to port and past
almost a mile of park with picnic areas and a
campground. This is one of several parks maintained by the Corps of Engineers on or near the
Cumberland.
In the distance and rising above islands dotting
the river is Fox Bluff, a prominent landmark.
Beginning here and for about the next seven
miles, you will be traveling through one of
Tennessee’s waterfowl refuges.

DAYMARK 149.3

About a mile ahead at port is the land wall portion of old Lock & Dam “A.” It and Lock &
Dam No. 1 at Mile 188.4 were the first of 14
such structures built on the river during the
1890’s.
Shortly after passing the site of Lock & Dam
“A” but before you reach the mouth of the
Harpeth River at starboard at Mile 153.0,
you will be passing over the Harpeth Shoals.
Before Lock & Dam “A” was completed, this
was the most treacherous stretch of the lower
Cumberland. Swift current combined with jagged rocks resulted in the bottoms of many boats
being ripped out.

MILE 153.0
ANCHORAGE

This is the mouth of the Harpeth River,
considered by many to be one of the most scenic
rivers in central Tennessee. It also provides an
exceptionally fine anchorage.
Turn to starboard off the Cumberland River and
stay to the right of the “No Wake” buoy where
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water depth will be about 25 feet at normal
pool. Favor the right bank until the river curves
slightly to port past the buildings then favor the
center of the river.
After about a half mile, the river curves slightly
to starboard and becomes wider. In the distance
is a high bluff. Go slow and keep a close watch
on your depthfinder because water depth shallows to as little as seven feet with slightly greater depths to the right of center.
The natural setting is delightful, you will be protected from wind from any direction and there’s
plenty of space for swinging on one anchor.
This part of the river, however, is a popular
place, especially on summer weekends.
If you feel adventuresome, you can continue
toward the bluff where the water deepens to
almost 20 feet and maintains that depth well
beyond where the river bends to starboard. After
making this turn, even larger boats can continue for most of the way leading to the distant
highway bridge. If you decide to go beyond the
bluff, however, favor the left bank.
DAYMARK 155.1
ANCHORAGE

Opposite this Daymark is Harpeth Island.
Although the navigation channel continues
around the left side of the island, the downstream end on the right side is a good place to
get off the navigation channel. Enter straight
and head up the middle where the water depth
will be about 25 feet at normal pool. The water
becomes shallower as you move upstream. Exit
the same way you came in because of shallow
water for a distance off the island’s downstream
point. Protection from south winds is fair, but
poor from all other directions.

MILE 158.0
MARINA
RESTAURANT

This is the Montgomery Bell bridge for
Tenn. 49 that connects Ashland City with
Charlotte, seat of Dickson County and other
communities on the south side of the river. The
previous bridge was built on this site in 1930.
Cheatham Lake
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To the local folks, it was a memorable landmark
with 20 spans, the four highest of which were
steel trusses. Too narrow for today’s heavy traffic and becoming increasingly unsafe, it was
replaced with the present bridge in late 1997.
Ashland City, a half mile north of the river, has
a population of about 3,500 and is the seat of
Cheatham County.
As you pass under the bridge you will see the
dock in front of the Riverview Restaurant &
Marina on your starboard side.
Riverview Restaurant & Marina
110 Old River Road
Ashland City, Tennessee 37015
615-792-7358
Open all year 10AM to 9PM. Can accommodate
boats up to 100 feet. Rather than individual transient slips, boats are tied up along the long dock.
Water depth at the fuel dock is at least 18 feet at
normal pool. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical
service. Has gas and diesel fuel, launch ramp
and ice. Also, “we sell boaters anything we have
in the restaurant such as bread, milk and eggs.”
No ground transportation is available but “we
will try to accommodate boaters when we can.”
Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: Popular among both boaters and
local folks, the restaurant serves lunch and dinner from a full menu but is best known for its
catfish dinners. The restaurant keeps the same
schedule as the marina.
Behind the marina is the beginning of Sydney
Bluff. It towers 315 feet above the river and
offers boaters an impressive sight for nearly a
half-mile. During the summer, especially during
weekends, climbers use the upstream end of the
bluff to practice rapelling and other mountain
climbing techniques.
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DAYMARK 165.0
ANCHORAGE

Just ahead is Gowers Island. Because of
shallow water off the island’s downstream point,
favor the center or to left of center as you head
toward the island’s back side. Behind the island,
water depth will be about 27 feet at normal
pool and become somewhat shallower toward
the upstream end. Also, the water is narrow.
So depending on the amount of current, you
may want to set both a bow and a stern anchor.
There are four homes nearby and occasional
noise from a nearby highway. But you will have
a good view of the river and wind protection
from every direction except west. As is the case
with most anchorages behind islands, it’s best to
leave the same way you entered.

MILE 167.0

You will be entering a different geological
region as you make the curve to starboard within the next mile. Except for the lower reaches of
the Cumberland, you have been cruising through
an elevated plain called the Highland Rim. But
here, the plain drops steeply to the Nashville
Basin. Within the basin is some of Tennessee’s
richest farmland.

DAYMARK 172.3

You are now entering the Nashville city limits.

MILE 175.3
MARINA
RESTAURANT

Just before you reach the commercial shipping
facility at starboard you will see a sign
indicating the entrance to Rock Harbor Marine.
Appropriately named, the marina is in an old
rock quarry. Note that this marina monitors
channel 79. Once inside the embayment, you
will see that the fuel dock at port is separated
from the rest of complex.
Rock Harbor Marine
525 Basswood Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209
615-356-1111
Open all year, 8AM to 4:30PM and later during
summer. Can accommodate boats up to 45 feet
in inside slips and larger boats in outside slips.
The number of transient slips varies but “there’s
Cheatham Lake
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generally enough space for everyone.” Has
30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the dock is at least 15 feet at normal
pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has a 50-ton lift
and can provide a wide range of repairs including those on gas and diesel engines. Nashville
also has several marine suppliers to meet most
needs. Has ice, boating supplies, showers and
pumpout. Downtown Nashville is about a 20minute drive. Monitors channel 79.
Restaurant: The award winning Blue Moon
Waterfront Cafe on the premises is open for dinner during the boating season. Menu offerings
range from sandwiches to dinners.
As you leave Rock Harbor, watch for towboats
and barges in the fleeting area that extends
upstream for about a half mile.
As the fleeting area disappears from view and
you enter Cockrill Bend, you will be treated to
a scenic mix of bluffs and tree-lined banks. It’s
difficult to believe that as the crow flies, you are
less than seven miles from the heart of one of
America’s largest cities.
MILE 180.0

Watch for commercial traffic from here until
after you pass through downtown Nashville.
River freight terminals ahead handle such
bulk commodities as grain, gravel, petroleum,
cement, coal and scrap metal. Although some
of these operations may seem noisy and unattractive, they are part of Nashville’s economic
vitality and will be interesting to see as you
cruise through the city.
Caution! Slow down as you pass pleasure craft
and docks from here to Old Hickory Lock &
Dam. Wakes can be particularly destructive in
this area.

MILE 182.1
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This is the Andrew B. Gibson bridge for Tenn.
155, also known as Briley Parkway. The parkway completely encircles Nashville at a radius of
about five miles from the city’s center.

Just past the bridge and on top of the bluff at
starboard is the Tennessee State Prison.
MILE 185.2

This is the Bordeaux Railroad bridge also known
as the Walking Horse & Eastern Railroad Bridge.
It has long been a headache to towboat pilots
because of the narrow space between supports.

MILE 185.9

This is the Martin Luther King bridge for U.S.
41A. Beyond the bridge at starboard is the beginning of Metro Center, a large complex of light
industries and distribution, wholesale and service
businesses. It’s built on the floodplain and protected by a dike and rock riprap.

MILE 188.4

At port is the land wall portion of old Lock &
Dam No. 1, another of several projects begun
on the Cumberland in the 1890’s to make
the river more dependable for navigation.
Photographs showing it operating in the 1940s
are included in displays at the Old Hickory
Lock & Dam Visitor Center.
Easily seen on top of the hill behind the lock
and dam site and topped by a distinctive spire is
the Baptist World Center, headquarters for the
National Baptist Convention USA, Inc. Next
to it is the American Baptist College, one of 19
Baptist colleges and universities in the U.S.

MILE 189.0

Just ahead is the Lyle H. Fulton bridge for I-265
that skirts the north side of downtown Nashville.
As you approach the bridge, you will see the
downtown’s impressive skyline that includes the
Bell South Building, an example of postmodern
style architecture. One look and you will understand why it’s locally known as the “Batman
Building.” At 617 feet, including the antennas,
it’s the tallest building in Tennessee.
Until 1997, the riverbank opposite downtown
was devoted to heavy industry. That area has
since been drastically transformed with the
centerpiece being the new 68,000-seat
National Football League stadium, home of the
Nashville Titans.
Cheatham Lake
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There is evidence that Paleo-Hunters inhabited
this area as long as 11,000 years ago. Beginning
about 1,000 AD, Indians of the Mississippian
culture lived here for about 400 years and
left behind earthen mounds. Following those
early Indians were Cherokee, Chickasaw and
Shawnee Indians who agreed to use the area as
a common hunting ground rather than as a place
to live.
The first white men to come here were French
fur traders who established a trading post about
1710. James Robertson, an Englishman from
North Carolina, scouted the area in 1778 then
returned on Christmas Eve in 1779 with a party
of men. They built shelters and named the site
Fort Nashborough for General Francis Nash
of North Carolina. Four months late, John
Donelson and a group of women and children
joined the men.
After surviving many hardships in the fort
overlooking the river, the settlers made plans
for their community to grow. The town was
renamed Nashville in 1784 and became economically and politically important. In 1843,
the state capital was moved from Knoxville to
Nashville.
Quite prosperous by 1860, Nashville suddenly
became even more important during the Civil
War because of its location on the river and rail
links with Louisville, Chattanooga and Atlanta.
Union troops occupied the city for three years.
After the war, Nashville grew rapidly as a
center for business, industry and education. It
also gained the label of “Athens of the South”
because of the architectural features of many
of its buildings. One notable example is the
state capitol building, a magnificent example of
Grecian architecture completed in 1859.
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Another is the world’s only reproduction of
the Parthenon. Construction of the imposing
structure, built in Centennial Park and one of
Nashville’s most popular attractions, resulted
from interest in a wood and stucco replica built
for the Tennessee State Centennial in 1897.
Nashville is now famous throughout the world
as the home of country music. Fueled by a rich
heritage of folk music, Nashville became identified with country and blues recordings in the
1920s. By 1950, every major record company
had located offices and studios in the city.
Showcase for country music is WSM’s Grand
Ole Opry, America’s longest running radio
show. After beginning in a studio in 1925, the
show moved to Ryman Auditorium in 1941.
Built by Tom Ryman, a river boat captain on
the Cumberland, the auditorium became the
site of many spiritual and cultural events featuring such personalities as Billy Sunday, Booker
T. Washington, Carrie Nation, Helen Keller,
Sarah Bernhardt, Caruso, Isadora Duncan, Helen
Hayes, Katherine Cornell, Marion Anderson and
Arthur Rubinstein.
In 1974, the Grand Ole Opry moved about
seven miles east of downtown Nashville into a
new building near the Opryland Hotel along the
Cumberland River.
The city has a population of about 570,000
with another 660,000 residents living in the
Greater Nashville area. Despite its size, however, Nashville has retained the feel of a small
town and has successfully blended its interesting
past with its present prominence and vitality as
a center of commerce and country music. Many
visitors quickly discover that Nashville is an
easy city to get to know.
Its list of attractions is long and ranges from
“The Hermitage,” home of Andrew Jackson, to
the Country Music Hall of Fame.
Cheatham Lake
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MILE 190.0

This is the Kelly Miller Smith bridge,
previously known as the Jefferson Street bridge.
It’s one of six bridges in downtown Nashville.
Less than a half-mile ahead is the CSX railroad
swing bridge.
It’s quickly followed by the Victory Memorial
bridge and the Woodland Street bridge. Just
ahead of you at starboard is River Front Park
that’s easily identified by walkways, grassy
areas and a concrete dock. Although you might
be tempted to tie up here, don’t. It’s neither
designed nor intended to be used by pleasure
boats.
Instead, look for the 500-foot long floating
dock ahead under the Shelby Street bridge.

MILE 190.5
DOCKAGE

This dock is specifically for pleasure boats and
is managed by Nashville’s Metro Board of
Parks and Recreation. To dock here, you must
call 615-862-8472 and make a reservation and
confirm it with a credit card. The fee depends
on the length of your boat and how long you
wish to stay. The dock has 30-amp and-50 amp
electrical service.
Because there is much to see in Nashville, you
may prefer to dock for a longer time at one of
the marinas above Old Hickory Lock & Dam.
Still, docking here for a few hours or overnight
will provide easy access to downtown.
Walk up the ramp from the dock and you will
be at the corner of 1st Avenue and Broadway.
One block to the right on 1st Avenue and along
the river is reconstructed Fort Nashborough.
Four blocks straight ahead on Broadway is the
historic Ryman Auditorium, site of the Grand
Ole Opry for many years.
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On the other side of the street is the Nashville
Arena with its distinctive cone shaped glass
tower. Inside the tower, the staff at the Nashville
Visitors Center can provide information and
make dinner, show and tour reservations.

This part of downtown has been revitalized in
recent years and has become a favorite gathering
place for tourists. In particular, 2nd Avenue off
Broadway offers a wide assortment of restaurants and specialty shops.
Definitely plan to walk the length of the Shelby
Street Bridge that spans the river where you are
docked. Built in 1909, the bridge was closed in
1998 because of its unsafe condition, the result
of many years of heavy traffic. But rather than
tearing it down, the fate of many old bridges,
the city decided to convert it into a pedestrian
bridge. After more than four years and an
expenditure of about $15 million, the bridge
reopened in August of 2003. With a length
of 3,150 feet, it’s one of the world’s longest
pedestrian bridges. With comfortable seating
and special areas from which to view the river
and the city, it’s also one of the most nicely
equipped. And whether it’s daylight or dark,
the bridge is impressive.
MILE 191.8

Back on the river, you will soon pass under
the new Gateway bridge that’s the new link
between downtown and points north. Then you
will go around the curve to port, pass under
the twin spans of the Sillman Evans Memorial
bridge for I-24 and I-65 and quickly leave
downtown behind.

MILE 193.8

Two miles farther upstream and after passing
Shelby Park at port you will pass under the CSX
railroad bridge.
Upstream from the bridge at starboard is an old
brick water intake tower. Beyond it, look for a
barely visible cave low on the face of the cliff
with bars across the entrance.
In this cave is where French Canadian fur trader
Jacques-Timothe De Montbrun who visited the
area as early as 1769 was forced to take refuge
from attacking Indians. He moved to Nashville
in 1790, became very prominent in its affairs
and died there in 1826.
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MILE 196.0

Here, the river begins a large hairpin turn requiring nearly 10 river miles to reach a point only a
mile away by land.

MILE 197.0

At starboard is the beginning of an extensive
property that includes the Opryland Hotel, the
Grand Ole Opry and Opry Mills, an upscale
shopping complex built where the Opryland
U.S.A. theme park used to be.
On the river between downtown and Old
Hickory Lock & Dam or at the dock at
Opryland, you will see one of Opryland’s
favorite attractions, the sternwheeler “General
Jackson.” It’s the world’s largest showboat.
Built in Jeffersonville, Indiana, and launched
April 20, 1985, the “General Jackson” is 300
feet long and can accommodate 1,100 guests
plus a crew of 100. If you should pass her during one of her daily excursions and particularly
if she is going upstream, watch out for her rolling wake. It’s similar to those produced by large
river tows.
There is a dock at Opryland for the “General
Jackson” but none for pleasure boats.

MILE 199.9

This is the Pennington Bend bridge for Briley
Parkway and Tenn. 155.

MILE 203.5

At starboard is Crabes Island. Occasionally visible through the trees is the Spring House Golf
Course.

MILE 205.8

Entering the Cumberland at starboard is Stones
River. About six miles up this river is Percy
Priest Dam and Reservoir. The lake, surrounded
by 23 parks, is one of Nashville’s most heavily
used recreation facilities. Once again, the river
narrows and you will be close to bluffs with
deep cracks and moss covered ledges.

MILE 207.0

Caution! Excavating was necessary between
here and Old Hickory Dam to provide enough
water depth for navigation. Stay fairly close to
the center of the river to avoid the possibility
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of hitting underwater rock. Also, don’t attempt
to anchor. The river can quickly rise or fall
depending on how much water is being released
from Old Hickory Dam nine miles upstream.
MILE 212.1

This is the Old Hickory bridge for Old Hickory
Blvd. and Tenn. 45 that serve several suburban
communities east of Nashville.

MILE 216.2

This is Old Hickory Lock & Dam. The dam,
built in 1957, is 3,750 feet long and creates Old
Hickory Lake. At normal pool, the lake has
an area of 22,500 acres and a shoreline of 440
miles. The lock has four floating mooring posts
on each side.

Cheatham Lake
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MILE 216.3

As you leave the lock, you will see the largest
expanse of water since you left the lower end
of Lake Barkley. Despite its width, the lake
has considerable shallow water. So use caution
when you leave the navigation channel and designated secondary channels and when approaching marinas. Also, there are very few good
anchorages on the lower end of Old Hickory
Lake. They are becoming increasingly rare
because of rapid residential development.
This is the water playground for boaters in
Nashville and surrounding cities. So be prepared for a lot of intense activity, especially on
summer weekends. The lake is lined with fine
homes including some owned by country music
celebrities.

MILE 216.4
MARINA
RESTAURANT

Anchor High Marina is immediately above the
dam on the right side of the large embayment
at port. Facing the marina on the left side is the
Rockland Recreation Area.
To reach the marina’s fuel dock, pass to the
right of the covered slips and toward the large
blue and white striped building. The fuel dock
will be at port as you clear the end of the dock.
Important! If you need diesel fuel, get it
here. No diesel is available on the Cumberland
beyond this point.
Anchor High Marina
128 River Road, P.O. Box 2288
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075
615-824-2175
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Open all year, except the last two weeks in
December, from 9AM to 6PM from mid-March
until mid-October and from 8AM to 5PM the
rest of the year. Can accommodate boats up to
65 feet. Has five transient slips. Has 30-amp
and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at
the fuel dock is about 12 feet at normal pool.
Has gas and diesel fuel. Can repair gas and

diesel engines. Has ice, snacks, beverages and
ship’s store. Taxi service is available for transportation to downtown Hendersonville (one
mile). Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The Anchor High Restaurant, on a
paddle wheel boat docked at the marina, is open
all year except during January and February.
The menu offers a wide range of choices including steak and seafood.
DAYMARK 218.2

At starboard and stretching for more than a mile
along the river is the town of Old Hickory. It
blossomed in the late 1950s when DuPont built
a plant to manufacture nylon and cellophane.
Many of the homes in Old Hickory are notable
because of the widespread use of Cape Cod
architecture, the result of many of the plant
managers moving here from the East Coast.

MILE 222.2
MARINAS

At port is the marked entrance to Drakes Creek.
A mile up the creek and at port is Drakes
Creek Marina. The fuel dock and ship’s store is
between the first and second docks.
Drakes Creek Marina
441 Sanders Ferry Road
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075
615-822-3886
Open all year, 8AM to 7PM from Memorial
Day until Labor Day and from 8AM to 5PM the
remainder of the year. Can accommodate boats
up to 70 feet. Has no transient slips but “we can
usually find a place. We haven’t turned anyone
away.” Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock is eight feet at
normal pool. Has gas, pumpout, ice, snacks and
basic boating supplies. Has 35-ton sling lift and
15,000-pound and 20,000-pound capablity fork
lifts. Can provide a wide range of repair services including parts and warranty service for
Mercruiser, Volvo, Marine Power, Westerbeke
and Crusader plus fiberglass repair and bottom
painting. Monitors channels 16. Channel 10 is
used inside the harbor.
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About a mile past the Drakes Creek Marina you
will pass a point on your port side on which
large homes have been built. Directly across
from the point on the other side of Drakes Creek
and on the north side of an embayment almost
even with the red buoy is Rock Castle, the first
rock house built in middle Tennessee. The main
house has a chimney at each end. At the rear of
the house, and easily seen from the water, is the
metal roofed brick smokehouse.
Daniel Smith built Rock Castle in 1790 while
this part of what was to become Tennessee was
still part of North Carolina. Smith was prominent in Tennessee’s early development. He surveyed the state’s border and helped survey the
city of Nashville. In 1798, he succeeded Andrew
Jackson as U.S. Senator.
Much of the original 3,000-acre plantation is
covered by Old Hickory Lake. Only the house,
smokehouse, the family cemetery and 18 acres
remain. The house is one of several historic
homes in the county and is open for tours.
Another mile farther up Drakes Creek is
Creekwood Marina. The marina office is on
the street end of the first dock. The fuel pumps
on the other end will be clearly visible as you
approach.
Creekwood Marina
259 Saunders Ferry Road
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075
615-824-7963
Open all year, 9AM to 6PM April through
October and 9AM to 5PM the rest of the year
except closed on Monday. Can accommodate
boats up to 70 feet. Has no set number of transient slips but “we let transients have whatever
is available.” Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock at normal pool is 12 feet. Has gas. Has showers and
pumpout. A convenience store and Steamboat
68

Old Hickory Lake

Bill’s Cajun Seafood Restaurant are across the
street. Downtown Hendersonville is about two
miles away. Monitors channel 16.
MILE 224.0
ANCHORAGE

At starboard is Nokes Branch. This embayment
doesn’t meet the requirements of a good anchorage and it can be quite active, especially on
weekends. But it’s one of the few places where
you can get off the lake to stay overnight.
Follow the buoyed entrance where water depth
will be about seven feet at normal pool. Once
you’re past the buoys, depth will increase to
about 15 feet. Perhaps the best location for
anchoring is near the private yacht club. Wind
protection is fair from all directions.

MILE 225.1

Almost every lake has a gathering place for
those who want to see and be seen. That place
on Old Hickory Lake is the small island at starboard surrounded by very shallow water. It’s
locally referred to as “Two Foot” and is crowded every summer weekend and sometimes in
between times with boats and a crowd of people
enjoying themselves.

DAYMARK 232.6
ANCHORAGE

About a half mile beyond this Daymark is a
marked channel to starboard leading to the
Cedar Creek Yacht Club, a private facility.
Water depth will be about 10 feet at normal pool
as you leave the main channel then deepen to
about 20 feet. After you pass the second set of
secondary channel markers, head for the Club’s
fuel dock. Before reaching it, however, turn into
the large embayment at port leading to the Lone
Branch access area. There is a bridge at the far
end. Swing to port around and past the picnic
and swimming area where water depth will be
at least 10 feet at normal pool. The banks are
mostly wooded and there are no nearby structures except for Benders Ferry Road that runs
along the southeastern side. Wind protection
is good, especially from the south and west,
and there is plenty of space for swinging on
one anchor. For good reason, this is a favorite
anchorage among local boaters.
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DAYMARK 236.8
MARINA
RESTAURANT
ANCHORAGES

Just before you reach this Daymark is the
marked entrance to Station Camp Creek.
About a mile up the creek and visible from
the main channel is Gallatin Marina. A course
slightly to starboard of the center of the creek
will provide greatest water depth.
Gallatin Marina
727 Marina Drive
Gallatin, Tennessee 37066
615-452-9876
Open all year, 8:30AM to 6PM April 1 until Nov
1 with limited hours the rest of the year. Can
accommodate boats up to 100 feet. Has 10 transient slips. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical
service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 14 feet at
normal pool. Has pumpout, gas, launch ramp, ice
and a limited selection of groceries and boating
supplies. Taxi service is available for travel to the
nearest grocery store and to downtown Gallatin
about three miles away. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: A restaurant on the premises
is open Memorial Day through Labor Day.
Outdoor buffets are served on Friday nights
with a brunch on Saturdays and Sundays. This
is a very popular eatery among local boaters.
Anchorages: Both Station Camp Creek and the
West Fork of Station Camp Creek offer anchoring possibilities. Water depth is about 20 feet in
the center of both embayments but can become
suddenly shallower as you move toward either
bank. Wind protection is good to excellent but
boat traffic can be heavy on weekends.

MILE 237.8
ANCHORAGE
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This anchorage is somewhat difficult to enter
but is worth the effort.
The entrance is at port about halfway between
the first and second set of red-green buoys after
you pass Daymark 236.8. Follow the curve of
the riverbank that’s a rocky ledge but stay 200
to 300 off the bank where water depth will be
eight to ten feet at normal pool. Once you are

well inside the embayment and lined up with its
center, depth will increase to 15 to 20 feet. Go
no farther than about three-fourths of the way
to the end of the embayment to anchor. Most all
the land surrounding you is Camp Boxwell, a
Boy Scout camp. It’s a generally quiet environment, both banks are wooded and wind protection is good.
DAYMARK 239.6
MARINA
RESTAURANT

Just before reaching this Daymark you will pass
under the Martha-Gallatin bridge for Tenn.
109 connecting Gallatin to the north with I-40 to
the south.
Immediately beyond at starboard is entrance to
the Cherokee Resort Marina. This marina does
not monitor channel 16. Use considerable care
as you leave the main channel. Go at idle speed
as you follow the buoyed channel to the dock
straight ahead. Favor the upstream edge of the
channel. The water may be as shallow as about
five feet at normal pool but gradually deepens
to about eight feet at the fuel dock. Go to the
right of the dock that’s roofed at the end and tie
up just beyond or continue to the gas pumps.
Because of shallow water, larger boats should
avoid the left side of the dock.
Important! Check your fuel supply here. The
next available fuel is 77 miles upstream.
Cherokee Resort Marina
450 Cherokee Dock Road
Lebanon, Tennessee 37087
615-452-1515
Open all year, closed on Monday. Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Has 18 transient
slips and 30-amp electrical service. Has gas.
Restaurant: Many boaters stop here or make
this an overnight destination so they can eat at
the Cherokee Steak House Restaurant. Open
evenings for dinner, it’s well known throughout
central Tennessee. Country music celebrities
dine here because of the informal atmosphere.
Old Hickory Lake
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MILE 242.0

The wide water of Old Hickory Lake and most
of the fine homes are now behind you. Again,
the Cumberland looks much more like a river.

MILE 243.6

As you pass under these aerial crossings, you
will have a good view of the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s Gallatin Steam Plant and its two
500-foot stacks.

MILE 246.0
ANCHORAGE

To starboard is Sandy Chapel embayment. This
may well be one of the best anchorages on the
entire Cumberland River. It’s also very easy
to pass by if you aren’t alert. The entrance is
immediately beyond the fourth red buoy past
Daymark 243.8. The entrance is narrow and
water depth is as little as seven feet at normal
pool. But inside, water depth increases to about
10 feet. After you enter, follow the embayment
to port then back to starboard and continue to
the right of the launch ramp where you will be
away from boat traffic. Water depth there will
be about seven feet at normal pool. This anchorage is surrounded by trees and offers excellent
protection from wind from any direction. There
is one house near the launch ramp but it’s hidden from view. Although generally peaceful and
quiet during the week, this anchorage is often
busy on weekends.

DAYMARK 247.7

This is the site of the town of Cairo founded
in 1799 by Revolutionary War hero General
James Winchester. Cairo was the first town in
Trousdale County and quickly became important as a river port and commercial center. But
with the coming of railroads and better land
transportation, Cairo’s importance diminished.
By 1900 it had become a ghost town.

MILE 248.5
ANCHORAGE

At port is the entrance to Bledsoe Creek, a good
place to get off the main river. Slightly favor the
left side of this embayment after you enter and
keep close watch on your depthfinder. Water
depth is about 25 feet at normal pool and generally becomes more shallow as you move toward
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either bank. Beyond the gradually sloping and
generally open banks is a mixture of trees, farmland and distant farm buildings. Wind protection
is fair to good in all directions. Official charts
show that the channel is marked for more than
two miles. But because some channel markers
are missing, going beyond Daymark 1.0 isn’t
advisable.
DAYMARK 250.3

Just ahead of you at port is Cunningham Island
where the night of June 26, 1792 was a night of
terror.
A fort had been built on the western branch of
Bledsoe Creek that empties into the Cumberland
less than two miles downstream. Jacob Zeigler
and Joseph Wilson and their families plus a few
slaves occupied the fort. Earlier that day, a band
of Cherokee, Chickamauga and Creek Indians
killed a man working near the fort.
Then waiting until after dark, the Indians
attacked. They quickly shot and hacked their
way through the fort and after taking everything of value, set it on fire. Men, women and
children not killed or burned to death, were
captured and forced to walk to the Cumberland
River, cross to Cunningham Island and head
west toward the present city of Lebanon.

DAYMARK 252.0

By now, you know that part of the magic of the
Cumberland lies in the subtle touches of natural
beauty. One example is about a mile ahead at
port. Here, cedar trees cling to the face of the
rock bluff and offer a contrasting deep green
color to the lighter foliage of the hardwoods.

MILE 255.1
ANCHORAGE

At port and just beyond the tip of the island on
your starboard side is Saunders Branch embayment. Because of recent silting, don’t attempt
to enter this anchorage unless the water level is
at or near normal pool. As you enter, favor the
right side where water depth will be about six
feet at normal pool then eventually deepen to
about 15 feet. Don’t enter the shallow cove to
Old Hickory Lake
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starboard. Instead, anchor ahead of you where
the embayment splits into two coves. For even
greater protection from wind, move into either
of the coves. Pastureland and trees extend to the
water’s edge. This is a fairly quiet environment;
there are no structures and no launch ramp.
DAYMARK 255.6

At port is the beginning of Seven Mile Bluff.
Because of its length, the bluff is one of the
Cumberland’s most scenic natural wonders.
Cruise close to the bluff and it will delight you
with intricate patterns, textures and colors of
rock and plants extending 100 feet upward from
the water’s edge.

DAYMARK 259.0

You have just entered Trousdale County. With
an area of only 110 square miles, it’s the smallest county in Tennessee.

MILE 260.8
ANCHORAGE

If you are anchoring in this general area, you
will likely choose Cedar Creek three miles
ahead. Yet this anchorage behind Armstrong
Island is an alternative. Go behind the island
as soon as you approach the first of three red
buoys. Water depth when you are even with
the tip of the island will be about 15 feet at
normal pool. That’s where you will want to
stop because water depth increases to about 30
feet which is too deep for convenient anchoring. Because of shallow water and snags, don’t
attempt to exit at the upper end of the island.
This is a fairly open anchorage with minimal
wind protection. But the banks are generally
wooded and it is a quiet area except for occasional fishing boats.

MILE 263.0

This is the Nathan J. Harsh bridge for U.S. 231
that extends from Chicago to Panama City,
Florida, and locally links communities north of
the river with I-40 about 10 miles to the south.
Caution! From about this point to Cordell Hull
Lock & Dam 56 miles ahead, water levels can
fluctuate by as much as six feet over normal
pool, depending on how much water is being

74

Old Hickory Lake

released by upriver dams. Pay special attention
to the gages at this bridge, at Mile 299.5 and at
the bridge at Mile 308.2. If you anchor when
the water is above normal pool and don’t allow
for a possible drop in water level, you could be
stranded with no choice but to wait for the water
to rise, whenever that might be.
DAYMARK 263.8
ANCHORAGE

This is the entrance to Cedar Creek. It’s
marked by a sign indicating the Old Hickory
Wildlife Area. Keep to starboard as you enter.
The water depth is about 16 feet at normal pool
and varies from eight to 12 feet as you proceed
up the middle of the embayment. A good time
to stop to avoid shallow water is when you see
the launch ramp ahead. The gently sloping bank
is nearly all wooded with some agricultural
land mixed in. Wind protection is good from all
directions.
For the next two miles, you will be passing
through a Tennessee wildlife refuge. Along
many miles of the upper Cumberland, you are
likely to see several species of birds including
Canada geese.

MILE 264.5

Look closely through the trees at starboard
and you will see the red roofs of two distinctive stone houses. Still owned by the Corps
of Engineers, they are historically significant
because they were built in 1909-11 to serve as
living quarters for operators of old Lock and
Dam No. 5. Although they have been ruled as
eligible for the National Register of Historical
Places, they face an uncertain future.

MILE 268.0

This is the beginning of Beasley’s Bend. It
offers a striking contrast. On one side are bluffs
whose tops are as high as 250 feet above the
river. On the other side is a low, wide and graceful sweep of open farmland. Equally impressive
is the water depth that ranges upward of 90 feet.

DAYMARK 274.3

On December 6, 1862, Confederate General
John Morgan and his 1,500 Raiders crossed the
Old Hickory Lake
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Cumberland near here to engage 2,400 Union
soldiers in Hartsville, one of three strong Union
garrisons. Although greatly outnumbered,
Morgan quickly won the battle and captured
nearly 2,000 Union soldiers. It was one of the
war’s most successful cavalry raids.
Here’s a bit of historical trivia: More Civil War
battles were fought in Tennessee than any other
state except Virginia.
MILE 278.0

The bluff ahead at port is interesting because
of the arched shape of the rock strata and the
spring and early summer flowering plants.

MILE 278.3

As you round the bend, you will see the
Coleman-Winston bridge for Tenn. 141 that
links Hartsville on the north side of the river
with Lebanon, Tennessee and I-40 to the south.
About 1.5 miles beyond the bridge at port is
Big Goose Creek. About a mile up this creek in
1817, settlers established Hartsville. The town
has several historic structures including the
Rankin Hotel. One time during a particularly
bad flood, a steamboat traveling the Cumberland
River was able to tie up to the hotel so the crew
could attend a local dance. Today, Hartsville is a
pleasant town with a population of about 7,500.

MILE 279.0
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A short distance north of the launch ramp ahead
at port is where most of the battle of Hartsville
was fought. Despite bitter cold, four inches of
snow on the ground and the river’s chest deep
water, General Morgan moved his victorious
army back across the Cumberland River before
Union reinforcements could arrive. At the time,
many thought such a move would be impossible. Even today, historians are amazed at
Morgan’s daring and courage at Hartsville. Two
days later in nearby Murfreesboro, Confederate
President Jefferson Davis praised Morgan for
his brilliant achievement and promoted him to
the rank of Brigadier General.

MILE 281.6

At port is the wall of old Lock No.6. You can
tie up here. Water depth is about 20 feet at normal pool and there are several tie off points. But
you must take two precautions. Fender well to
protect your boat from wakes made by passing
boats. Also, leave plenty of slack in your lines
because the water may rise or drop suddenly,
Read the caution at Mile 263.0.

MILE 284.0

This is the site of the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s Hartsville nuclear plant, easily identified by the 500-foot high cooling towers. After
more than a billion dollars had been spent, construction was stopped in 1985 because of rising
costs and sagging demand for electric power.
Today, some of the site is used for training
TVA craft people such as welders, pipe fitters,
machinists and others needed for building and
maintaining TVA’s power generating facilities.

MILE 292.4

Years ago this was known as Wright’s Landing.
It was part of a Revolutionary War grant to
Captain Tilman Dixon and became a major port
during the days of the steamboats. Until about
1915, Romulus C. Wright and his descendants
operated a warehouse.
The Rome Ferry was renamed the “Jere
Mitchell” to honor a local resident killed in
WWII. According to an agreement with county
officials, the ferry was to remain until a bridge
was built at this location. The ferry was placed
on the National Register of Historic Sites in
1987. Today, there still is no bridge. But the
ferry is no longer operating and the ferryboat’s
rusting and vine covered hulk is resting on the
river’s south bank.

MILE 296.0

This is one of several places along the river
where the relationship of the rock strata with the
river creates the illusion that you are traveling
uphill or downhill rather than on the level.

MILE 296.8
ANCHORAGE

This anchorage is on the starboard side of
Bartlett’s Bar. After passing the red buoy, curve
gradually to starboard and stay in the middle
Old Hickory Lake
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where the water will be between 15 and 20 feet
deep at normal pool. Go no farther than just
past an imaginary line between the buoy and
the downstream tip of the island. It’s quiet and
there’s minimal current and good wind protection. Except for a sweep of agricultural land
to the south, the area is generally wooded and
there are no structures.
MILE 299.6

Immediately after the river makes a sharp turn
to port you will see the land wall of old Lock
No. 7 and a grassy area beyond. Water depth
at the wall is about 15 feet at normal pool.
Although this is designated as a First Class
Landing, commercial traffic on this part of the
river is rare. So you shouldn’t have a problem if
you tie up here. Water depth can fluctuate rapidly. Read the caution at Mile 263.0.

DAYMARK 302.4

The highway cut into the cliff on your port
side is Tenn. 25 that extends from Carthage to
Gallatin. For years it was known as the Avery
Trace, an early pioneer road.

MILE 306.2

MILE 307.5
MILE 308.0

As you pass the lower end of Goodall Island and
look ahead, the river seems to disappear into the
mountains. A short distance ahead, the river narrows to a width of only about 200 feet.
For a distance of a few hundred feet, the navigation channel is shallower than usual, about 11
feet at normal pool.

On your port side is the town of Carthage,
Tennessee. Founded in 1804, it has a population
of about 3,000, is the seat of Smith County and is
the home of former Vice President Albert Gore.
Ahead of you are two bridges less than a mile
apart. The first is the old steel Cordell Hull
bridge leading into downtown Carthage. It was
used for Tenn. 25 until the Veteran’s Memorial
bridge was built a few years ago to route the
highway around the town. It links Carthage and
several other towns on the north side of the river
with I-40 about five miles to the south. This is
the last bridge over the Cumberland for 41 miles.
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MILE 309.0

As you look ahead, the Cumberland appears to
continue straight. But what you are really seeing is the mouth of Caney Fork River. This is
a major tributary of the Cumberland and drains
more than 3,000 square miles of southeastern
Tennessee.
It was here that Captain William Walton came
about 1787 to establish an inn and operate a
ferry across both rivers. He also began the
Walton Road used by settlers from the east to
reach Middle Tennessee.

DAYMARK 309.2

This is where you turn to port to continue up
the Cumberland.

DAYMARK 312.0

Soon after passing this Daymark, you will see
Cordell Hull Lock & Dam. This complex, the
last on the channel portion of the Cumberland,
was completed in late 1973. It was named after
Cordell Hull, one of Tennessee’s most prominent citizens. The dam, 1,306 feet long, creates
a lake of 11,960 acres with a shoreline of 381
miles. The lock has four floating mooring posts
on each side.
Important! To lock through, you must notify
the Old Hickory lockmaster at least one day in
advance and no later than Friday noon if you
wish to lock through on Saturday, Sunday or
Monday.
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MILE 314.0

As you travel the first two miles after leaving the lock you realize that nothing so far has
prepared you for such a beautiful expanse of
water, trees, mountains and sky. No wonder this
part of the Cumberland has been called “Little
Switzerland.”

MILE 316.8
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

To port is Defeated Creek. It’s clearly
identified by signs and a campground. Turn off
the main channel well before you reach the
green buoy and head toward the set of buoys
marking the entrance to the creek.
After you pass the swimming area the embayment turns to port. The marina will soon come
into view on your port side. It’s much larger
than it first appears because it’s tucked well
back into a cove. Proceed along the dock then
turn to port between the marina and the river
bank to reach the fuel dock.
Defeated Creek Marina
160 Marina Lane
Carthage, Tennessee 37030
615-774-3131
Open all year, 8AM to 7PM every day from
Memorial Day until Labor Day and on weekends the remainder of the year. The owners live
on the premises if you need service after hours.
Can accommodate boats up to 75 feet. Has 30amp and 50-amp electrical service. There are
no transient slips but “we try to accommodate
everybody.” You should, however, call ahead
for transient accommodations. Water depth at
the fuel dock is about 18 feet at normal pool.
Has gas and launch ramp. Repair service on gas
engines is available on call. Has ice, laundromat
and pumpout. Transportation can sometimes
be arranged to Carthage eight miles away.
Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurant: The seasonal restaurant on the hill
above the marina has service both inside and
outside on a deck and offers breakfast, sandwiches and dinners.
Lodging: On the bank just above the marina are
cottages to accommodate up to six people.
Anchorage: Most all of the Defeated Creek
embayment provides good anchorage possibilities and water at least 10 feet deep at normal
pool. An aerial crossing about a half-mile past
the marina with a vertical clearance of 32 feet
at normal pool will limit some sailboats. Also,
the highway bridge beyond the aerial crossing
has a vertical clearance of 14 feet at normal
pool. Other than the Corps of Engineers recreation area, the gently sloping banks are either
heavily wooded or devoted to farmland and a
few houses. Because the embayment lies almost
due north and south, protection from east and
west winds is good.
The name “Defeated Creek” originated as the
result of an Indian raid. One snowy night in
1786, about 60 Cherokee Indians attacked John
Peyton, his two brothers Ephraim and Thomas,
John Frezer and Squire Grant. All were wounded except Epraim who suffered a sprained ankle
when the men were forced to run across a creek
during their escape. With no shoes or hats and
wearing only shirts and pants, the men spent
four torturous days walking 70 miles through
the wilderness to the settlement of Bledsoe’s
Lick for help. All recovered and went on to fight
other battles in their attempt to settle the frontier.
DAYMARK 318.2
ANCHORAGE

To port immediately after you pass this
Daymark is a good anchorage. Water depth is at
least 25 feet at normal pool in the center and
tapers to about 15 feet three-fourths of the
length of the embayment. The gentle sloping
banks are forested, the area is quiet, you will be
Cordell Hull Lake
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protected from all but southwest winds and there
is plenty of space for swinging on one anchor.
DAYMARK 321.2

Be particularly careful to follow the channel
markers in this area. Water depth outside the
buoys is often five feet or less at normal pool.

MILE 325.4

Here at the mouth of Buffalo Creek in the
Buffalo Community was a landing where steamboats made regular stops. Also, a ferry crossed
to Sullivan Bend on the other side of the river
to bring customers to McClellans store and students to the community school.
Ahead is the longest, widest and perhaps the
most scenic view on the upper Cumberland. The
water here is a half mile wide and extends ahead
of you for nearly four miles.

MILE 326.7
ANCHORAGE

At port and opposite a set of buoys is Duke
Hollow. To avoid shallow water, go straight into
the embayment on the downstream side of the
green buoy. Water depth at the entrance will be
about 25 feet at normal pool and will vary as
you travel toward the far end but will be at least
12 feet. Water depth at the end of the embayment where it splits into two small forks will
be about 10 feet. The gradually sloping banks
are heavily wooded and no houses are visible.
This quiet and isolated anchorage offers a fine
view back across the river with mountains in the
distance. There’s plenty of space for swinging
on one anchor and wind protection is excellent
from every direction except southwest.

DAYMARK 327.9

The wide water ahead is deceiving. Make sure
you follow the channel markers. The channel
turns rather sharply to starboard here.

DAYMARK 329.2
ANCHORAGE

Just before you reach this Daymark and on the
same side is the entrance to Hurricane Creek.
The entrance has a water depth of at least 30
feet at normal pool. Follow the center of the
embayment as it curves to port. Water depth
will be about 25 feet at normal pool as you pass
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the first cove at starboard which is crossed by
a bridge, about 18 feet as you pass the second
cove at starboard also crossed by a bridge and
about 12 feet as you enter the upper end of the
embayment which is the best anchoring location. The gradually sloping banks are wooded.
There are a few houses on the distant hillside
but none intrude. This is an excellent anchorage
providing fine protection from wind from every
direction except north and there is plenty of
space on which to swing on one anchor.
DAYMARK 331.2
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING

About a quarter of a mile past this Daymark is
the entrance to Granville Marina. To avoid
shallow water off the end of the breakwater,
come even with the highway bridge, turn to starboard toward the bridge, then turn to port as you
come even with the end of the dock.
Caution! This is the last location where fuel is
available. If you intend to cruise to Celina at the
end of the navigation channel, you must have
enough fuel on board for at least 100 miles plus
reserve.
Granville Marina Resort
7316 Granville Highway
Granville, Tennessee 38564
931-653-4360
Open all year, 7AM to 8PM during summer,
varied hours during winter. Can accommodate
boats up to 70 feet. The number of transient
slips varies. Has 30-amp electrical power.
Water depth at the fuel dock is about 10 feet at
normal pool. Has gas, launch ramp, light groceries, snacks, ice and pumpout. Engine repair
and grocery buying can be arranged. Monitors
channel 16.
Restaurant: The restaurant, just above the fuel
dock, is open all year, 7AM to 8PM seven days
a week, with limited hours during winter. The
varied menu ranges from sandwiches to full
breakfasts, plate lunches and steak dinners.
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Lodging: Motel units and cabins on the premises can be rented.
Settlers who first came to this area called it
Beech Hill. The name was changed to Granville
when the community was incorporated in 1837.
Granville became a big steamboat terminal and
a booming town with many businesses that
included five general stores, a bank, post office,
gristmill, blacksmith shop, icehouse, funeral
home, hotel, barber and beauty shops, doctors
offices and several warehouses. Lumber and
agricultural products including tobacco were
shipped downriver to Nashville and other large
cities. The steamboat landing was on the present
location of the local bank, that flat roofed building on the river just downstream from the park
at the end of the bridge that crosses Martins
Creek.
The rapid emergence of trucking doomed steamboat travel and Granville, along with many other
river towns, quickly faded. The town briefly
served as a maneuvers area for the U.S. Army
during WW II. It is now a small, quiet community.
MILE 337.7
ANCHORAGE
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Salt Lick Creek is a Corps of Engineers
recreation area. Enter it by turning to port
between the green buoy and the small island.
Water depth will be between 12 and 15 feet at
normal pool until you reach the mouth of the
creek where it deepens to as much as 25 feet.
Go past the launch ramp at port to a small cove.
Although space is somewhat limited, it does
offer a water depth of about 15 feet, excellent
wind protection and fine scenery. The cove at
starboard has similar depth and more space for
swinging on one anchor. Nearby on land are
shower and sanitary facilities.
You may have already noticed that the water in
the river is getting colder. Even in mid-summer,
the water temperature is seldom higher than 70
degrees and is likely to be even lower as you

approach Celina. The reason is that you are getting closer to Dale Hollow Dam and Wolf Creek
Dam. Water released from the bottoms of these
high dams is much colder than surface water.
The contrast in water and air temperatures can
produce thick fog. At the same time, however,
it often produces spectacular visual effects near
the water and at the base of the many bluffs,
especially those facing north.
DAYMARK 340.5

Caution! For the next two miles, the small
islands at starboard can easily confuse you and
there are no buoys to indicate the channel. Slow
down, bear to port and steer toward the distant
bluff where the river turns to starboard. These
islands, however, do make this part of the river
particularly beautiful.

MILE 344.0
ANCHORAGE

The narrow embayment at port is Wartrace
Creek. This is the last embayment before you
pass under the aerial power crossing less than
a mile farther upstream. The entrance is easily
identified because it’s at the end of the bluff facing the river.
Soon after you enter, water depth will be about
15 feet at normal pool. Head for the beach area
marked with “Boats Keep Out” buoys, then turn
to starboard. As you approach the launch ramp,
water depth decreases to five to seven feet at
normal pool. The gently sloping to steep banks
are mostly wooded, there are no nearby structures and the scenery is easy on the eyes. Wind
protection is best from the east but is good from
all directions. This Corps of Engineers access
area is busy during the summer season. At the
end of the embayment is Tenn. 85.

MILE 344.2

In this area, large beds of cattails grow near the
riverbanks and in shallow water near the edge of
the channel.
The seed heads are widely used in decorating.
But at one time, silky down from the heads
was used to dress wounds and for upholstering.
Cordell Hull Lake
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During World War I, it was used in the manufacture of artificial silk and served as a substitute for cotton.
MILE 347.0

Canada geese are common along this part of the
river. These birds are impressive as they swim
in shallows along the banks or take flight.

MILE 349.5

This is the Frank G. Clement bridge for Tenn.
85A that links Gainesboro with communities to
the west.
For the next eight miles, you will be passing
through a wildlife refuge.

MILE 357.6
ANCHORAGE

You are now near Gainesboro at starboard.
It has a population of about 1,100 and is the seat
of Jackson County.
Just above the Gainesboro bridge that takes
Tenn. 56 across the Cumberland is the entrance
to Roaring River that’s spanned by the Tenn. 53
bridge. If your boat has a slow cruising speed
and your destination is Celina where the navigation channel ends, consider anchoring here and
making the round trip to Celina in one day for
a total distance of 48 miles. That’s particularly
important because there are no good places to
anchor upriver from this point.
When you enter Roaring River, stay in the center where the water depth will be at least 20 feet
at normal pool. Don’t cut the corner short. After
you reach the curve, bear to port and favor that
side of the river where water depth will be about
nine feet at normal pool.
The best place to anchor is just before you reach
the swimming area at starboard, part of a Corps
of Engineers recreation area. Water depth there
will range from about seven to ten feet at normal pool. The other side of Roaring River is
densely wooded. There’s good wind protection
here from all directions except the southeast,
plenty of space for swinging on one anchor,
generally little or no current and the water is
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good for swimming. There may, however, be
some small boat traffic..
MILE 365.0

Here, the river begins to closely parallel Tenn.
53 that links Gainesboro and Celina. Less than
two miles upstream, you will leave this noisy
reminder of civilization and again be alone with
the serenity of the landscape.

DAYMARK 368.2

Ahead, the river becomes even narrower with an
imposing limestone bluff on one side and low
rolling land on the other.

DAYMARK 370.7

In the distance is The Seven Sisters Bluff.
Named by Daniel Boone, it becomes increasingly impressive as you approach it. As you pass,
it overpowers you more than perhaps any other
formation along the Cumberland.
Near here the steamboat Ira B. Rae was hit by a
tornado. Loaded mostly with livestock, the boat
sank in just a few minutes. Divers have recovered several artifacts including the ship’s bell
and pieces of silverware.

MILE 371.8

At this point, you have just passed the upstream
end of Turkey Creek Island. A half-mile south is
High Cedar Cemetery where Abraham Lincoln’s
grandparents are buried. Mr. Lincoln owned
land in this vicinity until he was killed in 1814
in an Indian raid.

MILE 373.3

At starboard is the mouth of Mill Creek and site
of Butler’s Landing. The Butler family owned
and operated several large warehouses in which
goods were stored until being shipped downstream. The first Clay County court meeting was
held in a store on March 6, 1871.

MILE 377.0

After heading almost straight east for about
two miles, the river turns northeast at the bluff
at starboard. This is where Abraham Lincoln’s
grandfather operated a saltpeter mine. The
Lincolns floated the saltpeter to Nashville where
it was used to make gunpowder.
Cordell Hull Lake
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MILE 380.8

This bridge takes Tenn. 52 into Celina, seat of
Clay County.
During the Civil War, cannon fire from Union
forces on the other side of the river nearly
destroyed the town. Rebuilt after the war, Celina
became a major port for steamboats operating
between Nashville and Burnside, Kentucky.
The town’s greatest claim to fame is that
Cordell Hull opened his first law office here
in 1891. Hull grew up in Celina and eventually served in the Tennessee and U.S. House
of Representatives and in the U.S. Senate. He
was Secretary of State under President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, negotiated the “Good Neighbor”
policy toward Latin America and was a strong
supporter of creating the United Nations. In
1945, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
his efforts toward promoting world peace.
Today, Celina’s population of about 1,600 is
supported mainly by agriculture and by tourists
who visit nearby Dale Hollow Lake.

MILE 380.9

At starboard after you pass under the bridge is
the mouth of the Obey River. When the great
virgin forests were being cut, large rafts of logs
were floated down the Obey to Celina and on to
Nashville.
Water depth for at least the first mile of the
Obey is about 12 feet at normal pool. There is a
launch ramp that’s part of a city park. The river
is narrow. If you do choose to cruise it for a
short distance with a larger boat, you will have
the most turning space at the launch ramp.
Celina has no docking facilities and anchoring
in the Obey is risky because of rapidly fluctuating water depth and current. This is caused by
the release of water from hydroelectric units at
Dale Hollow Dam about seven miles upstream.
If you wish to anchor in the area overnight, a
marginal option is to go to the other side of the
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Cumberland River and anchor above the bridge.
Although water is often released from Wolf
Creek Dam about 50 miles upstream, the rise
in water level and rate of current normally is no
cause for alarm if you are firmly anchored.
MILE 381.0

The navigation channel ends at the mouth of
Proctor Creek at port just beyond the bridge.
The Cumberland extends nearly 350 miles
beyond Celina and includes Lake Cumberland
and the Big South Fork National River and
Recreation Area. Both offer some of the best
scenery in the Southeast.
Even though you can’t cruise to those areas, you
will be satisfied in knowing you have traveled
another of America’s great rivers. Many other
boaters will eventually follow as they also discover the beauty of the Cumberland.

Cordell Hull Lake

91

Where You Can Get More Information
Cumberland River navigation charts are prepared and updated annually by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. The 8x14-inch spiral bound folio of 62 charts covers the
river and selected tributaries. The cost of this folio is subject to change. So call or
write the Corps to get the current price. Send check or money order made payable to
FAO U.S. Army Engineer Division, Ohio River to:
U.S. Corps of Engineers
U.S. Court House Annex
110 9th Avenue South
Nashville, Tennessee 37202
615-736-2950
Also available from the Corps are colorful folding maps of each of the four lakes.
They provide general information including recreational facilities, wildlife areas and
public land generally open to the public for landing, picnicking and bank fishing.
Single copies of these maps are free.
As already mentioned, latest information on lock closings is available from the Corps
by calling 615-736-5607. You can call that same number for specific information on
vertical clearances at bridge and power line crossings.
Contact the following for tourist information concerning Kentucky and Tennessee:
Kentucky Department of
Travel Development
22nd Floor, Capital Plaza Tower
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
1-800-225-8747
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Tennessee Department of
Tourism Development
320 6th Avenue N.
Nashville, Tennessee 37201
615-741-2158

The following offices in towns and counties on or near the river and listed in
approximate order from Smithland, Kentucky, upstream to Celina, Tennessee,
are good sources for tourist and related information.
Smithland Area Chamber
of Commerce
P.O. Box 196
Smithland, Kentucky 42081
270-928-2446
Livingston County Tourist Commission
721 Complex Drive
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045
270-928-4005 or 1-800-977-0325
Grand Rivers Tourism Commission
P.O. Box 181
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045
270-362-0152 or 1-888-493-0153
Land Between The Lakes
100 Van Morgan Drive
Golden Pond, Kentucky 42231-9001
270-924-2000
www.lbl.org
Lyon Joint Tourism Commission
P.O. Box 1030
Eddyville, Kentucky 42038
270-388-5300
1-800-355-3885
www.lakebarkley.org
Cadiz-Trigg County
Tourist Commission
P.O. Box 735
Cadiz, Kentucky 42211
270-522-3892
Stewart County Chamber
of Commerce
P.O. Box 147
Dover, Tennessee 37058
931-232-8290

Clarksville/Montgomery County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 883
Clarksville, Tennessee 37041-0883
931-648-0001
www.clarksville.tn.us
Cheatham County Chamber
of Commerce
106 Duke Street, P.O. Box 354
Ashland City, Tennessee 37015
615-792-6722
www.cheathamchamber.org
Nashville Convention & Visitors Bureau
211 Commerce Street, Suite 100
Nashville, Tennessee 37201
615-259-4700 or 1-800-657-6910
Wilson County Convention
& Visitors Bureau
945 Badour Parkway E.
Lebanon, Tennessee 37087
615-453-9655
www.wilsoncountycvb.com
Hartsville-Trousdale
Chamber of Commerce
240 Broadway
Hartsville, Tennessee 37074
615-374-9243
www.hartsvilletrousdale.com
Smith County Area
Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 70
Carthage, Tennessee 37030
615-735-2093
Dale Hollow - Clay County
Chamber of Commerce
424 Brown Street, P.O. Box 769
Celina, Tennessee 38551
931-243-3338
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