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About The Author
During his 47 years as a professional writer and
photographer, Fred Myers has traveled throughout all 50 states, in several foreign countries
and around the world. Many of his quieter times
between assignments, however, have been spent
on boats. As a resident of northern Alabama
for 42 years, he has extensive knowledge of the
region’s waterways and the surrounding countryside. During the last 14 years, he and his wife
Joan have logged nearly 26,000 miles on the
Tennessee River, the Cumberland River and the
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway. This book as
well as the other books by Fred, the Cumberland
River CruiseGuid
CruiseGuide and The Tenn-Tom NittyGritty CruiseGuide, are the only available cruising guides devoted exclusively to each of these
waterways.

The title Tennessee River CruiseGuide is a registered trademark.
All rights reserved. Except for use in a review, production in whole or in part by any means whatsoever including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system is prohibited without written permission from the publisher.
Although every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and completeness of all information, the
publisher assumes no liability for errors, changes or omissions. The use of any reference or description contained in this book, navigational or otherwise, is at the user’s own risk. The publisher shall
not be liable to the purchaser or to any third party for loss or injury allegedly caused by the publisher or the book or the information it contains or for consequential, exemplary, incidental or special
damages. Boaters are strongly urged to obtain and correctly use current charts prepared by the U.S.
Corps of Engineers and the Tennessee Valley Authority.
Copies of this book are available by mail. Direct all orders to CruiseGuides, P.O. Box 67, Elon
College, NC 27244-0067. For ordering only, call toll free 1-800-803-0809 or send e-mail to:
opcom@cruisingguide.com
For other information or if you would like to talk with Fred, you may call him at 256-766-4802 in
Florence, Alabama, or send e-mail to: writerfred@aol.com
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FRONT COVER: On an early June afternoon, the author’s American Tug
“Liberty Belle” rests easy at anchor in Ewes Bay at Mile 36.0 on the Tennessee
River. Beyond is the wide expanse of Kentucky Lake.
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A Note From The Author
It was an early summer day back in 1989 when I left the Tennessee River at Mile
504.4, entered Richland Creek and docked at Bluewater Campground & Boat
Dock.
After tying up, I walked steep steps to the small office and store. There were the
usual fixtures, merchandise cases and racks. A quick glance told me all had been
well used for a long time. Past the potato chips and candy bars were a small
table, chairs and a TV. On the walls was an assortment of calendars, pictures and
notices. It was homey, comfortable and definitely country.
Left of the front door was a high counter. Behind it sat Dee Whitaker. She greeted
me warmly. I was impressed by her pleasantness and how softly she spoke as I
asked for information to include in the CruiseGuide. Bluewater isn’t a marina. Yet,
over the years, Dee and husband Ed had been offering refreshments, fuel and
easy conversation to countless boaters.
In the 14 years since, whether traveling by car or boat and no matter how weary,
I had always taken time to stop to visit with Dee. I looked forward to her smile and
warm voice. She never disappointed.
But when I stopped last spring, she told me she and Ed had sold Bluewater and
would soon be moving to Ohio to be close to children and grandchildren. The new
owner was Doug Whitaker, her nephew. Young and energetic, he would soon be
making his own mark. I had the feeling the place Dee and Ed called home for so
many years was in good hands.
Then I had to go. Dee and I walked out on the front porch where the pop
machines were making their usual wheezing sounds. We said goodbye with
clasped hands, best wishes and tears in our eyes. So ended another chapter in
the book of human experience and the passing of the torch to the next generation.
I have seen many changes along the river. Some have been the dramatic emerging of impressive places such as Grand Harbor Marina, our homeport on the
Tenn-Tom and located within sight of the Tennessee. Others have been quiet and
sentimental happenings such as that at Bluewater.
The Tennessee, however, continues to flow as it always has, defining beauty for
everyone who cruises it.
That beauty isn’t limited to such things as mountains and sunsets. It’s also in
the people living along the river, part of the strong fabric that defines America.
They are people who wave at strangers and offer help. It may seem slow and old
fashioned. But it’s a genuine goodness. It’s the kind you can count on, the Dee
Whitaker kind.
And so it is with this new Fifth Edition. It retains the qualities that have made this
book a trusted companion for thousands who have cruised the Tennessee. Yet,
new information has been added as I continue to fulfill my commitment to help
make cruising the river safer, enjoyable and more interesting.
Here’s wishing you the best in your travels.
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Fred Myers
Author and Publisher

How To Use The CruiseGuide
WARNING! This book is not to be used for navigational purposes
or as a substitute for government navigation charts and other official documents. The author and publisher disclaims any liability for
loss or damage to property or persons which may occur as a result
of using or interpreting any information contained in this book.
This book is easy to use. It’s small and lightweight for use at the helm. The
spiral binding allows you to quickly find and keep the proper page in front
of you. Space on each page of the Cruise Section plus other blank spaces
allows you to enter your own notes.

Far more detail could have been included. But that would have defeated the
goal of offering a concise yet reasonably complete summary of what you
want to know about cruising the Tennessee River.
Again, don’t consider this book as a substitute for official publications and
charts. In fact, to get the most from the CruiseGuide, use it as a supplement
to the official charts.
The first section is the Reference Section. Read it carefully so you know
how you can quickly access specific information.

The much larger Cruise Section describes the river beginning at Mile 0.0 at
Paducah, Kentucky, and ending at Mile 652.0 near Knoxville, Tennessee,
where the Tennessee River begins.
Indicated along the margin of each page are “DAYMARK” or “MILE.”
DAYMARK refers to a specific navigation aid on the river shown on the
official charts. MILE indicates an estimated location as it relates to navigational aids and other physical objects.
The other margin designations, MARINA, FUEL, REPAIR FACILITY,
LODGING, RESTAURANT, FOOD, RESORT, DOCKAGE and
ANCHORAGE quickly identify the locations of these services.

Directions for finding each marina and anchorage are related to natural
features as much as possible. This will prove helpful whether you are using
the CruiseGuide to go upstream or downstream.
Not all marinas on the river are included because either they can’t or don’t
meet the needs of cruising boaters. Also, marinas and other facilities aren’t
rated because personal tastes and conditions under which you might use
them are far too variable.
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Although descriptions of marina services have been verified, any service
not listed probably isn’t available. But marina ownership and services can
and do change. So if a particular service is important to you, call ahead. All
marinas listed accept one or more leading credit cards.
Not all restaurants at a given location are listed. Those that are can be easily
reached and are often recommended to transient boaters. Also, restaurants
at or near marinas may not be open or may have ceased operation by the
time you arrive. Again, if that’s important to you, call ahead.

Some of the listed anchorages are indicated on official charts as First Class
or Second Class harbors. Other anchorages are those recommended by
local boaters and marina operators. Still others are ones we believe are
worthy of your attention. Unless otherwise noted, water depths refer to the
center or near center of each embayment.
Finally, there is much to see and do along and near the Tennessee. Contact
the information sources listed at the back of the CruiseGuide and tell them
of your special interests.

The River Called The Tennessee
The Tennessee, one of the Nation’s great rivers, drains an area of about
40,000 square miles. It’s the largest tributary of the Ohio River and in
terms of stream flow is the seventh largest in the United States.

It begins just east of Knoxville, Tennessee, with the joining of the Holston
River and the French Broad River. Headwaters for the Holston are in the
rolling hills of southwest Virginia. The French Broad begins east of the
Great Smoky Mountains.

From Knoxville, the Tennessee flows southwest through east Tennessee
into northeast Alabama before turning westward across Alabama’s northern
tier of counties to the northeastern tip of Mississippi.
At that point, the river turns north, flows through western Tennessee and
Kentucky and joins the Ohio River at Paducah, Kentucky.

Clearly, the Tennessee doesn’t flow logically. Water from east of the
Smoky Mountains cuts through those mountains to join the Tennessee
instead of flowing eastward to the Atlantic. The main river cuts through the
Cumberland Plateau instead of going around it and turns northward for 200
miles toward the Ohio River instead of continuing westward and joining
8 the much closer Mississippi River.

First visited by the Spanish explorer DeSoto in 1540, the Tennessee
became a vital route for other explorers and for settlers. But for early boaters, traveling the Tennessee was far from easy. There were whirlpools,
sand bars and snags. Winter and spring rains often caused the river to
become a raging torrent.
Also, freight boats were limited to the upper and lower ends of the river.
Rapids at Muscle Shoals, Alabama, prevented boats from traveling the
entire length. In the 15 miles between the present Wheeler Dam and
Wilson Dam, the river dropped nearly 100 feet.

Boats arriving at Muscle Shoals had to be unloaded, pulled by horses past
the rapids, then reloaded. It was time consuming and backbreaking work.
Not until 1890 were the rapids bypassed by a canal containing several
locks.

In 1913, Hales Bar Dam was completed about 35 miles downstream from
Chattanooga. It was the first attempt to use the river’s waterpower to generate electricity. And in 1918, the Department of the Army decided to build a
dam at Muscle Shoals to generate power for a munitions plant and to create
deep water for navigation on that part of the river.
Then in 1933, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was created as part
of President Roosevelt’s New Deal. The TVA promised electric power and
a program of resource development to the people of the Valley, most of
whom were economically destitute.
The main thrust of that effort was the building of dams. There are nine of
them on the river. All have navigation locks. First is Kentucky Dam just
upstream from where the Tennessee joins the Ohio River at Paducah, followed by Pickwick Dam, Wilson Dam that has the Nation’s sixth highest single lift lock, Wheeler Dam, Guntersville Dam, Nickajack Dam,
Chickamauga Dam near Chattanooga, Watts Bar Dam and Fort Loudoun
Dam which is a few miles downstream from Knoxville.

With these dams plus many others on the Tennessee’s tributaries, TVA is
able to prevent disastrous floods, generate tremendous amounts of hydroelectric power and provide a deep and dependable navigation channel for
the entire 652-mile length of the river.

Although creating recreational opportunities wasn’t one of TVA’s most
important goals, local boaters have long appreciated the Tennessee. Now,
its fame is spreading as increasing numbers of boaters are discovering that
the Tennessee offers some of the Nation’s finest freshwater cruising.
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The Tennessee and its tributaries have more than a thousand square miles
of water surface and more than 11,000 miles of shoreline. Kentucky Lake
alone has a shoreline of 2,380 miles, longer than that of the entire west
coast of the United States.

Because the Tennessee takes an unusual course through both mountains
and flatlands, its banks are never monotonous. In places, they are so low
you can see the fields beyond. But in others, bluffs tower hundreds of feet
above the river.

To cruise the Tennessee is to see a slice of America. There are small farms,
large cities and remnants of Indian and pioneer cultures mixed with striking
evidence of today’s technology.
Whether you travel all or only part of it, there’s a good chance the
Tennessee will provide you with many pleasant memories.
Important Notes About Navigating
Those who have traveled on the Tennessee, especially commercial towboat
pilots, consider the river one of the best marked and easiest to navigate of
all the inland waterways.
Remarkable in itself is the fact that there is a guaranteed nine-foot navigation channel for all but the last three miles of its 652-mile length.
Many well-placed and well-maintained navigational aids plus 24-hour
operation of all but Fort Loudoun lock make travel possible both day and
night. Also, more than 200 miles of the river’s tributaries are marked with
buoys and other navigational aids.

Just remember the direction in which you are going. If you are a Midwest
boater, you are accustomed to going downstream on such rivers as the Ohio
and Mississippi. When you enter the Tennessee at Paducah, your brain
insists you are still going “down.” That’s true in terms of heading south but
the fact is, you’re going upstream. That can be very confusing.
One marina manager says he knows a boater in Cincinnati who had this
problem. After almost running aground as a result of cruising on the wrong
side of the red buoys, the boater mounted a short piece of wood at the helm
with a red knob on one end and a green knob on the other. When he enters
the Tennessee, he switches the knobs as a constant reminder of “red right
returning.”
10

Perhaps the most important aspect of navigating the Tennessee is in knowing the pool level of each of the nine lakes. Lake levels don’t vary enough
during summer to cause concern among boaters except during extremely

dry or wet years. During late winter and spring, heavy rains can cause the
river to rise to flood stage.

You should know, however, that during the summer TVA begins to lower
water levels as part of its overall water management plan for the river.

The drawdown begins on Kentucky Lake, usually in early July, and is completed on the upper reaches of the river by early December. The maximum
drawdown is about five feet upriver as far as Chattanooga and about seven
feet upriver from Chattanooga to Knoxville.
Water level gages are at each dam and at other locations along the river.
By reading the gages as you pass them you can add or subtract any deviation of the reading from what the gage would read at normal pool level and
add or subtract that figure from the normal pool level given for each lake to
determine actual pool level.

Lake levels are broadcast at certain times of the day by the local NOAA
weather stations you can access on VHF channels. The Coast Guard, Group
Ohio Valley, gives lake levels in its announcements to navigational interests. It alerts boaters on channel 16 then provides the information a few
seconds later on channel 22.
Also, you can call TVA’s Lake Information Line at 1-800-238-2264. When
the electronic voice answers, press 1 for observed lake elevations or press 2
for predicted lake elevations. Then press the two-number code for the lake
in which you are interested. They are: Kentucky, 33; Pickwick, 32; Wilson,
31; Wheeler, 30; Guntersville, 29; Nickajack, 28; Chickamauga, 27; Watts
Bar, 18; and Fort Loudoun, 08. Press the * key to return to the main menu.
Hang up to exit the system.
Once you know the pool level, you can easily determine approximate water
depth. The Corps of Engineers charts show depths at normal pool level for
different parts of the river bottom. Comparing those figures with actual
pool level can help you choose a safe route as an alternative to the designated navigation channel.
Here’s an example:

Suppose you are cruising upstream on Wheeler Lake and are nearing
Decatur, Alabama. You decide at Mile 301.0 to leave the navigation channel and take a closer look at the riverbank at starboard.
The official navigation chart shows that the river bottom where you wish
to leave the channel has an elevation of 538 feet above sea level. It also
shows that just beyond, the contour of the river bottom increases to an
elevation of 550 feet.
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Now assume you have seen from the charts that the elevation of Wheeler
Lake at normal pool is 556 feet.

This means as you leave the navigation channel, you can expect the water
to be 556 minus 538 or 18 feet deep. It also means you will soon encounter
water only six feet deep or 556 minus 550.
But what if there is a drought and the elevation of Wheeler Lake is only
551 feet instead of the normal pool of 556 feet? That means you have five
feet less water under your boat.
Using the same example, you would have a water depth of 13 feet as you
leave the navigation channel that would quickly decrease to one foot.

You can determine the pool level on any segment of the river by looking at
the gages. In this case, the last gage you could have read would have been
the one at Wheeler Dam. At normal pool, that gage reads 20. But in our
“dry year” example above, the gage would read only 15.
All gage locations are given below. Some gages, however, are sometimes
relocated, may be difficult to read or have yet to be repaired or replaced
after being damaged or destroyed by high water.

The official charts, as good as they are, can’t be made completely accurate
because river conditions keep changing. Indicated elevations of the river
bottom don’t consider underwater obstructions such as stumps. Good sense,
slow speed and paying attention to your depthfinder will go a long way in
keeping you out of trouble.
The following information taken from official charts is included here for
your convenience.
LAKE:
Kentucky
Pickwick
Wilson
Wheeler
Guntersville
Nickajack
Chickamauga
Watts Bar
12

NORMAL POOL ELEVATION
(Feet above sea level):
359.0
414.0
507.5
556.0
595.0
634.0
682.5
741.0

Ft. Loudoun

GAGE LOCATION:

Paducah to Kentucky Dam

813.0

GAGE READS:

Mile 0

15.7 at normal pool

Kentucky Dam (lower lock wall)

12.7 at normal pool

Kentucky Dam (upper lock wall)

24.0 at normal pool

Mile 13.9

Kentucky Lake

Mile 41.7 (bridge)
Mile 66.3 (bridge)
Mile 78.2 (bridge)

Mile 100.5 (bridge)
Mile 134.9 (bridge)
Mile 157.4
Mile 169.2

Mile 189.9 (bridge)
Mile 192.1
Mile 193.4
Mile 195.2
Mile 200.9

Elevation Direct

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Pickwick Dam (lower aux. lock wall)

16.8 at normal pool

Pickwick Dam (upper aux. lock wall)

16.0 at normal pool

Pickwick Lake

Mile 245.6

Mile 256.4 (bridge)

Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Wilson Dam (lower main lock wall)

19.0 at normal pool

Wilson Dam (upper main lock wall)

16.0 at normal pool

Wilson Lake
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Wheeler Dam (lower main lock wall)

GAGE LOCATION:
Wheeler Lake

Wheeler Dam (upper main lock wall)
Mile 305.0 (bridge)
Mile 333.3 (bridge)

GAGE READS:

20.0 at normal pool

Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Guntersville Dam (lower lock wall)

18.7 at normal pool

Guntersville Dam (upper lock wall)

17.0 at normal pool

Guntersville Lake

Mile 358.0 (bridge)
Mile 385.8 (bridge)
Mile 407.8

Mile 414.4 (bridge)
Mile 422.0

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Nickajack Dam (lower lock wall)

15.0 at normal pool

Nickajack Dam (upper lock wall)

15.5 at normal pool

Nickajack Lake
Mile 431.1
Mile 445.9

Mile 464.1 (bridge)
Mile 468.0

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Chickamauga Dam (lower lock wall)

15.8 at normal pool

Chickamauga Dam (upper lock wall)

19.5 at normal pool

Chickamauga Lake
Mile 476.0
Mile 497.2
Mile 499.2

Mile 499.4 (bridge)
Mile 503.7
Mile 518.0
14

16.0 at normal pool

Mile 523.2

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Watts Bar Dam (lower lock wall)

GAGE LOCATION:
Watts Bar Lake

Watts Bar Dam (upper lock wall)
Mile 542.0
Mile 556.5

Mile 568.1 (bridge)
Mile 575.9

Mile 591.6 (bridge)

19.3 at normal pool

GAGE READS:

20.0 at normal pool

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Fort Loudoun Dam (lower lock wall)

17.8 at normal pool

Fort Loudoun Dam (upper lock wall)

35.0 at normal pool

Ft. Loudoun Lake
Mile 612.8
Mile 619.1
Mile 625.0
Mile 639.0
Mile 643.0

Mile 647.4 (bridge)
Mile 648.4 (bridge)

Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct
Elevation direct

Current on the Tennessee is affected by two variables, the amount of water
being released through the hydroelectric generating plants and dams and
where you are on the river.

Under normal conditions, TVA regulates the system to maintain the navigation channel while generating the most hydroelectric power possible with
the amount of water available. In an extremely dry year, the flow is greatly
restricted. When the river is at flood stage, as much water as possible is
routed through the turbines and spillways consistent with the need to control flooding.
The second factor is the width of the river. The slowest current is just above
each dam. The fastest is in the narrow part of the river just below each dam.

Also, there are three other locations where current tends to be greatest.
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They are: Below Kentucky Dam from about Mile 15.0 to Mile 19.0, below

Pickwick Dam from about Mile 203.0 to Mile 206.0 and above Nickajack
Dam from about Mile 443.0 to Mile 454.0.

Measurements made by TVA show that during a normal summer, current
at these three locations and for about the first five miles below each dam
won’t exceed two miles per hour. More than likely, it will be a bit less than
that. At all other locations, the current will be one mile per hour or less.

When the river is at flood stage, current at the three locations given above
and for about the first five miles below each dam won’t exceed six to seven
miles per hour.
In short, current normally isn’t a major concern. But if the river is near
flood stage and your boat is limited in terms of forward speed, you would
be wise to wait until streamflow is reduced.

Two bridges control vertical clearance on the Tennessee’s navigation channel. One is the highway bridge across Pickwick Dam at Mile 206.7 with
a vertical clearance of 52.0 feet at normal pool. The other is the railroad
bridge at Mile 647.3 with a vertical clearance of 50.0 feet at normal pool.
All other bridges have clearances of at least 56 feet at normal pool.

Although there are no longer any highway lift bridges on the Tennessee,
there are three railway lift bridges, one at Mile 100.5, another at Mile 304.4
and another at Mile 414.1. Vertical clearances in the closed position and at
normal pool are 24.6 feet, 9.8 feet and 34.2 feet, respectively.
All powerline crossings are constructed to be well above the minimum safe
height for any sailboat mast short enough to pass under any of the bridges
crossing the Tennessee.

This applies, however, only to crossings on the main river. Some powerlines crossing embayments and tributaries of the Tennessee are below those
minimums and must be avoided by boats with high masts. Also, some may
not be indicated on official charts.
If you need more specific information about river flow and lake elevations,
call TVA’s Lake Information Line at 1-800-238-2264 already mentioned or
call TVA at its main switchboard in Knoxville, Tennessee, 865-632-8000.
For information on bridge clearances call TVA at 865-632-7157 or the
Corps of Engineers in Nashville, Tennessee, 615-736-5607. Another source
of information is the Bridge Branch of the U.S. Coast Guard in St. Louis,
Missouri, 314-539-3900 ext. 378.
16

How To Be Safe, Be Smart And Stay Healthy
Here are some important precautions and suggestions to remember as you
cruise the Tennessee River:

1. Areas just above and below all dams on the river are danger zones.
They are indicated on official charts and are marked by warning signs
and buoys. Because these dams produce electricity, there can be swirling water and strong underwater currents at powerhouse intakes. There
also can be sudden discharges from automatically operated sluice and
trash gates and from turbines. There are no sound or visual warnings to
indicate when and to what degree these operations are about to occur.
Except in the navigation channel, shallow water, rocks and fast current
are common hazards below the dams.

2. The river is popular with fishermen. Trot lines are common, particularly
in shallower water. These lines have hooks at intervals and are supported by floats, usually plastic bottles. Stay clear of these floats to avoid
getting the lines entangled in propellers. If you should happen to hook
a trot line with your anchor, try to remove the lines from the anchor
after you retrieve it. Cut them only if necessary.
3. When cruising close to shore, watch for fishing boats leaving embayments at high speed.

4. Debris such as tree limbs, logs and other trash is most common during
the high rainfall months of February through April. Although relatively
little debris floats in the river during the prime cruising months of May
through November, watch for it at all times.

5. Watching your wake is important on the Tennessee. Most areas near
marinas and narrow channels leading to them will be marked with nowake signs or buoys. Obey them. Some marinas will sternly remind
you on channel 16 to slow down if you fail to do so on your own. Slow
down when approaching other boats, especially on narrow sections of
the river and in narrower embayments where your wake could swamp
other boats, damage docks, aggravate the erosion of the river’s banks
and intrude on the enjoyment of others.

6. Commercial tow traffic on the Tennessee continues to increase and is
heaviest on the lower half of the river. Although there’s no need for
you to fear tows, you must respect them. Be careful you don’t create a
dangerous situation for both yourself and the tow. The rules are simple
but extremely important. Never cruise in front of a tow. Engine failure or your need to stop for whatever reason will place you in immediate danger. The towboat captain may not be able to see you and even
if he does, as much as a mile is needed to stop a tow of loaded barges. 17
Never follow a tow too closely or cut back behind a tow too soon

after you have passed it. If you do, the rolling turbulence could cause
you to lose control. Stay well away from a tow in passing situations
because tows create a sucking action that can actually draw your boat
toward them. If you have any doubt about where you should be relative to a tow, contact the towboat captain on the radio and ask. They
are as concerned about your safety as you are.

7. The wide expanses of open water can be deceiving. Be cautious when
you leave a marked channel. Slow down, monitor your depthfinder
and look at the charts often to check your position. If you’re interested
in cruising a particular part of the river, ask local boaters and marina
operators first about water depths and possible underwater hazards not
indicated on charts.
8. Marine police representing each of their respective states patrol the
river, especially in areas of heavy boat traffic. They have the same
enforcement powers as their state police counterparts. At TVA facilities, uniformed public safety officers enforce the law. Keep in mind
that offenses committed on TVA property come under Federal rather
than State jurisdiction.

9. Discharging firearms over open water from a moving boat can get you
into big trouble. Also, law enforcement agencies along the Tennessee
are alert to the possible transporting, sale and use of illegal drugs.

10. Operating a boat while under the influence of alcohol or any other drug
is unlawful. The maximum legal limit for blood alcohol content is 0.10
percent or less and even a first offense penalty involves a heavy fine
and jail sentence. Also, any person operating a boat on public waters
implies willingness to undergo drug or alcohol testing. Refusal to submit to testing will result in a six month suspension of the privilege to
operate any vessel subject to registration.
11. In case of emergency, make your situation known on channel 16. The
Coast Guard, marine operator services, marinas, lockmasters and other
boaters monitor that channel and will try to help. It’s probably safe
to say that no part of the river is so isolated that your call won’t be
heard. Remember, however, that having the proper safety equipment
on board, having enough fuel and properly maintaining your boat to
reduce the chances of you needing help is a responsibility you should
be willing to accept. Also, no boat is too small to carry a flare pistol
and a first aid kit.

12. Many powerlines cross the Tennessee River and its tributaries. Sailboat
masts shouldn’t come within 15 feet of them. Or as one veteran sailor
said, “If it does, you would do well to slather yourself in barbeque
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sauce right then and there.” Vertical clearances given on the official

charts are measured from the low points of sag. Also, there may be
powerlines crossing minor tributaries not shown on official charts. For
more information, call TVA at 865-632-7157.

13. The navigation locks and narrow stretches of the Tennessee River can
be particularly confining and made more challenging by wind and current. Power boaters should understand that according to the Rules of
the Road, they are to give sailboats under sail the right of way in all
situations. Even sailboats under power are less maneuverable. In more
open water, sailboats should be given wide berth and low wake in
meeting and crossing situations. At the same time, sailboaters should
be aware of the limits of their boats so they won’t be endangered by
such things as current, lack of maneuvering space or the inability to get
out of the way of river tows.
14. Fog is always a hazard to boaters but even more so on rivers where
sounds and their direction are distorted. When in doubt, stay put and
wait it out.

15. If you decide to pull into a cove and take a swim, remember that much
of the land under water on the Tennessee River is flooded farmland.
Just out of sight may be such nasties as stumps or fence posts with
barbed wire. Swim around your boat and check out the water before
you jump or dive in. Better yet, don’t jump or dive.

16. It’s against Federal law to dump anything in a river or stream under
Federal control. More important, you should be willing to do your part
in helping keep the Nation’s waterways clean and beautiful. Use pumpout stations and take advantage of sanitary facilities on shore whenever
possible. Keep all trash and garbage on board until you can properly
dispose of it. The Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota, Florida, has compiled figures showing how much time is needed for common items to
degrade. These examples may surprise you:
Paper towel

Cardboard box
Tin can

Styrofoam cup

4 weeks

2 months

50 years
50 years

Aluminum can

200 years

Plastic bottle

450 years

Disposable diaper
Monofilament fishing line

450 years
600 years
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What You Should Know About Locking Through
Important! ! A lock can be closed for several days or weeks for repair.
As part of your trip planning, call the Corps of Engineers in Nashville,
Tennessee at 615-736-5607 to find out if any locks are to be closed.

All locks on the Tennessee River operate 24 hours a day except the lock
at Fort Loudoun Dam that operates from 6AM to 10PM. All monitor VHF
channel 16.

Although lockmasters on the Tennessee are known for their friendliness, they
do enforce the rules. Cooperating with them will result in faster and easier
lockages.
The Secretary of the Army has established a priority for passing boats
through locks. U.S. Government vessels are at the top of the list followed
by commercial passenger vessels, commercial tows or vessels and pleasure
boats, in that order. Normally, locking through will take less than an hour.
But you might be delayed either by other boats with a higher priority being
locked through or by a large number of boats trying to lock through at the
same time. Be patient!

Stay in the navigation channel when you approach a lock. You can signal the
lockmaster by giving one long blast and one short blast with your horn, by
pulling the signal cord in the ladder recess near the end of the approach wall
or by calling on channel 16 that’s monitored by every lockmaster.
Obey the traffic signals. Flashing red means the lock can’t be made ready
immediately; stand clear and don’t attempt to enter the lock. Flashing amber
means the lock is being prepared; you may approach the lock guide wall but
don’t enter the lock. Flashing green means the lock is ready; you can enter
the lock. Also, the lockmaster will signal you to enter with a horn blast.

Remember that the lockmaster has full authority over the movement of boats
in and near the lock. If you willfully disobey orders, you could be cited or
even jailed for violating Federal regulations. That doesn’t happen often. But
when it does, liquor is most often the cause.
Be prepared. Make sure fenders are in place to prevent your boat from hitting the lock wall. The person tending the lines must wear a lifejacket. Keep
everybody well inside your boat while locking through. For example, no one
should be sitting on the bow or swim platform.
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Enter a lock at idle speed. If you don’t, your wake will cause rough water
inside the lock that will make it difficult not only for other boaters but also
for you.

Once inside, you will be tying your boat to a floating mooring post also
called a bollard, recessed in the lock wall. There’s one way to tie up a boat in
a lock that works perfectly almost every time. Here’s how you do it:
Place two or three fenders so your boat won’t touch the wall even if it turns
at a slight angle. That means a fender a short distance from the bow, another
about a third of the way from the bow and the last one a short distance from
the stern. Then tie a line to a mid-ship cleat. Maneuver your boat until it’s
close to the wall and the floating mooring post is even with the cleat. Then
make two counterclockwise turns around the post with your line before tying
it off to the cleat.
Your boat is now free to pivot. As it does, the fenders will prevent it from
touching the wall. By taking two turns around the post instead of just one,
you will prevent excessive forward or backward movement of your boat.
Your line will stay cleaner because by being wrapped counterclockwise
around the post, it will come off the front of the post and hardly ever touch
the dirty lock walls.

If you have a smaller boat with no center cleat or if your boat has only a narrow ledge along the side, tie a line to the bow cleat, run it the length of your
boat and tie it temporarily to the stern cleat. Do this before you enter the
lock. When you’re ready to tie up to the mooring post, untie the line from the
stern cleat, take the two counterclockwise turns around the post and tie off
the line to the cleat. You can do this from the cockpit.
Don’t panic and don’t get in a hurry if you have a problem getting your boat
properly positioned and tied up. Take your time and do it right.
You may be tempted to push against the grimy lock walls with your hands.
Don’t do it, even if you are wearing gloves. It’s much safer and cleaner to
use a boat hook.

Expect your boat to move around more when you’re locking upstream.
That’s because as the lock fills, water flows up, under and past your boat.
Generally, there is greater turbulence toward the center of the lock. When
you’re locking downstream, that won’t happen because water will be draining from the lock.

Important! Locking is a relatively slow procedure but resist the temptation
to do something else while it’s happening. Keep close and constant watch on
fenders, boat position and the line extending from your boat to the floating
bollard.

There are no regulations requiring your engines and generators to be shut off
during lockage. But because locks, especially the smaller and deeper ones,
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are relatively closed spaces, you may want to turn your engines off to prevent
buildup of exhaust fumes. Also, it’s best to avoid all open flames.
Keep your boat tied until the lockmaster gives the horn signal. Boats nearest
the exit should leave first. Use idle speed until you are well clear of the lock.
Here’s a list of the locks on the Tennessee River including the Melton Hill
Lock on the Clinch River. Refer to the Cruise Section for more information
regarding approaches to these locks. All locks operate 24 hours except as
noted.
DAM

Kentucky

Pickwick Main

Pickwick Auxiliary
Wilson*

LOCK CHAMBER
DIMENSIONS

NORMAL
LIFT

TELEPHONE

600’ X 110’

57’

270-362-4226

93’

256-764-5226

1000’ X 110’
600’ X 110’

600’ X 110’

55’

731-925-2334

Wheeler Main

600’ X 110’

48’

256-247-3311

Guntersville Main

600’ X 110’

39’

256-582-3263

600’ X 110’

39’

423-942-3985

Wheeler Auxiliary
Guntersville Auxiliary
Nickajack

400’ X 60’

360’ X 60’

Chickamauga

360’ X 60’

48’

423-875-6230

Fort Loudoun**

360’ X 60’

72’

865-986-2762

Watts Bar

Melton Hill***

360’ X 60’

400’ X 75’

59’

60’

423-334-3522

865-986-2610

* Auxiliary lock used only in emergency
** Operates only 6AM to 10PM.
*** Lockage must be arranged through the
lockmaster at Ft. Loudon Lock & Dam.

Anchorages And Anchoring
Many boaters prefer to anchor out rather than tie up at a marina dock. They
may enjoy the quiet privacy, the sounds of nature and relish the fact that the
only cost is a little time and effort. For them, the hundreds of embayments
and coves along the banks of the Tennessee offer many fine possibilities.
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To prevent confusion and needless detail, only a few carefully selected
anchorages are described. They are, however, among those most often sug-

gested by other boaters and marinas, are reasonably easy to enter and are
strategically located.

You can anchor just about anywhere except in areas where it’s specifically
prohibited such as in navigation channels, near locks and dams and over or
near pipelines and other utility crossings.

But with that privilege comes responsibility. If you anchor near riverfront
homes, watch your wake as well as your behavior such as creating excessive
noise or dumping waste overboard.
Several anchorages described in the CruiseGuide are shown on the official
charts as a First Class harbor or Second Class harbor. This is for the benefit of commercial shipping interests, not pleasure boaters. The upper limit
of each of the harbors is usually marked on the bank with white crosses.
Whenever and wherever possible, you should anchor beyond them so you
will be well out of the way if a commercial tow enters the harbor. For the
same reason, you shouldn’t tie up to pilings in these harbors.

Rarely will the river bottom consist of anything other than mud. But here are
two helpful hints. First, if you are using a Fortress anchor, the mud palms
will help. But don’t reset the angle of penetration for mud. That’s for soft
mud, not for the sticky kind found on the bottom of the Tennessee. Second,
you may find that a plow (CQR) anchor is more effective where there are
heavy infestations of hydrilla and water milfoil because it will more easily
penetrate the vegetation.

In many locations, there is debris such as stumps and limbs on the river
bottom. Trying to retrieve an anchor that’s become lodged in debris can be
aggravating and you may even lose the anchor. The answer is to always use a
trip line.
You can quickly rig one by tying a piece of line to a fender or milk jug. The
line should be a bit longer than the water depth in which you will be anchoring. Tie the other end to the stock or fluke end of your anchor. If your anchor
becomes wedged on the bottom and you can’t pull it up, move your boat so
you can use the trip line to pull the anchor backward from the way it was set.
Also, because the buoy indicates your swinging area, it can prevent others
from dropping their anchor over your line.
All About The Weather
Because of its flattened “U” shaped course, the Tennessee River fits into an
east-west rectangle about 250 miles long and 175 miles wide. So weather
conditions don’t change much from one end of the river to the other.
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The last freezing temperatures in spring occur in early April and return in
late October. Typical summer temperatures range from the high 60’s to low
70’s at night to the high 80’s and low to mid 90’s in daytime.
Western Kentucky and west Tennessee are far enough west and north to
sometimes benefit from occasional cool fronts that move south from the
Midwest during the summer. But seldom are they strong enough to push
into northern Alabama and eastern Tennessee. As a result, there can be
long periods of heat and humidity.
Average annual precipitation throughout the Valley region ranges from
about 45 inches in the west to 55 inches in the east. Much of that is rain
that falls during February, March and April. This is reflected in how TVA
regulates the Tennessee River. During the fall and winter months, water
levels are lowered on both the main river and on 23 tributary lakes.
By preparing the system for storing runoff resulting from spring rains,
flooding is prevented or greatly reduced. Also, the stored water can then be
used for navigation and production of electric power later in the year.
The Tennessee Valley, however, has experienced extremes in recent years.
In 1988, the Valley was in its third consecutive year of extreme drought.
Water levels were the lowest in history. Although the navigation channel was kept open throughout the length of the river, many embayments
became too shallow for boats.
But in 1989, rainfall returned to normal during the first few months of
the year. Then in June, rainfall amounts throughout the region not only
established a record for the month but in some locations came close to or
exceeded the record for any month in recorded history.
As a result, spillways were opened as water levels surged upward. Debris
that had been accumulating for several years along the banks began floating down the river. Boating was possible but it required great caution.
Almost the same conditions were repeated in September when total rainfall
was the second highest for any September in 100 years.
In May 2003, several exceptionally slow moving and moisture laden lowpressure systems moving across Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee shattered both daily and monthly rainfall records. The Tennessee and most all
other major rivers in the region stayed at or near flood stage for weeks.
The point is, the Tennessee is great for cruising because it is one of the
world’s best and most carefully regulated rivers. But boaters must under24
stand that some conditions can’t be controlled.

March, April and May and again in November are the months during
which tornadoes are most likely to occur in the Mid-South including the
Tennessee River region. This violent weather is caused by the clashing of
cold fronts from the north with southerly flows of warm and moist air off
the Gulf of Mexico. Cruisers should stay alert during threatening weather
and closely monitor NOAA weather broadcasts.
Summer storms are common on the Tennessee River and although they
usually don’t last long, they often produce high winds and waves and dangerous lightning. These storms most often come from the west and southwest but there are exceptions.
For example, some boaters still remember the afternoon of July 4, 1982,
when a particularly heavy storm raked Lake Wilson with winds so strong
that smaller boats were endangered. It came straight out of the north.
On a May evening in 1989, a marina on Pickwick Lake was hit by a sudden and brief storm so strong that large boats docked in transient slips
heeled over by as much as 30 degrees. The storm came from the east, a
situation that “never” happens.
The lesson is clear. Boaters on the Tennessee River should be aware of the
potential for storms and be prepared to head for protection.
As you would expect, fog is most common in spring and fall when there’s
the greatest chance of sharp differences between air and water temperatures. Fog is particularly likely on the river in the vicinity of the Sequoyah
nuclear power plant at Mile 484.0. This is because of the release of warm
water into the river from the plant’s cooling system.
Sailing is best during the spring and fall months. In fact, many sailors don’t
try to do much serious sailing during July and August because of summer
heat and the lack of wind.
Autumn foliage in the Tennessee Valley is spectacular, particularly in the
eastern end of the valley between Chattanooga and Knoxville where there
are hardwood forests. Generally, peak color occurs during the last two
weeks of October. But because autumn comes gradually to the South, there
is often considerable color throughout most of the month and even well
into November.
Local NOAA weather broadcasts concerned with possible severe weather
name specific counties in which watches and warnings have been posted.
The following chart will help you quickly determine if counties along
the Tennessee River are included in such announcements. The chart
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shows which counties border the river by approximate mile marker and
by state with the county at port listed first followed by the county at starboard. At the end of the chart is a list of all counties bordering each of the
Tennessee’s three navigable tributaries
Kentucky
0-10
10-25
25-35
35-44
44-49
49-66

Livingston, McCracken
Livingston, Marshall
Lynn, Marshall
Trigg, Marshall
Trigg, Calloway
Stewart, Calloway

Tennessee
66-74
74-83
83-118
118-124
124-153
153-160
160-172
172-215

Stewart, Henry
Houston, Benton
Humphries, Benton
Perry, Benton
Perry, Decatur
Wayne, Decatur
Hardin, Decatur
Hardin, Hardin

Alabama-Mississippi
215-225

Lauderdale, Tishomingo

Alabama
225-272
272-285
285-295
295-317
317-343
343-373
373-417

Lauderdale, Colbert
Lauderdale, Lawrence
Limestone, Lawrence
Limestone, Morgan
Madison, Morgan
Marshall, Marshall
Jackson, Jackson

Tennessee
417-451
451-499
499-543
543-583
583-607
607-637
637-652

Marion, Marion
Hamilton, Hamilton
Rhea, Meigs
Roane, Roane
Loudon, Loudon
Knox, Blount
Knox, Knox

Hiwassee River
Meigs, Mcminn, Bradley
Clinch River
Roane, Knox, Anderson
Little Tennessee River
Loudon, Blount, Monroe

Staying In Touch
Radiotelephone:
There are no longer any radiotelephone services operating along the
Tennessee. Marine Telephone Company (Maritel) that had serviced the
lower Tennessee for many years, ceased operation on June 1, 2003.
Cellular Telephone:

There is good cellular phone coverage along most of the Tennessee.
Poorest coverage is on the upper reaches of Kentucky Lake in the vicinity
of Mile 95.0 and Mile 150.0 and in the Pickwick area. Coverage, however,
often depends on which service you are using plus antenna length and
26 height, terrain, weather and the type of equipment.

VHF Marine Radio:
Assuming you have average VHF equipment, it’s nearly impossible to be
out of radio range of another boat, a lockmaster or a marina.

If you have an emergency and are unable to contact anyone else, you will
nearly always be able to communicate with the Coast Guard, Group Ohio
Valley. It has relay facilities along the entire length of the Tennessee and
monitors channel 16.

Finally, remember that channel 16 is to be used only for calling. Once you
establish contact, move to another channel to keep channel 16 open and
available for other users. Channels 68 and 72 are most widely used for
communicating between pleasure boats.
The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
and Cumberland River
The idea of connecting the Tombigbee River with the Tennessee River
was first mentioned more than 250 years ago. In the years to follow, such a
project was proposed several times. But in 1985, after many environmental
and funding battles, the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway or Tenn-Tom as
it’s most often called, finally became a reality.
It was a gigantic project. More excavating was required for it than for
the Panama Canal and the cost was almost two billion dollars. In fact, it
was the largest and most costly project ever undertaken by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

The Tombigbee River begins in a range of hills about 30 miles south of the
Tennessee River. The waterway’s canal section cuts through that divide.
The narrow and twisting upper reaches of the Tombigbee were widened
and straightened and 10 locks and dams were built.
With the Tenn-Tom, boaters now can go north on the Black WarriorTombigbee Waterway from Mobile, Alabama, on the Gulf Coast to
Demopolis, Alabama, enter the Tenn-Tom, then join the Tennessee at Mile
215.3 on Pickwick Lake.

An increasing number of pleasure boaters are discovering that using the
Tenn-Tom between the Midwest and the Gulf Coast is a shorter, easier and
much safer route than traveling the Mississippi River.
Charts of the Tenn-Tom are available from the Corps of Engineers. Also,
more information is available from the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Development Authority, P.O. Drawer 671, Columbus, Mississippi 397030671, phone 1-888-836-6866.
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The Cumberland River is another river that has a close kinship with the
Tennessee. Not only do both rivers empty into the Ohio River only nine
miles apart but the rivers parallel each other for almost 100 miles. The land
between them for much of that distance is the Land Between The Lakes
National Recreation Area.
The Cumberland’s navigation channel extends for 381 miles past
Clarksville, Tennessee, through downtown Nashville, Tennessee, and skirts
the Cumberland Plateau before ending at Celina, Tennessee.
Although the Cumberland is scenic and quiet for much of its length and
easily reached from the Tennessee by a short canal, it remains undiscovered by many pleasure boaters.
Navigation charts for the Cumberland are available from the Corps of
Engineers.

A Word About Security
After September 11, 2001, everyone became aware that no person or region
is immune from acts of terrorism.
Americans now know they must be more observing and question any
occurrence that appears to fall outside the boundaries of reasonable activity
and common sense. In that regard, boaters can help by serving as responsible eyes and ears along our Nation’s waterways.
If you see suspicious activity or a terrorist act, immediately call the
National Response Center in Washington D.C. at 1-800-424-8802. Your
call will then be transferred to the FBI for follow-up action.

All locks and dams are now secured areas. Visitors aren’t allowed except
those on official business with prior permission to enter.
A Matter of Concern For All of Us
That you are able to cruise the Nation’s rivers with relative ease and comfort
is the result of many years of determined effort.
That effort, however, never stops. The system of locks, dams and channels must be constantly maintained. Structures must be repaired and often
replaced as they become inadequate or reach the end of their operational life
expectancy.
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Yet, despite the importance of the waterways to commercial and recreational interests, funding at the Federal level is lagging far behind the amount

needed. Unless there is a change, travel we now enjoy on our Nation’s
waterways is very likely to soon become restricted or even impossible.

You can help prevent that sobering reality from happening. Contact your
Senators and members of Congress and urge them to support every effort to
properly fund the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the organization responsible for keeping our waterways open, operating properly and well maintained.
Your effort, no matter how small, will make a difference.

29

Distance and Trip Planning Chart
Approximate
Location

Paducah, Kentucky
Big “E” Marina
Kentucky Lock & Dam
Kentucky Dam Marina
Anchorage (Sledd Creek)
Lighthouse Landing Marina
Barkley Canal
Green Turtle Bay Marina
LBL Anchorages
Pisgah Bay
Smith Bay
Duncan Bay
Sugar Bay
Higgins Bay
Moors Resort & Marina
Kenlake State Park Marina
Anchorage (Ledbetter Creek)
Anchorage (Clay Bay)
Anchorage (Cypress Creek)
Paris Landing State Park Marina
Anchorage (Bass Bay)
Anchorage (Crooked Creek)
Pebble Isle Marina
Cuba Landing Marina
Perryville Marina
Mermaid Marina
Anchorage (Kelleys Island)
Anchorage (Double Islands)
Anchorage (Beech Creek Island)
Clifton City Marina
Anchorage (Indian Creek)
Anchorage (Swallow Bluff Island)
Saltillo Marina
30 Anchorage (Diamond Island)
Pickwick Lock & Dam

River Mile

0.0
0.0
22.4
23.0
23.0
24.1
25.4
25.4
25.4
30.1
32.5
34.0
35.7
37.2
29.1
41.9
41.9
54.3
62.6
64.4
79.7
83.8
95.6
115.5
135.0
140.0
143.0
148.5
155.0
158.5
168.3
169.4
171.8
195.3
206.7

Fuel
G-Gas

Phone

D-Diesel

270-442-8200
270-362-4226
270-362-8386

G,D
G,D

270-362-8201
270-362-8364

G,D

1-800-626-5472
270-474-2245

G
G,D

731-641-4474

G,D

931-535-3827
931-296-2822
731-847-2444
731-852-2743

G,D
G,D
G,D
G,D

931-676-5225

G,D

731-687-7353

G

731-925-2334

Pickwick Landing State Park Marina
Anchorage (Dry Creek)
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Grand Harbor Marina
Anchorage (Zippy Branch)
Aqua Yacht Harbor Marina
Lee Spry Marine (repair facility)
Anchorage (Panther Creek)
Joe P. Coleman State Park Marina
Eastport Marina
Anchorage (Fish Trap Hollow)
Anchorage (Ross Branch)
Florence Harbor Marina
Wilson Lock & Dam
J & J Marine
Anchorage
Anchorage (Six Mile Creek)
Doublehead Resort & Lodge
Point Restaurant
Wheeler Lock & Dam
Anchorage (Second Creek)
Anchorage
Joe Wheeler State Park Marina
Anchorage
Anchorage
Anchorage (Goldfield Branch)
Bay Hill Marina
Brickyard Landing Marina
Riverwalk Marina
Ditto Landing Marina
Guntersville Lock & Dam
Anchorage
Anchorage (Honeycomb Creek)
Alred Marina
Anchorage (Short Creek)
Anchorage
Goose Pond Colony Marina
Anchorage
Anchorage

207.6
209.6
215.3
215.3
215.3
215.3
215.3
218.1
220.0
224.5
224.5
229.8
256.1
259.4
260.0
264.2
266.0
272.3
272.3
274.9
275.1
275.8
277.0
277.0
278.9
285.1
287.0
303.7
305.0
333.3
349.0
349.5
351.5
357.4
361.0
361.7
378.0
378.0
379.0

731-689-5175

G,D

662-667-5551

G,D

662-423-2222
662-424-9577

G,D

662-423-6515
662-423-6972

G
G

256-768-1299
256-764-5226
256-383-7859

G,D

1-800-685-9267
256-466-6880
256-247-3311

G

G

256-247-6971

G,D

256-729-1322
256-350-1449
256-340-9170
256-883-9420
256-582-3263

G,D
G
G,D
G,D

256-582-4400

G,D

256-259-3027

G,D
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Jackson County Park Marina
Anchorage (Jones Creek)
Nickajack Lock & Dam
Anchorage (Shellmound)
Anchorage (Little Cedar Mountain)
Nickajack Resort & Marina
Anchorage (Williams Island)
Chattanooga (Aquarium Courtesy Dock)
Chickamauga Lock & Dam
Chickamauga Marina
Gold Point Yacht Harbor
Anchorage (Nance Hollow)
Anchorage (Gray’s Bluff)
Island Cove Marina & Resort
Harrison Bay State Park
Anchorage (Dog Leg Slough)
Anchorage (Huss Lowe Slough)
Anchorage
Shady Grove Harbor Marina
Pine Harbor Marina
Sale Creek Marina
Anchorage (Sale Creek)
Anchorage
Hiwassee River
Anchorage
Anchorage (Agency Creek)
B & B Marina
Anchorage
Blue Water Campground & Boat Dock
Anchorage (Sewee Creek)
Watts Bar Lock & Dam
Watts Bar Resort
Anchorage
Anchorage (Lowe Branch)
Rhea Harbor Resort & Marina
Spring City Boat Dock
Anchorage
32 Anchorage (Brown Hollow)
Euchee Marina

382.3
388.0
424.7
425.5
426.9
431.2
454.6
464.0
471.0
471.4
472.5
475.8
476.2
477.5
478.4
478.4
478.4
483.3
487.5
487.5
494.7
494.7
498.1
499.4
2.0
7.9
12.9
14.8
504.4
524.8
529.9
530.4
530.4
531.0
532.3
532.3
532.3
537.5
540.0

256-574-4719

G,D

423-942-3985

423-942-4040

G,D

423-875-6230
423-622-0821
423-622-1978

G,D

423-344-8331
423-344-6214

G
G

423-332-5613
423-332-3963
423-332-6312

G,D
G,D

423-336-2341
423-775-3265

G

423-334-3522
423-365-9595

G

423-365-6851
423-365-5150

G
G

423-334-5343

G

Anchorages (Pearl Harbor)
Eden Marina & Campground
Anchorage
Anchorage
Blue Springs Resort & Marina
Bayside Marina & Resort
Anchorage
Clinch River & Emory River
Anchorage (Emory River)
Anchorage (Brashear Island)
Melton Hill Lock & Dam
Anchorages
Anchorage (Scarboro Creek)
Melton Hill Marina
Anchorage (Little Paint Rock Creek)
Fort Loudoun Lock & Dam
Tellico Lake
Anchorage
Anchorage (Sinking Creek)
Anchorage
Tellico Harbor Marina
Anchorage
Ft. Loudoun Marina
Concord Marina
Fox Road Marina
Anchorage (Sinking Creek)
Anchorage
Anchorage (Poland Creek)
Louisville Landing Marina
Travis Marine
Duncan Boat Dock
Volunteer Landing Marina
Beginning of the Tennessee River

541.6
542.3
546.7
547.6
547.7
548.2
558.2
5.2
9.3
23.1
31.0
41.2
43.0
575.9
602.3
5.5
8.3
18.1
20.1
20.2
602.6
616.1
616.1
616.1
618.5
620.2
625.6
626.9
635.2
648.0
652.1

423-365-6929

G

865-376-7298
865-376-7031

G,D
G

865-986-2610

865-973-6343
865-986-2762

865-856-6806

G

865-986-5536
865-966-5831
865-966-9422

G,D
G
G,D
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Paducah to Kentucky Dam
MILE 0.0
FUEL

Here, opposite Schultz Park at the foot of
Jefferson Street in downtown Paducah,
Kentucky, is where the Tennessee River empties into the Ohio River.
From this starting point you will increase
your elevation by more than 500 feet as you
travel the 652 miles upstream to where the
Holston River and French Broad River join to
form the Tennessee.

Paducah was founded in 1827 when General
William Clark of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition acquired the land and planned the
town. He named the city in honor of Paduke,
a peaceful chief of the Chickasaw Indian tribe
that lived and hunted in the area.
The city is rich in history and historical
structures. It has several attractions including the home and museum of U.S. Vice
President Alben W. Barkley, the grave of
humorist Irvin S. Cobb and the Museum of
the American Quilter’s Society. Bluegrass
Downs, open since 1987, features American
Thoroughbred Horse racing during October
and November.

Paducah’s riverfront is a mixture of trees,
benches and historic markers. Here, Clara
Barton, founder of the American Red Cross,
aided victims during the great flood of 1884.
A wall now protects the city from floods such
as the one in 1937 when almost the entire
city was inundated. Several inside panels of
the wall have been painted with impressive
murals depicting Paducah’s history.
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There are no full service marinas at Paducah
or between Paducah and Kentucky Dam 23
miles up the Tennessee. But if you are on the
Ohio River and approaching Paducah and
need fuel, you can get gas and diesel at the
Big “E” Marina on the riverbank below the
Executive Inn. You will see both the hotel and

Paducah to Kentucky Dam
the dock as you approach downtown Paducah.
You must, however, call 270-442-8200 and
let them know about when you will arrive. If
no one answers, call 270-488-3156 or 4883531. Although it is possible to dock here
overnight, properly protecting your boat from
the rough steel docks will be difficult and you
may have an uncomfortable night because of
wakes caused by passing commercial traffic.
Heavy commercial tow traffic often causes
long delays at the lock at Kentucky Dam.
For that reason, you may want to consider
the alternative of entering the Cumberland
River at Ohio River Mile 923.0. After locking through Barkley Dam at Cumberland
River Mile 30.6, you may then access the
Tennessee through the free flowing canal that
connects the two rivers just above Kentucky
Dam. This alternate route, however, is about
17 miles farther if you are coming up the
Ohio River from Cairo, Illinois.

DAYMARK 2.0

For the first two miles after you enter the
Tennessee at Paducah, the navigation channel
is separated from the Ohio River by Owens
Island at port. At starboard is a mixture of
river related businesses and industries.

This is the upper end of Owens Island where
the Tennessee and the Ohio come together.
You’ll notice an increase in current as you
pass through the narrow part of the river
between Owens Island and Cuba Towhead at
starboard. This is where you turn to starboard
around the upstream end of Cuba Towhead to
begin your trip up the Tennessee.

For the next several miles, both sides of the
river are lined with barges. Towboat traffic
tends to be heavy and there are drydocks for
towboats and barges. So stay alert and be pre37
pared to slow down or stop.

Paducah to Kentucky Dam
MILE 5.3

MILE 8.6

DAYMARK 11.7

DAYMARK 16.6

MILE 20.0

MILE 22.4
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This is the George Rogers Clark Memorial
Bridge. U.S. 60 links several smaller towns
with Paducah to the west and Henderson,
Kentucky, and Evansville, Indiana, to the east.
At starboard are the only riverside homes
you will see between Paducah and Kentucky
Dam. Few of them, however, have docks
because of much more desirable boating
conditions on Kentucky Lake.
For about the next five miles, the riverbanks
are uninhabited, low and muddy. Streaks
show previous high water levels.

You are likely to see great blue herons in this
area. These large and graceful birds often
can be seen standing on the riverbank or on a
snag or swooping low over the water as they
look for fish, frogs or small reptiles.
Across the river from this Daymark and for
about the next three miles is the large industrial complex at Calvert City, Kentucky.
Several industries, mostly manufacturers or
processors of chemicals and metals, began
locating here in the 1950s because of lower
cost electrical power and river transportation.
Looking ahead, you will see the I-24 bridge.
I-24 branches off I-57 in southern Illinois
and extends to Chattanooga to provide a link
between the Midwest and the Southeast.

Just beyond the bridge is Kentucky Dam. With
a length of 8,422 feet, it’s the longest of the
nine main dams on the Tennessee. Construction
began in 1938 and was completed in 1944.
Construction has begun on a new and larger
lock that along with the existing lock, will
eliminate frequent long delays. A new bridge
being built below the dam will carry highway
and train traffic that now moves across the
top of the dam. The project is scheduled to be
completed by 2012.

Paducah to Kentucky Dam
The lock is on the east end of the dam. A
railroad and U.S. highways 62 & 641 cross
the river here.

If you must wait below Kentucky Dam, current may be a problem depending on how
much water is being released. If several hours
are involved, your best bet is to try anchoring
close to the east bank at port and far enough
downstream toward the I-24 bridge so as not
to interfere with tows entering and leaving
the lock.
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Kentucky Lake
The sweep of Kentucky Lake unfolds as you
leave the lock at Kentucky Dam. A length
of 184 miles and a shoreline of almost 2,400
miles make this one of the world’s largest
manmade lakes.

MILE 23.0
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

At the opposite end of the dam is the 1,200acre Kentucky Dam Village State Resort
Park. It has a full range of facilities including
a lodge with dining room and an 18-hole golf
course.
The park’s marina is the largest in the
Kentucky state park system. If you look to
starboard immediately after leaving the lock,
you will see the roofs of the marina’s slips in
the distance. To reach the marina, follow the
marked channel that parallels the dam to the
opening in the rock breakwater.
Kentucky Dam Marina
P.O. Box 126
Gilbertsville, Kentucky 42044
270-362-8386
www.kentuckylake.com/KDM
Open all year, 8AM to 8:00PM in summer,
8AM to 4PM in winter. Can accommodate
boats to 90 feet. Water depth at the fuel dock
is 15 feet at normal pool. Has 50 transient
slips and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Has gas and diesel fuel. Gas and diesel
engine repairs are available. Has launch
ramp, pumpout, ice, snacks, light groceries,
some marine supplies, showers and laundromat. Has courtesy car. A full range of groceries plus hardware supplies are available
in Draffenville five miles away. Groceries
also can be bought during the summer at the
park’s campground. Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurants: The park lodge’s dining room
serves both from a menu and buffet. The park

Kentucky Lake
will provide transportation from the marina
to the lodge.
Patti’s in Grand Rivers, about a 20-minute drive, is an extremely popular gourmet
restaurant famous for pork chops and pies.
Adjoining Patti’s and operated by the same
family is Bill’s. It shares many of the menu
items and has an equally interesting environment. Reservations for both restaurants are
strongly advised. A courtesy car will pick you
up at the marina. Call 270-362-8844.
Lodging: The park lodge has 72 rooms plus
efficiency and executive cottages. For
more information call 270-362-4271 or
1-800-325-0143.
Anchorage: A marked secondary channel
begins at the entrance to Kentucky Dam
Marina and follows the west side of the lake
to Mile 66.2 at Paris Landing State Park.
Almost two miles up the channel and at the
second red buoy is the wide entrance to the
Sledd Creek embayment. It offers a water
depth of at least 10 feet for most of its twomile length. Except for a few houses on the
north and west sides, the embayment is surrounded by forest and farmland. Wind protection, especially from the south and west,
can be good depending on where you anchor.
There’s plenty of space to swing on one
anchor. The banks range from nearly level to
moderately steep. Sledd Creek, however, can
be busy on summer weekends. So if you’re
staying overnight, try to find a spot on the
more secluded and protected south side.

Caution! The secondary channel on the west
side of the lake and the channels that cross
the lake to connect it with the main channel are well-marked and safe to travel. But
43
you must carefully follow the channel or

Kentucky Lake
you could suffer costly consequences. This
becomes extremely important after the annual
drawdown of water begins in July.
Two places offer the greatest potential for
trouble when the water level is below normal
pool. One is the cross channel connecting the
main navigation channel at Mile 31.5 with the
secondary channel at its Mile 7.0. It passes
over the site of Birmingham, the only town
inundated when Kentucky Lake was created.
Many boats have been severely damaged as
the result of hitting foundations and other
remains of old buildings.

MILE 24.1
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING

The second is at Mile 14.0 on the secondary
channel. Here, the channel curves around an
island. Stray outside these channel markers
and you will suddenly be either in extremely
shallow water or aground.

Lighthouse Landing Marina is above
Kentucky Dam and upstream from
the mooring cells, those large round steel
structures for mooring tows. Two buoys and
a large sign on top of the breakwater identify
the entrance. Also, you’ll see many sailboat
masts in this well protected harbor. The marina accommodates all kinds of pleasure craft
but specializes in sailboats.
Lighthouse Landing Marina
320 W. Commerce Avenue
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045-0129
270-362-8201
www.lighthouselanding.com
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Open all year, 8:30AM to 5PM. Closed on
Sunday from December 1 until March 31.
Can accommodate boats up to 45 feet. Has
up to 10 transient slips with 30-amp electrical service. Water depth inside harbor
entrance is 10 to 12 feet at normal pool.
Has two launch ramps, showers and laundry
facilities on premises and ship’s store. Offers

Kentucky Lake
towing service, has 15-ton open end lift and
is exceptionally well equipped to handle all
sailboat repairs plus rigging and stepping
masts. Rents sailboats and offers sailing lessons. A complete line of groceries is available at a supermarket two blocks away in
downtown Grand Rivers.

Restaurants: See description of Patti’s and
Bill’s at Mile 23.0. Both are two blocks away in
downtown Grand Rivers and an easy walk from
the marina. These restaurants, however, will
send a courtesy car for you if you call them.

DAYMARK 25.4
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING

Lodging: Guest cottages at the marina have
one to three bedrooms. Reservations are suggested and none are taken for less than a
two-night stay.
This is the entrance to the mile long free
flowing Barkley Canal that connects
Kentucky Lake on the Tennessee River
with Lake Barkley on the Cumberland River.

If you planned to enter the Tennessee River
via the Cumberland River you will be using
this canal. In doing so, you will be coming
past Green Turtle Bay Marina that’s between
Barkley Lock & Dam and the canal. Or if
you locked through Kentucky Dam and wish
to visit this facility, enter the canal from
Kentucky Lake, then turn to port after entering the Cumberland River. The entrance to
the marina is less than a mile downstream
at port. A marked channel extends through
an opening in the breakwater and into the
marina basin.
Green Turtle Bay Marina
P.O. Box 102
Grand Rivers, Kentucky
270-362-8364
E-mail: gtb@apex.net
www.kentuckylake.com/gtb/index.htm
www.greenturtlebay.com
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Open all year, 8AM to 6PM Monday through
Friday and 8AM to 8PM Saturday and
Sunday April 1 until November 1, 8AM to
5PM remainder of year. Can accommodate
boats up to 100 feet. Has 20 transient slips
and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service.
Water depth at the fuel dock is 12 feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has 25ton and 60-ton lifts and offers gas and diesel
engine repair on power and sailboats plus
hull repair and restoration. Has showers,
laundromat, pumpout, snacks and an exceptionally well-stocked ship’s chandlery with
the widest selection of merchandise on the
Cumberland River and Tennessee River. Full
grocery service is available one mile away in
downtown Grand Rivers. Local transportation is available. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurants: The restaurant on the premises
is part of the Commonwealth Yacht Club.
Although this is a private club, courtesy
membership is available to transient boaters who stay overnight at the marina or are
members of other yacht clubs registered with
the Yachting Clubs of America.
Dockers, also on the premises, is a seasonal
restaurant open April 1 until November 1
serving breakfast and lunch.
Patti’s and Bill’s, see description at Mile
23.0, are about one mile away in downtown
Grand Rivers. They will send a courtesy car
to the marina to pick you up or you may use
the marina courtesy car.

DAYMARK 25.4
ANCHORAGES
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Lodging: Fifty fully equipped condos are a
part of the marina complex and can be rented.
For about the next 40 miles, the entire east
side of Kentucky Lake is known as the Land
Between The Lakes or LBL. This spine of
land up to eight miles wide separates Lake

Kentucky Lake
Barkley and Kentucky Lake and is one of the
Nation’s largest inland peninsulas.
President Kennedy created the LBL in 1963
as a recreational and environmental education area. It has a special appeal to boaters
because of its undeveloped shoreline; secluded coves; and wildlife including bald eagles,
deer and wild turkey.

Also at LBL is Empire farm that demonstrates a self-sufficient lifestyle and the
Homeplace, a farm home staffed by interpreters in period dress who do daily chores as
they would have been done in the mid-1800s.
Within LBL are campgrounds, picnic areas,
200 miles of trails and 300 miles of backcountry roads.

More than two dozen embayments indent
the LBL shoreline. They provide excellent
anchorages for overnight stays, swimming
and wildlife viewing. Water depth is nearly
always more than adequate for large boats
and there is plenty of space for swinging on
one anchor. Campgrounds adjoin some of
them but for the most part, there are no structures on the wooded banks. Wind protection
will depend on where you anchor. These five
embayments are especially appealing:

Pisgah Bay at Mile 30.1 is somewhat “L”
shaped. To avoid shallow water, favor the
upstream side when you enter. The large cove
to starboard soon after you enter is a particularly good area in which to anchor.
At the entrance to the bay is a small splinter
of land separating the bay from the site of
an old stone quarry. Local boaters go there
to escape sudden storms. But even in good
weather, you may want to turn in here to
see the graffiti on the rock wall. Amazingly,
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almost all of it is in good taste. A few years
ago, there were far more illustrations, evidence of true artistic talent. Now, the emphasis is on simply leaving names.
Smith Bay at Mile 32.5 should be entered at
the buoy on the upstream side to avoid shallow water on the north side of the entrance.
Duncan Bay at Mile 34.0 is another fine
anchorage. The eastern half, however, is a
waterfowl and eagle refuge and is off limits
November 1 until March 15.

Sugar Bay at Mile 35.7 has a cove immediately to starboard as you enter that’s particularly desirable. You will be protected from
winds from almost every direction and have a
fine view of the main lake.
Higgins Bay at Mile 37.2, like Sugar Bay,
has a cove at starboard offering an excellent
anchoring environment. When entering this
bay, avoid shallow water by staying in the
center and downstream of the green buoy.

DAYMARK 29.1
RESORT
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING
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Caution: Hydrilla and water milfoil are
aquatic weeds that have spread to Kentucky
Lake from upper reaches of the river to shallower water in some of the embayments.
They can quickly become wrapped around
propellers and plug generator intakes. Watch
for these weeds and try to avoid them.
If you’re looking for a resort rather than
strictly marina atmosphere, you may wish to
consider Moors Resort & Marina. It can be
reached by going 2.5 miles past Daymark
29.1 then turning to starboard on a marked
channel that leads to the Bear Creek embayment. The marina is clearly visible as you
approach the breakwater.

Kentucky Lake
Moors Resort & Marina
570 Moors Road
Gilbertsville, Kentucky 42044
1-800-626-5472
Open all year, 6AM to 8PM March 1 until
November 1, resort office open 7AM to 8PM
all year. Can accommodate boats up to 60
feet. The number of transient slips varies.
Has 30-amp electrical service. Water depth at
the dock is 13 feet at normal pool. Has gas.
Has ice, snacks, boating supplies and a limited selection of groceries. Has showers and
laundromat. Has two launch ramps. Monitors
channel 16.
Restaurant: The resort has a restaurant on
the premises that serves home cooked meals
and features buffets on weekends. It’s open
March 1 until November 1.
Lodging: Cottages on the premises have from
one to four bedrooms and can be rented by
the day or week. A lodge has 24 hotel rooms
plus a large meeting room.
MILE 31.0

Immediately on your starboard side and
just before you reach the buoyed channel is
the site of the community of Birmingham.
Two men, Thomas Love, who came to
America from Scotland, and Laban Shipps
Locker settled the site that would become
Birmingham in 1849. Within a few years, the
town’s population had grown to nearly 500.
The town had five churches, two schools, two
hotels, several stores, wagon and blacksmith
shops, a doctor, two dentists and a bank. But
with the rapid rise in railroading, the town
lost its importance as a shipping port. Its fate
was sealed when Kentucky Dam was closed.
Building foundations submerged under the
49
waters of Kentucky Lake are all that remain
of the town.

Kentucky Lake
MILE 41.9
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

The Eggners Ferry bridge carries U.S. 68
across the river. This highway connects
Paducah and Benton to the west with the
Land Between the Lakes, Cadiz and
Hopkinsville to the east.

The main and secondary navigation channels
meet here. Then the secondary channel once
again leaves the main channel. Follow it to
starboard and you’ll see Kenlake State Park.
But as already mentioned, use caution when
cruising the secondary channel.

The park has a lodge with dining room, a
swimming pool, a nine-hole golf course and
an indoor-outdoor tennis center. To get to the
marina, follow the red buoys into Ledbetter
Creek to the entrance behind the rock breakwater.
Kenlake State Park Marina
888 Kenlake Marina Lane
Aurora, Kentucky 42048
270-474-2245
Open all year, 6AM to 8PM from May
through October and 9AM to 3PM for the
remainder of the year. Can accommodate
boats up to 100 feet and has 10 transient
slips and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical
service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 11
feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel.
Has pumpout, launch ramp and can perform repairs on gas and diesel engines. Has
snacks, limited selection of groceries, some
boating supplies and Bass Pro fishing tackle.
Has a courtesy car. Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurants: The restaurant at the marina is
open year around and popular with local boaters and returning transient boaters. It serves
breakfast and lunch from a general menu.

Kentucky Lake
The park lodge’s dining room serves both
from a menu and buffet style. A park courtesy
car will take you there.
Lodging: The park lodge has 48 rooms. Also
available are cottages, some of which are
efficiencies, with one to three bedrooms.

DAYMARK 50.9

Anchorage: From the marina, continue up
Ledbetter Creek past the park lodge. Behind
the lodge is a large embayment with a depth
of at least 10 feet at normal pool for about
two-thirds of its length. There is plenty of
space for swinging on one anchor. Although
there are no structures, there is a highway at
the end of the embayment. The wooded banks
range from nearly level to moderately steep.
You will be exposed to south and east winds
but have a fine view of the lake.

For many years the area through which you
are passing has been a rich source of freshwater mussels and until a few years ago, musselharvesting boats were common. Most of the
harvest, with an annual market value of more
than a million dollars in the early 1990s, was
exported to Japan. There, the mussels were
used for seeding oysters for pearl production.
But disease problems in Japan and export difficulties sharply reduced the overseas market.
As a result, harvesting is now limited to divers who gather the mussels by hand.
The good news is that the mussel population
in the Tennessee is increasing. That means
this local activity may once again thrive if
and when the industry recovers.

By now you have likely seen large nests built
in the tops of the navigation markers. These
nests are built by osprey, also known as fish
hawks. Although native to Kentucky, by 1950 51
none were nesting in the state. In fact, they
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were nearly extinct mostly because of the
widespread use of DDT, a commonly used
pesticide. But beginning in 1984, an effort
to re-establish a population of nesting birds
began. By 2002, a survey revealed 33 nests
and 115 osprey.

DAYMARK 54.3
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 62.6
ANCHORAGE
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Adult osprey are up to two feet long and have
a wingspread of as much as six feet. They
have long curved talons on their toes and
a flexible outer toe ideal for catching fish.
Osprey nests are made of sticks, are more
than nine feet in diameter and weigh as much
as 200 pounds. Ospreys range as far as South
America in winter and are protected by State,
Federal and International treaties.

Just before you reach this Daymark, you will
see the entrance to Clay Bay inside of which
are two green buoys that indicate the entrance
to the channel. Water depth is at least 15 feet
at normal pool for about three-fourths of the
embayment’s length then begins to taper to
10 feet and less. This area is still part of the
LBL. The wooded banks range from level to
steep. There are no buildings, there’s plenty
of space for swinging on one anchor and you
will be protected from all but west winds.
At this Daymark at starboard, you are leaving
Kentucky and entering Tennessee.

Tennessee has many interesting and fascinating claims to fame. One of the more unusual
is that the state has five official songs: “My
Homeland, Tennessee,” “When It’s Iris Time
In Tennessee,” “My Tennessee” and the two
most well known songs, “Tennessee Waltz”
and “Rocky Top.”
Also, this is the beginning of the Cypress
Creek embayment. Almost immediately after
you turn up the creek, you will see a small
cove at starboard. The water is at least 15

Kentucky Lake

DAYMARK 64.4
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING

feet deep at normal pool for nearly all of its
length. There’s plenty of space for you to
swing on one anchor. The area is wooded and
there are no structures. The bank ranges from
steep at the entrance to nearly level at the far
end. This cove provides excellent wind protection and a fine view of the lake.

Less than two miles ahead is the ScottFitzhugh bridge. This is U.S. 79 that
connects Paris to the west with the southern
entrance to the Land Between the Lakes and
Dover and Clarksville to the east. The marked
channel leading to Paris Landing State Park
is at starboard just before you pass under the
bridge and runs parallel to the bridge. You
will see the fuel dock as soon as you enter the
marina harbor.
The park was named after a landing established on the river in the mid-1800s. Freight
was unloaded from steamboats and hauled in
ox carts to nearby towns and communities.
The 841-acre park features a lodge with dining room plus an 18-hole golf course.
Paris Landing State Park Marina
41 Marina Drive
Buchanan, Tennessee 38222
731-641-4474 Marina Office
731-641-4465 Park Office

Open all year, 8 AM to 7PM from April
through October, 8AM to 4:30PM for
remainder of the year. Can accommodate
almost any size boat. Number of transient
slips varies. Has 30-amp, 50-amp and 100amp electrical service. Water depth at fuel
dock is 14 feet at normal pool. Has gas and
diesel fuel. Has ice. Laundromat (March
through November) and showers are in
camping area within walking distance. Has
53
pumpout, snacks and a few grocery items and
boating supplies. Monitors channel 16.

Kentucky Lake
Restaurant: The park lodge’s dining room a
half mile away serves from a menu and also
buffet style. If you don’t care to walk, a park
courtesy car will take you there.

MILE 67.0

DAYMARK 67.9

Lodging: The park lodge has 130 single and
double guest rooms. The park also has 10
cabins that sleep up to 12 people.

A mile beyond the Scott-Fitzhugh bridge, the
Tennessee is joined by the Big Sandy River.
A marked deep-water channel extends for six
miles upstream.

For the next five miles, all the water at starboard is included in one of Tennessee’s
national wildlife refuges. This refuge, one of
three units along the river, totals 52,000 acres
of water, woodland and farmland.
Any farm or earth moving machinery you see
working in this area is most likely being used
to produce grain or to enhance water resources for use by wildlife.

In the fall, more than 200,000 ducks and
25,000 Canada geese arrive at the refuge for
food and protection. About 75 bald eagles
over-winter here. That’s the second highest
concentration of bald eagles in Tennessee,
exceeded only by that at Reelfoot Lake in the
northwest corner of the state. Also, more than
200 species of birds have been identified at
the refuge.
In summer, you are likely to see migrating
shorebirds and wading birds such as the great
blue heron along the exposed mud flats. Bald
eagles and ospreys also spend the summer
here but aren’t seen as often.
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From late August through September, Pace
Point, where the Big Sandy River meets the
Tennessee, is one of the best places in west
Tennessee to see many kinds of shorebirds.

Kentucky Lake
MILE 78.1

MILE 79.7
ANCHORAGE

MILE 83.8
ANCHORAGE

This is all that remains of the old L.& N.
railroad bridge. Past the bridge at port is an
abandoned building used for shipping grain
on the Tennessee before Kentucky Dam was
built. The story goes that the building was
built so well that attempts to destroy it failed.
So, officials decided to leave it.

Just past the red buoy is a marked channel
leading to Bass Bay. Channel depth varies
but isn’t less than about 10 feet at normal
pool. The channel is fairly straight for about
a half a mile then hooks sharply back to port
before soon turning again to starboard and
entering the embayment. The best place for
anchoring is after you pass a small island
and the last green buoy. Here, you’ll find a
wide area of water about 15 feet deep at normal pool. There are no structures except for
a dock at starboard used by local fishermen
and a small cluster of houses. This is wide
water and you will be exposed to wind from
about every direction. In return, however, you
is rewarded with fine scenery and plenty of
space for swinging on one anchor.
For a more secluded and protected location,
turn to port at the last green buoy toward the
point of land on the distant bank at a compass
heading of about 220 degrees. Water depth
enroute to the location is at least 12 feet at
normal pool.

Getting into creeks and embayments suitable
for anchoring is generally difficult along this
stretch of the river. But Little Crooked Creek,
the embayment at starboard, is an exception.
Enter it slightly downstream of the piling. At
normal pool, water depth is at least 10 feet as
you enter then deepens to about 15 feet inside
the embayment. Hold close to center to avoid
55
shallow water and possible snags and go no
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DAYMARK 86.7
DAYMARK 88.9

MILE 94.0

farther than about 200 feet beyond the launch
ramp at starboard. This is an open anchorage
offering only fair wind protection but plenty
of space for swinging on one anchor. There
is one house in the wooded surroundings and
you will have a good view of the river. The
banks are gently sloping to moderately steep.
Several small islands ahead against a backdrop of distant hills help make this stretch of
the river even more scenic.

Soon after passing this Daymark, you will
see the 600-foot stack at TVA’s Johnsonville
power plant. The nearby tanks and other
facilities are part of an industrial complex.

Ahead and at starboard is Pilot Knob. Rising
more than 200 feet above the river, it served
as a landmark for early steamboat pilots.
Today, it’s part of the Nathan Bedford
Forrest Memorial State Park that includes the
Tennessee Folklife Center. But Pilot Knob
also witnessed a most unusual battle, the
only time in military history a cavalry force
defeated a naval force.
On October 24, 1864, Confederate General
Nathan Bedford Forrest began his effort to
destroy General Sherman’s supply lines to
break up his famous “March to the Sea.”
Sherman had been shipping supplies down
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and up the
Tennessee to a large warehouse complex at
Johnsonville.
Forrest, a merchant in Memphis before the
war, had no military training. Yet, he mustered in as a private and ended the war as a
lieutenant general, a feat that’s never been
accomplished by any other American.
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He relied on his frontier experience and
natural instincts to strategically place his
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troops, make lightning attacks then quickly
disappear. He was so successful with his
tactics that northern generals regarded him
as an unconquerable terror. Indeed, he had
30 horses shot out from under him during
the war.

Within five days, Forrest had deployed
3,000 men and 10 cannon at different points
along the river between Paris Landing and
Johnsonville. During the next six days, his
men ambushed four Union boats. They
boarded two of them then headed upriver to
attack Union boats docked at Johnsonville.

In the meantime, Forrest repositioned men
and artillery on flat land below Pilot Knob
on the opposite side of the river across from
Johnsonville. On the afternoon of November
4, he opened fire on the town.

By nightfall, 33 Union vessels had been
sunk, two trains had been destroyed, warehouses containing supplies worth more than
six million dollars were in flames and 150
Union soldiers had been captured. In contrast,
Forrest had only two men killed, nine men
wounded and two guns lost.
The potential importance of this great
Confederate victory, however, was never
realized. Sherman had already decided to
destroy rail lines back of him and to live off
the country. He said he would “make Georgia
howl” until he could reach seaborne supplies at Savannah. But the battle was typical
of Forrest whose generalship led Sherman
to say, “That devil Forrest must be hunted
down, even if it costs 10,000 men and bankrupts the Federal Treasury.”
As you cruise the next three miles, you will
be passing over the rotting remains of the
Union boats at the bottom of the river.
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DAYMARK 95.6
MARINA
RESTAURANT

At port from the first buoy beyond this
Daymark is the marked channel leading to
Pebble Isle Marina that’s in a particularly
quiet and picturesque location. Water depth at
normal pool is at least 15 feet all the way to
the marina’s fuel dock you see in the distance
on the other side of the large embayment.
To avoid underwater obstructions, however,
make sure you stay in the channel as you pass
the first five sets of channel markers.
Pebble Isle Marina
2120 Johnsonville Road
New Johnsonville, Tennessee 37134
931-535-3827
Open all year, 7AM to 7PM. Can accommodate boats up to 140 feet. Has a total of 1,000
feet of transient dockage including a 400 foot
transient dock that can accommodate about
16 boats on both sides. Has 30-amp and 50amp electrical service. Water depth at the
fuel dock is about 12 feet at normal pool. Has
gas and diesel with high speed fuel pumps,
ice, snacks, laundromat, showers, pumpout,
courtesy car and launch ramp. Derek’s
Marine Service, phone 931-535-9173, works
with the marina in providing repair service
on gas and diesel engines. About a half a
mile away and an easy walk from the marina
is the Johnsonville Historic Park. It includes
the site of old Johnsonville, Civil War fortifications, trails and two cemeteries. Monitors
channel 16.

MILE 100.5
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Restaurant: This is a floating restaurant
directly behind the ship’s store. It’s open
from April until November and features catfish, steak and pork chops.
Soon after passing the power plant you will
pass under the Seaboard Systems railroad
bridge. At normal pool, the lift span in the
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down position has a vertical clearance of 24.6
feet. If you need the bridge opened, call the
bridge operator on channel 13 or 16.

DAYMARK 103.7

DAYMARK 106.2

DAYMARK 109.3

DAYMARK 111.1

On the other side of the bridge is the
Hickman-Lockhart bridge. This is U.S. 70
that connects many small towns and communities north of I-40.
Opposite this Daymark is a piling marking the beginning of another unit of the
Tennessee wildlife refuge. The refuge
extends for several miles along the river.

At port, thin slivers of low land covered with
willows and some hardwood trees break the
shallow water. Occasionally, you will see
cypress trees along the edges of the river.
They have small scale-like leaves that grow
in dense fan-shaped sprays. Also, their trunks
flare out at the base.

Here, the river cuts into steep hills and exposes folds of yellow rock tinged with orange.
This is the first evidence of what geologists
call the Highland Rim, a large elevated and
somewhat circular area that once covered
most of central Tennessee. Most of the center, being of softer stone, has eroded. Only
the harder rock remains. You are now passing
through the western edge of the rim.
The wide water at port is the mouth of
Duck River. This river begins southeast of
Nashville and flows westward for more than
200 miles across south central Tennessee.
Only a few miles up Duck River is the
mouth of the Buffalo River. Mostly fed by
springs and flowing through countryside
little changed from a hundred years ago,
the Buffalo has a national reputation among
canoe enthusiasts.
In the distance is the I-40 highway bridge.
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MILE 115.5
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I-40 begins in Greensboro, North Carolina,
and ends in Barstow, California. It’s the
main highway linking such southern cities as
Asheville, Knoxville and Nashville to the east
with Memphis, Little Rock and Oklahoma
City to the west.
Just after you pass Daymark 114.7 and about
a mile before you get to the bridge you’ll see
Cuba Landing Marina in Blue Creek at port.

Because of shallow water, don’t try to enter
this marina except via the marked channel at
the upstream end of the small island.Because
of silting near the channel’s red buoys, stay
between center and the green buoys
Cuba Landing Marina
302 Cuba Marina Lane
Waverly, Tennessee 37185
931-296-2822

Open all year, daylight to dark or later if
necessary. Has seven transient slips plus
space at the fuel dock for several more boats.
Can accommodate boats up to 135 feet. Has
30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is 17 feet at normal
pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has pumpout,
launch ramp and can do some mechanical
repair. Has several grocery items, a fresh deli
that’s open during the summer months, snacks,
ice cream, ice and boat supplies. Monitors
channel 16.
Restaurants: There are four restaurants at
exit #143 on I-40 about eight miles from the
marina. The folks at the marina will give you
more information and a courtesy car to use.
DAYMARK 127.0
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You are now passing through a landscape
formed between 150 and 350 million years
ago. Note the mostly gray limestone and
shale ledges. All the rock you will see from
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DAYMARK 130.2

DAYMARK 132.3

MILE 135.0
MARINA
RESTAURANT

here to the beginning of the Tennessee will
be similar in appearance.

At port is Lady Finger Bluff, a limestone
bluff capped with gnarled cedar and hardwoods. Legend has it that in pioneer days, a
lady chose to leap to her death from this bluff
rather than be caught by attacking Indians.
Also here are fossil remnants of ancient
marine life, the result of this part of North
America being covered by a shallow sea.
The river is narrower here than at any location since you left Paducah. In fact, this short
stretch was known among early steamboat
pilots as “the narrows.” The water is from 70
to 80 feet deep as it moves in a slight curve
between the bluff and the opposite bank.

As you pass this Daymark, the Alvin C. York
bridge comes into view. This highway, U.S.
412, is part of Tennessee’s 2,300-mile Scenic
Parkway System that leads to historical sites,
state parks, attractions and interesting out-ofthe-way places.

After you pass under the bridge, look to starboard for the sign indicating Perryville
Marina. Although the narrow channel leading to the marina is marked, adequate water
depth has been a problem particularly when
Kentucky Lake is near or at winter pool level.
So contact the marina before entering. Also,
allow for the effects of current and wind as
you begin to enter the channel.
Perryville Marina
108 Perryville Marina Lane
Parsons, Tennessee 38363
731-847-2444
Open all year, 6AM to 7PM March through
October, 6:30AM to 5PM for remainder
of the year. Can accommodate boats up to
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120 feet. Has six transient slips with 30amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is about 10 feet at
normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has
pumpout, launch ramp and offers repair service on gas engines. Has ice, some groceries,
snacks and a good selection of boat supplies.
Arrangements can nearly always be made
if you need to do major grocery shopping.
Monitors channel 16.

MILE 140.0
MARINA
RESTAURANT
LODGING

Restaurant: The Scenic Restaurant, a mile
away, has long specialized in catfish and
steak dinners. It offers transportation to and
from the marina.

At starboard is a most unusual sign indicating
the entrance to Mermaid Marina. The
distance from the river to the barge that
serves as a combined marina office, ship’s
store and restaurant is about 200 feet. Favor
the center of the channel where water depth is
about 12 feet at normal pool. To avoid shallow water, don’t swing wide to port after you
pass the end of the barge. Instead, favor your
starboard side. Fuel is available on both sides
of the barge.
Mermaid Marina
110 Lagoon Lane
Decaturville, Tennessee 33829
731-852-2743

62

Open 9AM to 6PM Monday through Friday,
8AM to 7PM on Saturday and 8AM to 6PM
on Sunday from May 1 until the first weekend
in November. At other times, phone ahead
or contact the marina on channel 16. Can
accommodate boats up to 125 feet. Has 12
transient slips with 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power. Power pedestals are kept on
during the winter months when the marina
is closed so transients can tie up and place
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posted dockage fee in drop box. Has gas
and diesel fuel. Has launch ramp, pumpout,
showers and laundromat. Has ice, snacks,
some grocery items and some boating supplies. A courtesy car is available for going
to Decaturville (eight miles). In season, golf
carts are available to transients for looking
at the local area. The Tennessee River Golf
& Country Club, an 18-hole course plus
driving range, is within walking distance.
Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The Mermaid Restaurant on
the second floor above the fuel dock is open
May through early November, 5PM to 10PM
weekday night’s and noon to 10PM on
Saturday and Sunday. It has a regular menu
plus a seafood buffet on Saturday night. The
unusual decor includes nautical antiques, an
aquarium and an electric train.
MILE 143.0
ANCHORAGE

MILE 145.0

MILE 148.5
ANCHORAGE

The water behind Kelley’s Island has a minimum depth of about 25 feet at normal pool
and offers good protection from west and
southwest winds. It will reward you with fine
scenery dominated by fields to the east and
the wooded slopes of Kittrell Ridge that drop
sharply into the river upstream. The island
has a low bank but the riverbank here is moderately steep.
New Era Bluff at port consists of exposed
layers of limestone just as you saw back at
Mile 127.0. The cedar trees clinging to these
cliffs have little competition as other trees
can’t tolerate the shallow and dry soil.

Here, the navigation channel is between two
islands identified on the official charts as
Double Islands. On the smaller island at starboard is Daymark 149.1. Behind the larger
63
island at port is an anchorage popular with
area boaters. Water depth, about 25 feet at
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MILE 152.5

MILE 155.0
ANCHORAGE

normal pool at the lower end, tapers to about
10 feet at the upstream end. Beyond the
moderately steep riverbank is a mixed landscape of trees and open fields. There are
no structures and depending on where you
anchor, you will have good wind protection,
especially from the east and west. There’s
plenty of space for swinging on one anchor.

You are now entering one of the sharpest
hairpin turns on the Tennessee. You could
leave the river here and return to it by traveling less than two miles across land, a distance
that will require about nine miles by water.
As you approach the upper end of Beech
Creek Island, the turbulence you may see in
the water is caused by water flowing over
an old rock dike. Back in the 1930s before
Kentucky Dam was built, the dike was built
diagonally across the river from the mouth
of Beech Creek on the east side of the river
to the end of the island. This diverted the
water so the rich soil downstream of the
dike could be farmed.
But when Kentucky Dam was completed in
1944, the land flooded and that part of the
river was designated the navigation channel,
leaving privately owned Beech Creek Island
to revert to its natural state.
At starboard and across from the upstream
end of the island is a long sand beach. Turn
to starboard about halfway between the red
buoy and the beach. Water depth there is
about 15 feet at normal pool but but ranges
up to about 35 feet after you pass the buoy.
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But use caution. Turn wide and don’t allow
the current to push you into the area between
the buoy and the tip of the island. That’s an
area with shallow water and rocks.
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MILE 155.5
MILE 157.0

Even within a short distance of the beach,
the water is too deep for easy anchoring. But
continue to parallel the beach until you reach
the far end. There, the water is only about
10 feet deep. You’ll probably need both bow
and stern anchors here but wind protection
is excellent and only a few feet away will be
one of the best sand beaches along this part
of the river.
Again the river cuts through part of the
Highland Rim to create impressive bluffs.

As you leave the curve, you will get your first
glimpse of Clifton, Tennessee, a small town
of about 800 population. Not since Paducah,
Kentucky, 158 miles downstream, have you
seen a town directly on the river.

At one time, Clifton was a major port. Part
of its colorful history includes the story that
when the vote was taken in 1843 to determine
the location of Tennessee’s capital, Clifton
lost by only one vote.
Clifton’s real claim to fame, however, is that
it was the home of T.S. Stribling who was
born here in 1881. He wrote many novels and
short stories and his book, “The Store,” won
a Pulitzer prize in 1933. Stribling isn’t well
known despite the fact that more of his books
were sold than those of his contemporaries,
William Faulkner and Ernest Hemingway.
Stribling’s home, a tan house with brown trim
on the opposite side of the street that fronts
the river, now serves as the T.S. Stribling
Museum and the Clifton Public Library.

In early 2002, Ross Creek Landing Golf
Course was completed on the east side of
town. It’s one of five in Tennessee designed
by Jack Nicklaus and collectively called the
Bear Trace courses. This is a challenging and 65
particularly beautiful 7,131-yard course with

Kentucky Lake

MILE 158.5
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rolling hills and many sand traps and water
hazards. Hassell Field, an airport with a 4,600
foot paved runway, borders the golf course.
A short distance upstream from the old ferry
landing downtown and immediately
downstream of the green buoy is the mouth
of Roach Creek. This is the entrance to the
new Clifton Marina built on the site of the
old marina.Water depth in both the channel
and the marina is at least 10 feet at normal
pool. As you enter, you will see the fuel
dock, 80-foot transient dock and ship’s store
at starboard. As of early 2004 the finishing
touches were being made on this new marina.
For
latest information, call the marina or access
the update section on the CruiseGuide’s website at www.rivercruiseguides.com
Clifton Marina
536 West Pillow Street
Clifton, Tennessee 38425
931-676-5225
Open all year. Can accommodate boats up to
about 80 feet. Has 160 feet of transient dock
space. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has 30-amp
and 50-amp electrical power, pumpout, launch
ramp, laundromat and a limited selection of
boat supplies. Transportation to downtown
Clifton can be arranged. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurants: A short order grill in the
marina’s ship’s store serves sandwiches and
light foods. There are other eateries nearby
including the Riverside Restaurant, the
Kountry Kitchen, the Pirate’s Lair and Neal’s
Restaurant. Ask at the marina for information
about them.
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Lodging: The Clifton Motel is less than two
miles east of town. Call 931-676-3632 for
more information.
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MILE 161.9

MILE 168.3
ANCHORAGE

For an interesting and fairly easy walking
loop involving a total distance of 1.4 miles,
go from the marina along West Pillow Street
to Walnut Street. Turn left, go one block to
Water Street and turn right. When you reach
the overlook at the foot of Main Street, cross
the street to the park for sweeping views of
the river. Continue straight on Water Street
for two blocks and visit the library and museum. Then walk back to Main Street, through
the business district to West Pillow Street and
turn left to return to the marina.
This is the Tennessee 60 bridge, a highway
that links several area towns.

The bridge was completed in 1999 and
replaced the ferry at Clifton. While the bridge
was being built, the new span that had just
been put in place suddenly collapsed into
the river. One worker was killed. Two other
workers hung onto the buckling and falling
girders until they hit the bottom of the river.
They were then able to float to the surface
and were rescued. Cause of the collapse was
never determined.
At port is Indian Creek that forms the
eastern border of Big River Plantation, a
camping development. As you enter, stay in
the center or slightly to port so as to miss a
shoal that extends from the right bank. Water
depth is about 11 feet at normal pool and
decreases to about eight feet as you approach
the point where the creek widens. This is a
popular anchorage so you will probably feel
more secure using both a bow and a stern
anchor. The low banks range from open to
wooded and there’s good wind protection
from every direction except north.

Directly across the river from Indian Creek is 67
Swallow Bluff Landing. At one time, this was
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MILE 171.8
FUEL

MILE 177.7
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one of the busiest landings on the Tennessee.
Such commodities as cotton and lumber were
shipped from here

This is Swallow Bluff Island. Its backside
offers a good alternative to anchoring in
Indian Creek. Stay in the middle of the
channel where water depth is about 25 feet
at normal pool until you approach Dickey
Towhead, a small island wedged between
Swallow Bluff Island and the riverbank at
port. Wind protection is good and the riverbanks are low and wooded. Be sure you
leave the same way you came in. There are
snags and shallow water at the upstream end
of the island.

Inside the mouth of Doe Creek is a small sign
indicating Saltillo Marina. To get to the marina, turn to port almost immediately after you
enter the creek. But go slowly and use caution. If your boat is longer than about 40 feet,
you may have trouble making the turn and
maneuvering in front of the marina. Water
depth is only five to eight feet at normal pool.
This facility has few amenities but it does
have a laundromat and bathhouse. Ice, snacks
and light groceries are available. There’s also
a grocery about a half mile away in Saltillo.
For more information, call 731-687-7353.
You will welcome this stop if you need gas
because none is available between here and
Pickwick Landing State Park Marina at Mile
207.6 upstream from Pickwick Lock & Dam.
On your port side at this sharp bend is a road
paralleling the river for a short distance and
leading into the community of Cerro Gordo.
It was near here that the first white settlers
arrived in 1816. A general store on the bluff,
mostly hidden by trees, was open continuously from the 1880s until it closed in 1998.
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MILE 189.0

At one time, cotton was loaded from the back
of the building directly onto steamboats.

The large bluff ahead is identified on the
official charts as Chalk Bluff, one of the most
scenic and colorful on the lower Tennessee.
But it isn’t chalk. Rather, it’s a mixture of
sand and clay deposited many millions of
years ago. Recent earth slides are a reminder
that despite man’s attempt to control the
river, it continues to change the landscape.
Ahead is the Harrison-McGarity Memorial
bridge that takes U.S. 64 across the river.
This highway goes completely across the
state and links many towns in the southern
tier of counties. You are now on the outskirts
of Savannah, Tennessee.

In 1821, James Rudd established a ferry here.
The area became known as Rudd’s Ferry. In
1830, it was renamed Savannah. Even in its
early days, Savannah was known as a wealthy,
cultured town and was prominent as a shipping center for freight and crossties used for
building the railroads. By 1850, Savannah’s
population had grown to more than 800 and
continued to grow after the Civil War. Present
population is about 7,500.
Savannah’s new Tennessee River Museum
plus its historic district of 17 homes and a
commercial structure are well worth seeing.
There is no marina in Savannah. But Grand
Harbor Marina and Aqua Yacht Harbor
Marina (see entry at Daymark 215.3) are only
about 15 miles from Savannah.
Just before you pass under the bridge, note
the two-story house with the square wooden
columns. This house, partly hidden by trees,
is Cherry Mansion. It’s noteworthy for two
reasons.
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Thousands of years ago, mound builders
built 14 mounds along the river. Some were
as large as a half-acre and as high as 30 feet.
The Cherry Mansion was built in 1830 on
top of one of those mounds by landowner
and planter David Robinson. He presented
the house as a wedding gift to his daughter
Sarah and her new husband, W. H. Cherry.
It was built by slave labor with bricks made
on the riverbank and features 18-inch thick
walls and heart pine woodwork, bookcases
and cabinets.
General Ulysses S. Grant was eating breakfast here on April 6, 1862, when he heard
the distant dull thud of artillery fire as
Confederate forces suddenly attacked his
army at nearby Shiloh. The house continued
to serve as Grant’s headquarters during the
fierce two-day battle.

A field hospital was set up in the yard and
hospital boats were moored below the house.
Wounded from both Confederate and Union
forces were cared for. Two Union generals
died in the house while being treated.

MILE 192.0

MILE 195.3
ANCHORAGE
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Each September, the symphony orchestra
from either Memphis or Nashville performs a
free public concert in front of the mansion.
The riverbanks are low. The soil is a mixture
of sand, clay and gravel carried here over the
centuries by the river from farther upstream.
Before dams were built on the Tennessee, all
the land you see on both sides of the river
was often flooded.

This is Diamond Island. The navigation
channel goes around the starboard side but
the back side of the island offers good protection from river traffic and from all but north
winds. Stay to the center as you enter to
avoid shallow water and snags and don’t go
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farther than about one-fourth of a mile. Water
depth is about 25 feet at normal pool. The
banks on the island and the river are low to
moderately steep.

MILE 197.8

Caution! Allow extra scope if you anchor
overnight. Water released through the hydroelectric plant at Pickwick Dam 10 miles
upstream can cause the water to rapidly rise
by as much as three to four feet.
On your starboard side and just beyond
the cleared area is the beginning of Shiloh
National Military Park. It parallels the river
for almost a mile. Unfortunately, there is no
place for you to tie up to visit the park. But
you will be able to get a few glimpses of the
park through the trees.

Shiloh National Military Park is one of the
most historically significant sites on the river.
On 4,000 acres are 151 monuments, 217 cannon and more than 450 historic tablets that
detail the Civil War’s first major battle in
the western theater. Many visitors to the site
say the Civil War becomes far more vivid to
them than at any other battlefield.

The battle of Shiloh, named after a church on
the battlefield, was fought April 6-7, 1862.
More than 103,000 Union and Confederate
soldiers plus the Union gunboats TYLER
and LEXINGTON were involved. Among
the casualties was General Albert Sidney
Johnston, the highest ranking American ever
killed in combat. By the time the battle had
ended, 23,000 men were dead and dying. At
such quickly named places as Bloody Pond,
Hell’s Hollow and the Hornets’ Nest, much
innocence and enthusiasm was replaced by
grim reality as those who had come to defend
their cause discovered the horror of war.
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DAYMARK 202.2

Caution! The navigation channel narrows even more and the current increases.
Although the channel was widened in 1996,
captains of large tows still must carefully
maneuver to keep their tows between the
channel markers and the riverbank.

If you see a tow coming, slow down and
immediately contact the tow captain on channel 13 for instructions on which side you
should pass.

Another potential problem is no place to wait
if you are delayed in locking through. Anchor
holding is poor because the channel bottom
is mostly smooth rock. It does, however,
improve somewhat as you move farther to
port and closer to the launch ramp.
Because of turbulence caused by release of
water from the main lock, don’t tie up to the
lower auxiliary lock wall. Also, erratic current makes it dangerous to attempt to tie up
to the rings attached on the two steel encased
mooring cells in mid-river.

MILE 206.7
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As tedious as it may be, about your only
alternative is to stay underway in the area
until you can lock through.

This is Pickwick Dam, 113 feet high and
7,715 feet long. Construction began in 1934
and was completed in 1944. The highway
that crosses the dam is Tennessee 128 that
connects Iuka, Mississippi, with Savannah,
Tennessee.

As was the case with the construction of all
TVA dams, Pickwick Dam came with a price.
A total of 506 families and 407 graves had
to be relocated. Entire communities such as
Unitia, Tennessee, suddenly were no more.
One story has it that a family resisted being
relocated to their new home because the
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hearth fire in the fireplace that had been burning continuously for three generations would
need to be put out. TVA accommodated the
family by moving the burning fire along with
the family’s other possessions.
In return, the project provided 4,000 jobs
to the extremely depressed area. With job
training, many farmers became valuable construction and hydroelectric workers and the
standard of living for thousands of families
dramatically improved.

There was much debate as to what to call
the dam. Finally, however, it was named
Pickwick after the Pickwick Post Office.
In 1883, the postmaster had the Post Office
named for his favorite novel, “The Pickwick
Papers,” a comedy by a young English writer
named Charles Dickens.
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Pickwick Lake
As you leave the lock, you’ll notice that the
landscape has abruptly changed. Replacing
the generally low banks and flat floodplain
are hills and bluffs. It was this sharp difference in topography that determined where
Pickwick Dam could best be built.

MILE 207.6
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Pickwick Lake draws boaters from a wide
area including parts of Tennessee, Alabama
and Mississippi, plus such cities as Memphis
and Nashville. Also, residential development
has been rapid in recent years. As a result, the
lower end of the lake is usually very busy on
summer weekends.
Immediately upstream at the south end of the
dam is Pickwick Landing State Resort Park.
It was developed in 1969 on the site of the
old TVA Pickwick village where more than
a thousand construction workers and their
families lived while the dam was being built.
The resort complex includes a lodge with a restaurant and a golf course as well as a marina.

To reach the marina, turn starboard past
the first buoy just beyond the two mooring
cells above the lock. Follow the buoys to
the embayment and continue past the launch
ramp. Soon after you see the end of the sailboat dock, you will turn to starboard and continue straight ahead to the fuel dock.
Pickwick Landing State Resort Park Marina
Pickwick Dam, Tennessee 38365-0015
731-689-5175 Marina Office
731-689-3129 Park Office
731-689-3135 Lodge
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Open all year, 6AM to 10PM. Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Has 40 transient
slips with water and 30-amp and 50-amp
electrical service. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 14 feet at normal pool. Has gas and
diesel fuel. Has launch ramp and ice. Engine
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repair, LP gas and boat store are nearby but
off premises. Has showers, laundromat and
pumpout. If you need groceries, a nearby
grocery will pick you up at the marina and
bring you back. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The park lodge’s dining room
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet style
and from the menu. This is a popular restaurant, especially on summer weekends.
Lodging: The lodge has 114 single and double rooms. There also are 10 cabins.

DAYMARK 209.6
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The lodge and restaurant are about a halfmile from the marina. Park personnel will
provide transportation if you wish to eat or
stay there.

Here, the river begins to turn sharply to the
south. Dry Creek is much easier to locate if
you look at the official chart. On it you will
see that if you ease over to the north side of
the river, you will pass this Daymark. About
a mile farther upstream is a green buoy marking that side of the channel. About a mile
beyond the buoy, look to port and you will
see the entrance to the Dry Creek embayment. It extends about a mile inland from the
main lake. Water depth is at least 10 feet at
normal pool for about two-thirds of its length.
There are no structures after you enter, the
wooded bank ranges from flat to moderately
steep, there’s plenty of space for swinging on
one anchor and you will be protected from
all but northwest winds. The downside is that
there is considerable boating activity on summer weekends.

Caution! In times of reduced visibility,
it’s easy to make the mistake of thinking
this wide entrance to Caney Hollow is the
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The entrance to the Waterway is about a half
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a mile farther upstream. Some boaters have
made that mistake with expensive results.
That’s because a rock ledge extends almost
the entire distance from the upstream side of
the entrance to the buoys on the downstream
side that mark the narrow entrance channel.

This is where the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway or Tenn-Tom as it’s usually called,
joins the Tennessee. It connects the
Tennessee with Mobile Bay on the Gulf
Coast 450 miles to the south. As you turn
into
the Waterway, you will be leaving Tennessee
and entering Mississippi. Concentrated in this
area is a range of services of interest to cruising boaters.
Almost immediately after you turn off the
Tennesee and into the Tenn-Tom, you will
see Grand Harbor Marina with two condominium towers serving as an impressive
backdrop.

To reach the fuel dock and transient entrance,
go to the far end past the outward facing slips
and turn to starboard immediately after you
pass the flag topped ship’s store. This marina
is vulnerable to wakes so be particularly
watchful of yours as you pass by.
Grand Harbor Marina
325 CR 380-L001
Counce, Tennessee 38326
662-667-5551 or 1-888-689-5551
www.gograndharbor.com
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Open all year, 24 hours a day. A security
officer is on premises and can be called on
channel 16 when the fuel dock office isn’t
open. Has accommodated boats up to 170
feet. The number of transient slips varies.
Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power.
Water depth at the fuel dock is 18 feet at
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normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Boat
repairs can be arranged. Has ship’s store,
some basic groceries, snacks, ice, showers,
laundromat, pumpout, swimming pool and
tennis court. Pizza, sandwiches and biscuits
are available inside the ship’s store. Has an
easy internet connection. Has courtesy car for
visiting nearby restaurants and grocery stores.
Monitors channel 16.
Lodging: One, two and three bedroom luxury
condominium units are available in the towers
above the marina. Rates vary depending on
unit size and time of year. Call 1-888-6895551 for information and reservations.

Anchorage: Zippy Branch is about a half
a mile at port after you pass Grand Harbor
Marina. This anchorage is extremely popular with local boaters and several boats are
always rafted off here on summer weekends.
It’s also exceptionally convenient for transient boaters because from there it’s a short
dinghy trip to Grand Harbor Marina and
Aqua Yacht Harbor Marina. Water depth
is at least 15 feet at summer pool for about
two- thirds of the embayment’s length. That’s
about as far as you will want to go anyway
because of shallow water and stumps.

About two miles farther down the Tenn-Tom
at Daymark 448.7, the Waterway’s navigation
channel curves to port. To reach Aqua Yacht
Harbor Marina, however, bear to starboard
and you will soon see the marina about a mile
ahead. The fuel dock is the building topped
with a cupola. The dock extends back to land
and serves as the marina’s transient dock.

Effects of the wake you create here are
deceptive. Unless you slow down even before
you get to the no-wake buoys, you’ll cause
a lot of boats to bounce around, especially
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those on the transient dock. So take it easy.

Pickwick Lake
Aqua Yacht Harbor Marina
3832 Highway 25 North
Iuka, Mississippi 38852
662-423-2222

Open all year, 8AM to 5PM but keeps later
hours during the summer. Can accommodate
boats up to 125 feet. Has 25 transient slips
and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service.
Water depth at the fuel dock is 20 feet at
normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has
launch ramp. Has 70-ton lift and complete
facilities for gas and diesel engine and fiberglass repair and for servicing and repairing
both powerboats and sailboats. LP gas is
available off premises. Has showers, laundromat, pumpout, snacks, some boating supplies
and light groceries. Full grocery service is
available in and near Counce, Tennessee, five
miles away and can be reached by courtesy
car. Transient boaters may use the marina’s
swimming pool, tennis court and exercise
facilities. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: Cafe St. Clair on the premises
is open Thursday through Sunday during the
summer season and on a more limited basis
during the spring and fall months. Its offerings range from light foods to full dinners
from a menu.
At Mile 447.5, about a mile farther on the
Tenn-Tom and clearly visible at starboard is
Lee Spry Marine.
Lee Spry Marine
89 County Road 351
Iuka, Mississippi 38852
662-424-9577
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Open all year. Offers full service and repair
with capabilities ranging from engines, generators, props and shafts and fiberglass to air
conditioning and interior finishing. Has 100ton lift that’s reportedly the largest between

Pickwick Lake
Chicago and Mobile. Electrical hookups can
be made to keep refrigeration or other systems
working while boat is out of the water. Also,
boaters can make special arrangements for
working on their own boats. The facility has a
night watchman and monitors channel 16.
In the immediate area common to all these
boating facilities are several choices of restaurants and lodging.

Restaurants: Menus vary widely but some of
the nearby restaurants specialize in catfish,
barbeque and pizza. Although a few restaurants will pick you up, using the marina courtesy cars is the best way to reach them.
Lodging: A Hampton Inn has 50 rooms offering upscale accommodations. The motel
doesn’t provide transportation but Aqua
Yacht Harbor Marina (four miles) provides
a shuttle service to the motel and Grand
Harbor Marina (four miles) has courtesy
cars for that purpose. For reservations, call
Hampton Inn’s central reservation service at
1-800-426-7866 or call the motel at 731-6893031.

DAYMARK 218.1
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Stone Brook Inn is in the same direction
and almost as far from the marinas as is the
Hampton Inn. But it’s a smaller motel with
less expensive rooms that offer most amenities. Arrange for transportation as detailed
above. For reservations, call the motel direct
at 731-689-4700.
As you pass this Daymark, look across the
river and you’ll see the mouth of Panther
Creek. Water depth will be about 18 feet at
normal pool until you reach the point where
the embayment splits. If you turn starboard
and go past the boat launch and the clump of
small cypress trees, the embayment widens
somewhat and water depth is at least 10 feet
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for some distance. You will have space to
swing on one anchor and good wind protection from every direction except west.
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For even greater wind protection, turn to
port at the split. Favor the steep bank at port
where water depth is about 12 feet. The water
quickly becomes shallower as you move
farther into the embayment or to starboard.
Because this is a state wildlife management
area, the nearly level to moderately steep
banks are wooded and there are no structures.
At either location, you will be able to enjoy
a view of the main lake. On both land and
water, the Panther Creek area can get busy on
summer weekends. But because this is one
of the best anchorages on Pickwick Lake, it’s
still worth considering.

Here at the mouth of Indian Creek is the Joe
P. Coleman State Park Marina. To reach the
fuel dock, turn immediately to port as soon as
you pass the end of the stone breakwater and
go to the end of the first covered dock.

This facility is open 9AM to 4PM everyday,
May until Labor Day. Has gas, ice and launch
ramp. Monitors channel 16. For more information, call 662-423-6515.
Beyond this Daymark and at starboard is the
mouth of Bear Creek. You are now leaving
Mississippi and entering Alabama. The water
in Bear Creek is so wide here that some boaters have made the mistake of thinking it was
the Tennessee.

Soon after you make the turn into Bear Creek
you will see the sign at starboard indicating the entrance to Eastport Marina. The
fuel dock is at starboard after you pass three
docks with covered slips.
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Eastport Marina
892 County Road 956
Iuka, Mississippi 38852
662-423-6972
Open all year, 8AM to 5PM Monday through
Thursday and 7AM to 6PM Friday and
Saturday, May through September, and 8AM
to 5PM Tuesday through Saturday, October
through April. Can accommodate boats up
to about 50 feet. Has five transient slips and
30-amp electrical service. Water depth at the
fuel dock is 20 feet at normal pool. Has gas,
launch ramp, showers, snacks, sandwiches and
a few boating supplies. Repair on gas engines
is available. Monitors channel 16.

DAYMARK 226.6

Anchorage: Fish Trap Hollow is up Bear
Creek about a mile beyond Eastport Marina,
on the same side, and beyond the houses.
Near the entrance, some of the vertical bank
has a white chalky appearance. A water
depth of about 15 feet at normal pool begins
about two-thirds up the embayment. The area
is wooded and there are no structures. The
bank ranges from level to very steep. This
anchorage offers excellent wind protection
from all directions except east and there is
space for swinging on one anchor.
The concrete structure on which this
Daymark is installed is the only visible
evidence of the old Riverton lock, part of
what once was a canal and lock system built
more than 100 years ago. A canal extended
upstream for about five miles so boats could
bypass rapids and shoals. It was covered with
water when Pickwick Dam was closed.
Across the river is Waterloo, Alabama.
Founded in 1832 by settlers from the
Carolinas, it’s one of the state’s oldest
incorporated areas and has almost met its
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“Waterloo” three times. Most of the town had
to be rebuilt after a disastrous flood in 1844.
A few years later, its fate hung in the balance
when General Sherman’s army headquartered
here during its march through the South. Then
in the 1930s, the town, except for some of the
more stately homes originally built on higher
ground, had to be moved when Pickwick Dam
was built. Today, Waterloo is a quiet community with a population of about 300. There are
no docking facilities for large boats.

MILE 229.8
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Beyond Waterloo the river flows through several miles of rural and mostly wooded landscape.
This is Ross Branch, the last good anchorage
until after you enter Wilson Lake at Mile
259.4. Because of the surrounding hills, it’s
also an ideal place to wait out a thunderstorm. Enter between the two rock piles closest to the navigation channel. Soon after you
pass a second rock pile at port, water depth
suddenly drops from about 15 feet at normal
pool to about 30 feet then quickly rises again
to about 15 feet. This is because you have
just passed over the old canal that at one
time skirted the river. Water depth decreases
rapidly as you approach the white crosses on
the bank. So go slow and keep close watch
on your depthfinder. The moderately steep
wooded banks have no structures, there’s
plenty of space for swinging on one anchor
and you’ll have excellent wind protection
from every direction except north.
After Daymark 231.4, the river takes a more
southerly course and by the time you reach
this point you will be able to see the milelong Natchez Trace Parkway bridge. When
completed in 1965, it was architecturally one
of the most graceful bridges spanning the
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Tennessee. Today, many bridges share the
same design.

During the early 1800s, George Colbert, an
enterprising Chickasaw Indian, lived on a hill
overlooking the river and operated a ferry
near what is now the west end of the bridge.
The 450-mile long Parkway is part of the
National Park System and closely follows the
route of the historic Natchez Trace.
The Trace began as an Indian trail and was
discovered by the French sometime before
1733. It extended from Natchez to Jackson,
Mississippi, then northeastward to Nashville,
Tennessee. Years later, the trail was used by
traders, missionaries and soldiers.

In about 1785, men from Ohio, Kentucky
and other parts of the frontier began using
flatboats to deliver products down the
Mississippi River to Natchez and New
Orleans. Downriver, they sold the boats for
lumber and used the Trace for the overland
trip back home. Many notables including
John James Audubon, Meriwether Lewis and
Andrew Jackson traveled the Trace.

Use of the Trace dropped sharply then ended
when travel by steamboat was introduced.
But as the years passed, the Trace became so
historically significant that in 1934, Congress
authorized a survey to determine possible
construction of a parkway. The project was
eventually approved.
Now, the Trace provides motorists with a
leisurely and scenic route with many picnic
areas, nature trails, exhibits and points of
interest. In some places ruts of the original
trace can still be seen.

About two miles beyond the bridge at port
is Kogers Island. Beginning here and for the

85

Pickwick Lake

MILE 245.0
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DAYMARK 251.6

next 15 miles pay close attention to the channel buoys. At normal pool, the water hides
rocks, stumps and mud banks that give headaches to careless boaters.
This is TVA’s Colbert power plant, one of
several coal burning plants operated by TVA
to produce electricity.

At port is the downstream end of Seven Mile
Island. The island has long interested archeologists because it was the site of several
Indian villages. Many artifacts have been
found on the island. Unfortunately, however, many others have been removed illegally. Removing archeological or biological
resources on all TVA lands is against the law.
Beginning here, the river becomes much narrower. The closeness of the bank on one side
and the small and low lying islands on the
other create a different feeling than what you
experienced a few miles downstream.
You are now entering the Muscle Shoals
area. It consists of four cities and is the
third largest urban area through which the
Tennessee River passes. Only Chattanooga
and Knoxville are larger.

At port on the north side of the river is
Florence, largest of the four cities. Ferdinand
Sannoner, an Italian surveyor, laid out the
city in 1818. He was given the honor of naming the new city. He chose Florence after
Florence, Italy, where he had lived.
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The other three cities are on the south side of
the river. Muscle Shoals was incorporated in
1923. It was the result of a land boom following Henry Ford’s announcement in 1921 that
he intended to build a 75-mile long city and
giant industrial complex at the site. Although
Ford’s dream never materialized, the city has
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become an important retail center.

Sheffield was founded in the 1880s by a
small group of wealthy businessmen who
envisioned it becoming an iron and steel center. Named after Sheffield, England, also a
steel center, the city thrived on the industry
into the 1920s.

Tuscumbia, incorporated in 1820, was named
after a locally prominent Chickasaw chief.
Other than Boston, Massachusetts, it’s the
only U.S. city to have a Commons. It was
here in 1832 that the first railroad west of the
Appalachian Mountains was built.
The four cities have a combined population
of about 75,000 and offer several attractions
for visitors including the homes of two world
famous personalities, W.C. Handy and Helen
Keller. Annual festivals honor them.
Handy, “Father of the Blues”, was born in
Florence. His home is now a museum that
contains such momentos as his trumpet and
the piano he used to write many of his songs
including “The St. Louis Blues.”

Said Handy, “If my serenade of song and
story should serve as a pillow for some composer’s head, yet perhaps unborn, I will not
have labored in vain. If, as my teacher predicted, music brought me to the gutter, I confess it was there I got a glimpse of Heaven,
for music can lift one to that state.”

Also in Florence is the Rosenbaum House,
the only Alabama structure designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright and one of only 26 Usonian
houses built in the U.S. On the nearby campus of the University of North Alabama is
Wesleyan Hall, a building General Sherman
used as a headquarters as he prepared for his
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“March to the Sea.” And on the north edge of
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downtown is Pope’s Tavern, one of the oldest structures in Florence. Once a stage coach
stop, tavern and inn, it was used as a hospital
during the Civil War by both Confederate and
Union forces.
Helen Keller became blind and deaf soon
after her birth in Tuscumbia in 1880. Yet, she
overcame those handicaps to become known
throughout the world as a writer, philosopher
and speaker. She was often called the “First
Lady of Courage.”
Her story was told in a 1962 film, “The
Miracle Worker.” Patty Duke and Anne
Bancroft won Oscars for their performances
in the film. The Keller home, including the
famous pump where Helen learned to say
“water,” is open to the public.

A few miles south of Muscle Shoals is the
LaGrange College Site Park and Antebellum
Cemetery. LaGrange, the first chartered college
in Alabama, was burned during the Civil War.
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In the countryside south of Tuscumbia is
Belle Mont Mansion, one of Alabama’s most
distinguished homes featuring neoclassical
architecture of Jeffersonian-Palladian style.

Here at the east end of McFarland Park is
Florence Harbor Marina. It offers the most
convenient access to this urban area. Also, it
offers an overnight option if you are delayed
in locking through Wilson Lock or if you
locked downstream too late in the day to continue cruising. Water depth in the short channel leading from the main river to the harbor
is about 10 feet at normal pool. Use caution,
however, and stay in the middle of the channel as you enter the marina when Pickwick
Lake is at or close to winter pool. Water
depth inside the harbor is 10 feet at normal
pool.

Pickwick Lake
Florence Harbor Marina
1050 Clayborn Liles Drive
Florence, Alabama 35630
256-768-1299
Open all year with varied hours according to
the season. Has accommodated boats up to
135 feet. The number of transient slips varies.
Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power. Has
gas and diesel fuel. Has launch ramps, ice,
snacks, pumpout and some boating supplies.
Has courtesy car. A golf driving range is nearby in McFarland Park. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurants and Lodging: The marina has a
seasonal restaurant with a menu ranging from
sandwiches and salad dishes to full dinners.
Several restaurants and motels in Florence or
across the river in Muscle Shoals, Sheffield
and Tuscumbia are easily reached by courtesy car. Ask at the marina for details.

Just beyond the park is O’Neal Bridge. This
is U.S. 72 that connects Florence with Muscle
Shoals, Sheffield and Tuscumbia. It’s also
the principal highway linking these cities
with Memphis to the west and Huntsville and
Chattanooga to the east.
As you pass under O’Neal Bridge you will
enter the navigation channel that swings
slightly to port as it parallels the main river
and leads to Wilson Dam.

The old railroad bridge at starboard was built
in 1839 and is one of the most historic structures on the Tennessee. Pedestrians, people on
horseback and wagon traffic used the lower
deck to cross the river. Severely damaged by a
tornado in 1854, the bridge was rebuilt by the
Memphis & Charleston Railroad to accommodate steam-powered trains.
In 1862, the bridge was partly destroyed by a
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fire set by Confederate troops attempting to
halt advancing Union forces. The bridge was
rebuilt again and in 1893 a new steel superstructure was added. Twelve years later an
electric streetcar system was installed on the
top deck while automobiles began using the
lower deck.

MILE 258.1
MILE 259.4

After O’Neal Bridge was completed in 1939,
the bottom deck was removed, leaving the
top deck for trains that used the bridge until
rail service ended in 1988. In 1993, the
lift section over the navigation canal was
removed and soon afterward the entire bridge
was threatened with demolition. A private
group, however, gained title to the bridge that
has since been restored and converted into a
pedestrian walkway.
This is the Patton Island bridge that takes
Alabama 133 across the river.

This is Wilson Dam, one of the most significant structures on the Tennessee River. The
dam is 137 feet high and 4,541 feet long.

Named after Woodrow Wilson, the 28th
president of the United States, the dam is
the oldest on the river. Construction began in
1918. At its peak, the project involved more
than 18,000 workers. An average of 111 railcar loads of equipment and materials arrived
daily and more than 800 bricklayers worked
at one time under a single roof. When the
dam was completed in 1925, it was heralded
as the world’s largest.
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The dam is architecturally intriguing. The
arches forming the spillways are patterned
after construction skills dating back to the
Roman Empire. In 1966, the U.S. Department
of Interior designated the dam a National
Historic Landmark.
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There are two sets of locks at Wilson Dam.
Nearest the bank is the original and small
two-chamber lock. It has been rebuilt but is
used only in emergencies or when the main
lock is closed for repair.

The new lock, the one you will be using, was
built in the 1950s. Once the world’s highest
single lift lock, it now ranks sixth in the U.S.
behind five higher locks on the Columbia
River and Snake River in the Pacific
Northwest.

If you must wait below the lock, a convenient
and safe place to do it is along the lower wall
of the old lock. It offers several recessed and
easily reached mooring posts for tying off.
Also, because water from the main lock is
released into the main river on the other side
of the lock, the water in this area is free of
turbulence.
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Wilson Lake
With a length of only 15 miles, Wilson
Lake is the shortest of all the lakes on the
Tennessee. It’s also one of the deepest with
water depths as great as 125 feet.

The fall in the river was greater in this part of
the Tennessee than anywhere else along the
entire river. The river bed beneath you is a
mass of rocks so jumbled that before Wilson
Dam was built, the river’s roar during times
of flood could be heard up to a mile away. A
canal and lock system that skirted the north
bank to route boats around the rapids is now
covered with water.

There are perhaps more private homes per
mile along Wilson Lake than on any other
lake. When Wilson Dam was closed in 1924,
land along Wilson Lake was privately owned.
That was true even after TVA was created in
1933 and the lake became part of the TVA
system. TVA owns only 10 miles of the
lake’s 154 miles of shoreline.
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When TVA began building the other dams on
the Tennessee, it retained control of most of
the land bordering the water. That’s the primary reason a relatively small percentage of
the main river’s nearly 6,400 miles of shoreline has been developed for residential and
industrial purposes.

At the far south end of Wilson Dam and not
visible as you leave the lock is an embayment
containing commercial docks plus a large
launch ramp. The second large embayment
upstream from that point is Steenson Hollow.
Water depth throughout most of this embayment is at least 15 feet at normal pool. At the
end of it is J & J Marine at Steenson Marina.
It will be at starboard as you near the end of
the embayment.
This stop is particulary important for two rea-
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sons. It’s the only repair facility between Aqua
Yacht Harbor Marina at Mile 215.3 and Alred
Marina at Mile 357.4. Also, if you are delayed
at Wilson Lock late in the day, you may wish
to stay here before continuing upriver.
J & J Marine
700 Tennessee River Drive
Muscle Shoals, Alabama 35661
256-383-7859 or 256-762-2111

MILE 263.0
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Open all year 9AM to 7PM every day except
10AM to 5PM November through February.
Has gas, launch ramp, limited space for transient dockage, ice and snacks. Has 30-amp
electical service. Has 30-ton open-end lift
particularly suitable for hauling out sailboats. Can perform a wide range of repairs
from gas engines to fiberglass. “If it’s a boat,
we do it all.” Can provide on-water and diving services. Call for appointment to schedule
major repairs.
The large embayment at starboard identified
on the official charts as McKernan Creek is
known locally as Donnegan’s Slough. This
may be of interest if you wish to do some
leisurely sightseeing of lakefront homes or to
take a break from traveling on the main lake.
When you enter, however, favor the upstream
side to avoid shallow water and underwater
obstructions.

Because of Wilson Lake’s small size, the
surrounding topography and population density, ideal anchorages don’t exist. But this is
the first of the two best ones. A mile beyond
Donnegan’s Slough is a long and narrow
embayment. Water depth is at least 25 feet at
normal pool for most of its length. Not until
you approach the far end where water depth
is about 10 feet at normal pool is it shallow
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enough for easy anchoring. Even then, you
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will probably need a stern anchor because
swinging room is limited. You will have
excellent protection from winds from any
direction. The wooded banks are moderately
steep. Unfortunately, development continues
to intrude on this formerly secluded area.

On a clear day, you can see both Wilson Dam
almost five miles downstream and Wheeler
Dam 10 miles farther upstream. Directly
across the river is the mouth of Shoal Creek.
Just beyond Shoal Creek at port is the private
Turtle Point Yacht & Country Club.

After passing Daymark 265.0, look across the
river to spot Six Mile Creek, the second good
anchorage on Wilson Lake. Although sometimes difficult to see, the wide mouth of the
creek becomes much more apparent as you
approach it. To avoid shallow water and possible snags, enter this embayment only on
the upstream side. Continue to favor your
starboard side until you are near where the
creek turns abruptly to starboard. Water depth
is about 15 feet at normal pool and there’s
enough space for swinging on one anchor.
Wind protection is good from almost every
direction. The creek, however, is busy on
summer weekends.
The official charts show a shallow area
directly across from this Daymark and
slightly more than half way across the lake.
Photographs made before Wilson Dam was
built show this as a hill high enough to be
considered a local landmark. At low water, it
can be a hazard for larger sailboats and deeper
draft powerboats.
As you near this Daymark at port, look to
starboard and you will see two pile structures
that mark an extremely shallow area. Beyond
the upstream structure is the marked entrance
to Town Creek. Although much of this
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embayment is shallow, the channel is deep
and well marked.

Caution! The aerial power crossing has a
vertical clearance of 36.5 feet at normal pool.

As the main channel curves to starboard, a
marked secondary channel at port leads to
Doublehead Resort & Lodge that you can
see in the distance. Stay close to the center
of the channel where water depth is about six
feet at normal pool with the shallowest water
being after you pass the third set of buoys.
The channel is fairly straight for about a half
a mile then curves to port around the point to
the eight transient slips behind the lodge. The
slips can accommodate boats to 60 feet and
have 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power.
This resort is unique because it lies within
a privately owned 1,100-acre wildlife preserve. Named after Doublehead, the legendary Cherokee Indian chief who lived on the
site, it’s an excellent location for spending a
few days off the boat or to rendezvous with
friends. It features 35 furnished cabins with
three bedrooms and two baths, general store
and gift shop, conference center, sand beach,
swimming pool, horseback riding and sporting clays. Quail and pheasant hunting are
offered in season. For more information and
reservations write to Doublehead Resort &
Lodge, 145 County Road 314, Town Creek,
Alabama 35672 or call 1-800-685-9267.

MILE 272.6

The main channel continues to curve to starboard to the Point Restaurant. It serves seafood Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings
and Sunday beginning at noon. Gas, snacks
and ice are available 8AM to 5PM, April to
October, and during winter depending on the
weather. For more information call 256-4666880.
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Beginning here, buoys mark both sides of the
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navigation channel as it approaches the lock
at the north end of Wheeler Dam.

MILE 274.9

Local boaters caught in sudden summer
storms often take cover in Bluewater Creek
at port. You also might choose to wait here
if you face a long delay in getting through
Wheeler Lock. If you do enter the creek, stay
on the downstream side and well off the buoys
that indicate shallow water and the underwater remains of the old canal and lock system
used before Wilson Dam was built. Water
depth is at least six feet at normal pool for the
first few hundred feet up the creek.
This is Wheeler Dam. It was named for
Joseph Wheeler, a West Point graduate. He
was a general in the Confederate Army and
a leader of U.S. volunteers in the SpanishAmerican War. During his military career,
General Wheeler fought in more than 500
skirmishes, commanded in 127 battles, had
36 staff officers wounded at his side and had
16 horses shot from underneath him. Elected
to Congress in 1880, Wheeler died in 1906
and was buried in Arlington Cemetery. His
home was built in 1872 a few miles south of the
dam and is an important historical structure.
Only 72 feet high, Wheeler Dam is the
lowest of all the dams on the Tennessee.
But with a length of 6,342 feet, it’s the third
longest. Construction began in 1933 and was
completed in 1936.

If the lockmaster requests you to use the auxiliary lock, note that there are only four floating mooring posts, one on each side as you
enter and one on each side at the far end.
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Ahead of you, at least for a few miles, is
some of the widest water on the entire river.
It’s also comfortably deep from bank to bank.
Immediately to port as you leave the lock is
the entrance to Second Creek. This embayment is about two miles long and is a good
place to get away from the main river. It is,
however, a favorite with local boaters on
summer weekends.

A good anchorage is an embayment at port
about three-fourths of a mile up Second
Creek past three small coves and before the
creek turns. The best place to anchor is just
before the embayment splits. Water depth is
about 12 feet at normal pool and there’s plenty
of room to swing on one anchor. Wind protection is good from every direction. There
are no structures and the nearly level to moderately steep banks are wooded.
If you want a more convenient anchorage
where you will have a good view of the
main lake, turn to port soon after passing this
Daymark. Go toward the far end where water
depth is about 20 feet at normal pool. There’s
plenty of space to swing on one anchor. The
gently sloping banks are wooded and there
is protection from all but a south wind. An
option is the equally deep small embayment
at port. It offers slightly better protection
from west and southwest winds during sudden thunderstorms.
About two miles above the dam at port is Joe
Wheeler State Resort Park. Among the facilities offered by this complex are a lodge with
a dining room. The lodge and marina aren’t
on the main river. To reach them, turn into
the wide mouth of First Creek. A large sign
there identifies the park. After a short distance, you will turn to starboard and the
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lodge and marina will be directly ahead.

The dock in front of the lodge is used for
transient boats and is nearly always filled to
capacity on summer weekends. The number
of remaining transient slips varies and consists mostly of covered slips. No reservations
are taken but it sometimes helps if you call
the marina early on the same day of your
planned arrival.

This park has several amenities common with
other state parks including an 18-hole golf
course and banquet facilities.
Joe Wheeler State Park Marina
201 McLean Drive
Rogersville, Alabama 35652
256-247-6971 (Marina)
256-247-5461 (Lodge)
Seasonal operation. Open 7AM to 6PM in
summer. Closed November 1 until March 1
but fuel is available by calling 256-247-5461.
Can accommodate boats up to 65 feet. There
are 16 transient slips in front of the lodge
with a varied number of other slips available
in the marina. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock
is 20 feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel
fuel. Has launch ramp, ice, light groceries,
showers, laundromat, limited boating supplies and pumpout.
Restaurant: The lodge’s dining room overlooks First Creek and the marina and offers a
variety of dishes.
Lodging: The lodge has 75 units including
nine suites. There also are 27 cabins.
Anchorage: An alternative to docking at the
marina is to anchor on the opposite side of
103
First Creek in the wide part through which
you passed enroute to the marina. Anchor as
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MILE 278.9
ANCHORAGE

MILE 285.0

MILE 285.1
ANCHORAGE
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close to the far bank as you can and as water
depth permits so you will be as far out of the
way of other boats as possible. The creek can
get busy with fishing and pleasure boats. But
the environment has a nice ambience, particularly at night.
This anchorage is on the opposite side of the
river from Joe Wheeler State Park. It’s the
second embayment upstream from Daymark
278.2. There are two coves but enter only the
one at port. About half way into the embayment, the water is about 20 feet deep at normal pool. Space is limited so you may need
to anchor bow and stern. There are no buildings, the gently sloping banks are wooded
and you will have a good view of the river
while being protected from all but north
winds.

Here on the north side of the river is the
mouth of Elk River. This river drains a large
area of south central Tennessee and has a
marked channel extending for about 15 miles
upstream. After about five miles, the river
is crossed by the U.S. 72 bridge that has a
vertical clearance of 28.0 feet at normal pool.
Water depth in the channel is at least 10 feet
at normal pool but watch for snags and be
careful if you venture outside the channel.

On the opposite side of the river from the
mouth of Elk River is the Goldfield Branch
embayment. Water depth halfway up the
embayment is about 15 feet at normal pool.
This is a nice, open anchorage with gently
sloping and wooded banks. There are no
structures and you will be able to swing on
one anchor. A county road, however, crosses
the embayment at the far end. This anchorage
affords a good view of the lake and will protect you from all but west winds.

Wheeler Lake
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Look toward the opposite side of the river
after passing Daymark 286.2 and you will see
Bay Hill Marina. Easily identifiable are the
two barges in front of the marina entrance
that serve as a breakwater.
Bay Hill Marina
6049 Bay Village Drive
Athens, Alabama 35611
256-729-1322 or 256-729-4243 (office)
256-729-6642 (fuel dock)
www.bay-hill.com
Open all year, 8AM to 8PM. Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Has 10 transient
slips and 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at dock is 15 feet at normal
pool. Has gas. Has launch ramp, pumpout,
snacks, limited boating supplies, ice, showers and laundromat. Has boat sales and parts
and service department. Can perform repairs
on gas engines and provide diesel mechanic
on call. A swimming pool is on premises and
available for use by boaters. Marina can
arrange for ground transportation. Monitors
channel 16.

MILE 288.1

Restaurant: The Skippers Grill at the marina
overlooks the lake. It’s open every day except
Monday during the boating season for lunch
and dinner and for breakfast on weekends.
Menu offerings range from sandwiches to
steaks and seafood. “We cut our own ribeyes.” For more information, call 256-7296480.
A line of buoys that marks the navigation
channel begins here and continues for the
next 15 miles.

Also, you will be able to clearly see the distinctive stack that identifies TVA’s Browns
Ferry nuclear power plant. When the first
of the plant’s three units began operating in

105

Wheeler Lake
1974, Browns Ferry was the world’s largest
nuclear generating plant.

DAYMARK 294.9
MILE 297.5

The stack, part of the plant’s cooling system,
is 660 feet high. And in case you are wondering about the tassel shaped device on top
of the stack, its purpose is to offer lightning
protection for instruments that monitor stack
emissions.

Here, the river’s width is deceptive. Almost
all the water outside the navigation channel is
extremely shallow.
Just after you pass under this aerial power
crossing, the navigation channel splits to pass
on each side of Finley Island, most of which
is submerged. The channels rejoin about two
miles farther upstream.
At starboard is the beginning of an industrial
complex stretching for nearly five miles into
downtown Decatur, Alabama. There is considerable commercial traffic in this area, so
stay particulary alert for towboats.
Decatur dates from 1820 when land taken
from the Cherokee Indians was sold at auction. The town became important during
the Civil War because of the Memphis &
Charleston Railroad bridge built across the
Tennessee River in 1856.

In 1864, Decatur was almost completely
destroyed by Union troops. Within several
years, however, wealthy northern industrialists had returned prosperity to the city.
Today, Decatur’s population is about 53,000.
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Among several tourist destinations in Decatur
is the Old State Bank. Opened in 1833, this
impressive pre-Greek revival structure is
Alabama’s oldest bank building. Because of
its strategic location near the river, its five
stately limestone columns were chipped and
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scarred by mini-balls and musket from both
Union and Confederate troops. The bank
served as a Union hospital and was one of
only four buildings left standing in Decatur
after the war. It has been carefully restored to
the era of when it was a bank and serves as
a cornerstone for Decatur’s historic districts.
Walking tours may be taken through the districts that consist of Alabama’s largest collection of historically significant Victorian and
Craftsman homes.

MILE 303.7
FUEL

MILE 304.4

Point Mallard, a 750-acre city park, features
an 18-hole championship golf course and
the Nation’s first wave pool. Also of interest
is Cook’s Natural Science Museum with its
extensive collection of insects, minerals and
mounted animals and the Wheeler Wildlife
Refuge visitor center.

Brickyard Landing Marina is at starboard
immediately upstream from the condominium
unit with seven chimneys and the two larger
buildings beyond. Although primarily a dry
storage facility, the marina also is a convenient refueling stop. The harbor, however,
is narrow and limited to boats no longer
than about 40 feet in length. Also, this facility is busy on summer weekends. Favor the
upstream side when entering. Water depth
at the fuel dock is about eight feet at normal
pool.
The marina is open 8AM to 8PM from May
1 until Labor Day and 10AM to 4PM for the
remainder of the year. Gas as well as snacks
and light foods are available. For more information, call 256-350-1449.

This railway bridge is a lift span. In the down
position, vertical clearance is 9.8 feet at normal pool. Call the bridge tender on channel 107
13 or 16 if you need the bridge raised.
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This bridge is on the same site as the
Memphis & Charleston Railroad bridge
burned by the Union Army on April 27,
1862, to stop a Confederate advance.

After you leave the railroad bridge but
before you pass under the highway bridges,
you will see downtown Decatur at starboard.
At port is Riverwalk Marina.

Although this marina exists primarily to serve
its slip holders, it welcomes transient boaters. If there is no one at the marina office
to answer on channel 16 or take your phone
call, enter the marina and tie up. If you don’t
see marina personnel before you leave, mail
the overnight fee of 50 cents per foot to the
marina office at your convenience.
To get to the transient slips, turn to port after
you pass the fuel pumps that are on the right
side of the restaurant. The slips, two of which
parallel the wall, are at port soon after you
make the turn into the marina.
Riverwalk Marina
P.O. Box 1865, 3755 Hwy. 31 North
Decatur, Alabama 35602
256-340-9170
If no answer, call 256-990-1754
Open all year 8AM to 5PM. Can accommodate boats up to 80 feet. Water depth at the
fuel dock is 12 feet at normal pool. Has 30amp and 50-amp electrical service. Has gas
and diesel fuel and launch ramp. Taxi service
is available to nearby restaurants, shopping
malls and grocery stores. Transportation
also is available to Huntsville International
Airport, 12 miles away. Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurant: The Hard Dock Cafe, at the
marina and bordered by the river and the
fuel dock, is open 3:00PM to 12:00 Midnight,
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Monday through Saturday, Memorial Day
until Labor Day and Wednesday through
Saturday during winter. Appetizers, sandwiches and seafood are the main fare.
Blackened catfish is a house specialty.
Food: Two local establishments will deliver
to the marina. Call Steak Out at 256-3510500 for steak dinners and Papa John’s at
256-353-6800 for pizza.
Repair Facility: On the marina premises is
Riverchase Boat Sales & Service, phone 256353-5311. It has a ship’s store plus parts
and accessories and can perform repairs on
gas and diesel engines and outboard motors.
A trailer can haul out boats up to 50 feet.
Monitors channel 16.
Immediately upstream from the marina are
the two bridges that take U.S. highways 31
and 72 across the river. Beyond them is a
complex of grain elevators through which
considerable grain moves to support north
Alabama’s poultry industry. These elevators also are used for shipping soybeans, an
important crop on many farms in the region.

At port is the beginning of the Wheeler
National Wildlife Refuge. It extends along
most of both sides of the river for nearly 15
miles. This refuge of 34,500 acres is valuable
to both wildlife and recreation interests but
is under increasing pressure because of the
area’s population and industrial growth.

The refuge is the easternmost national wildlife refuge on the lower Mississippi Flyway
and is the southernmost wintering ground of
Canada geese. Thousands of geese and ducks
spend the winter here. The refuge’s visitors
have included 304 species of birds plus many
mammals including deer, fox, beaver, musk- 109
rats and mink.
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MILE 309.6

This is the I-65 bridge. I-65 begins in
Chicago and links Indianapolis, Louisville
and Nashville to the north with Birmingham,
Montgomery and Mobile to the south. A bit
of trivia: An average of 72,000 vehicles cross
this bridge daily.

Construction of the bridge was interrupted for
several months so that nesting birds in that
part of the Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
through which the bridge passes wouldn’t be
disturbed.

MILE 319.0

MILE 324.0

DAYMARK 326.0
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The next 20 miles provide a fine opportunity
for you to relax and enjoy the scenery. The
water is deep, bank-to-bank. There are no
buoys, towns or industry. The scenery isn’t
awe inspiring but water, trees and sky plus a
few sweeping curves combine to offer a hint
of wildness you haven’t seen for a while.
Half hidden behind the distant hill is a tower
that’s part of the Redstone Arsenal and the
Marshall Space Flight Center. It was here
in 1960 that the effort to launch America’s
space program began.
Mountains you see ahead are south of
Huntsville, Alabama. They are part of the
southern end of the Cumberland Plateau
that begins in eastern Kentucky and extends
southwest through eastern Tennessee into
northern Alabama.

From about here to Guntersville Lock &
Dam, the river is usually busy during summer
weekends. The situation is further aggravated
by the river’s narrowness. So stay alert for
other boats, water skiers and swimmers.
This is midpoint on the Tennessee River. You
are now exactly halfway between Paducah and
where the river begins just east of Knoxville.
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These twin spans take U.S. 231 across the
river. This is one of eastern Alabama’s principal north-south highways. You are now about
five miles south of downtown Huntsville.
Once a small and quiet county seat town,
Huntsville has become a busy and thriving
city with a population of more than 180,000.
It’s Alabama’s third largest city. Only
Birmingham and Mobile are larger.

Aerospace is the reason for Huntsville’s
growth and international prominence. It was
here that America’s entry into the space age
began, a time of daring, dedication and genius.
It began with Dr. Wernher von Braun who
led a team of German scientists in developing Germany’s famous V-2 rocket. Hitler, in
a desperate effort to demoralize the British,
used the rocket to bomb London during the
latter days of WW II.

Realizing the war was ending and that the
Russians would soon occupy their test site,
von Braun and his team abandoned the site
and headed south in caravans. Miraculously,
they were able to bluff their way through
German checkpoints and surrender to
American forces. In late 1945, more than 100
members of the von Braun team agreed to
come to the United States to work under U.S.
Army supervision. They were assigned to Ft.
Bliss, Texas, site of the Army’s expanding
rocket program.

In 1950, the Army moved the von Braun
team to the Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville.
The arsenal had been used to produce chemical compounds and pyrotechnical devices
during WW II and was officially named
“Redstone” in 1952 because of the red soil
111
and rock common to the Huntsville area.
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There, the team joined the growing number
of U.S. rocketry specialists to design and
build missiles for countering Soviet Cold War
threats. The most famous missile was officially named “Redstone.”
A few years earlier, von Braun had proposed using a Huntsville rocket to launch an
American satellite to beat the Russians into
space. But the Russians were first by launching Sputnik in October 1957. Two months
later, the U.S. Navy countered by attempting
to launch its Vanguard rocket. But it exploded on the launching pad.

That prompted Washington to give the von
Braun team the go ahead. And on January 31,
1958, von Braun’s Huntsville team launched
a four-stage Jupiter-C rocket carrying
Explorer 1, the Nation’s first earth orbiting
satellite. The U.S. had entered the space race.

The creating in 1958 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), a civilian agency, resulted from
debate as to whether the space program
should be administered by a military or civilian agency. In 1960, President Eisenhower
dedicated the George C. Marshall Space
Flight Center in Huntsville as a new field
installation of NASA. The Marshall Center
was responsible for providing launch vehicles
for NASA’s civilian space exploration.
Von Braun and his fellow Germans had
become U.S. citizens, had made Huntsville
their home and had successfully launched
America’s first satellite into space. Now, they
faced far greater challenges. That they succeeded is the stuff of which legends are made.
112

In 1961, a Mercury-Redstone rocket lifted
Alan B. Shepard, America’s first astronaut,
on a suborbital flight. That was followed by
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months of intense effort by engineers, scientists, administrators and contractors to create
a far more powerful rocket. Some rockets on
the test stands were so powerful that the noise
could be heard up to 50 miles away. One visiting magazine writer once called Huntsville
the “Land of the Earth Shakers.”
The result was the Saturn V rocket. It would
soon become the vehicle for orbital space
flights and later the Apollo missions the most
famous of which resulted in Neil Armstrong
setting foot on the moon on July 20, 1969.
Those successes were followed by several
important space projects including Skylab
and the shuttle missions that continue today.

Many companies involved in the technology of the Nation’s space program established research and development facilities in
Huntsville.

In recent years, however, business and industry in Huntsville have diversified to make the
city’s economy even stronger.

By a wide margin, the most popular tourist
attraction in Huntsville is the Space & Rocket
Center. It’s the world’s largest space museum
and has the Nation’s largest and finest collection of NASA rockets and army missiles.

There are dozens of hands-on exhibits, flight
simulations, an IMAX theater with a 67foot domed screen and an extensive outdoor
exhibit that includes such hardware as military rockets, the 354-foot Saturn V moon
rocket, a 98-ton full size model of the Space
Shuttle, the only full-scale model of the
Hubble Space Telescope, a U.S. Air Force
SR-71 Blackbird spy plane, the world’s most
complete shuttle mockup and many artifacts 113
from the Mercury and Apollo space missions.
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Also at the Center is the U.S. Space Camp
for youth who wish to explore the wonders
of aviation and space. More than 480,000
trainees from all 50 states and many foreign
countries have attended this camp.
Monte Sano State Park is on top of a mountain at the east edge of Huntsville. It covers
more than 2,000 acres and offers fine views
of the city below. Also on the mountain is
Burritt Museum. It’s built in the shape of a
Maltese cross and contains many exhibits
related to Huntsville’s history.

MILE 333.3
MARINA
FOOD

Big Spring Park in downtown is where John
Hunt founded the city in 1805. The park
plus the Museum of Art and the Old Town
Historic District are popular with tourists.

At port immediately beyond the U.S. 231
bridge is Ditto Landing Marina. It’s operated
by the City of Huntsville and Madison
County. A sign plus a building with a round
window identify the marina. The entrance is
narrow so take your time and enter slowly,
especially during summer weekends when
boat traffic is usually heavy.

Ditto Landing was named for James Ditto,
a pioneer who began operating a ferry here
in 1807 to help settlers moving into the area.
Later, James White from Virginia established
a port that became the town of Whitesburg.
It was an important center for cotton shipping until the coming of the railroads. The
Whitesburg post office closed in 1905.
Ditto Landing Marina
P.O. Box 14250, 293 Ditto Landing Road
Huntsville, Alabama 35815
256-883-9420
114

Open all year, 8AM to 10PM. Can accommodate boats up to 65 feet. Has minimum of four
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transient slips but “we have never turned
anyone away.” Has 30-amp and 50-amp
electrical service. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 10 feet at normal pool. Has gas and
diesel fuel. Has launch ramp, ice, showers,
laundromat, pumpout and a few boating supplies. Taxi service to downtown Huntsville is
available. Monitors channel 16.

MILE 336.0

MILE 344.8

MILE 349.0

Food: There are no restaurants near the
marina. But if you would like pizza, call
Terry’s Pizza at 256-881-5987. They will
deliver to the marina.

The scenery becomes more interesting as
you look ahead after reaching the upriver
end of Hobb’s Island. You are now entering
the southern end of the Cumberland Plateau.
Painted Bluff at port is the abrupt end of
Merrill Mountain. More than 350 feet high,
it’s one of the highest bluffs on the river
between here and Paducah, and gets its
name from the yellow and brown rock.

The buoys just ahead mark the navigation
channel that skirts the north side of the river
as you approach Guntersville Lock & Dam.
Of all the dams on the Tennessee,
Guntersville Dam may be the least visually obtrusive. Wedged between two hills,
the dam is 94 feet high and 3,979 feet long.
Construction began in 1935 and was completed in 1939.
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Guntersville Lake
Nothing you have yet seen on the Tennessee
prepares you for the view as you leave
Guntersville Lock. Said one boater, “My
gosh, it looks just like a park.”

Indeed, it does. The expanse of water
between bluffs and forested hills rising to 600
feet above the lake invite you to look, admire
and explore.
In prehistoric times, the Tennessee didn’t
flow here. Instead, it continued southwestward from what is now Chattanooga and
Guntersville toward central Alabama. But
a massive uplift forced the river to change
course. So it gnawed its way through the
southern end of the Cumberland Plateau
where you are now and continued westward
across northern Alabama.

Guntersville Lake is often more than two
miles wide. With an area of 67,900 acres and
a length of 76 miles, it’s the second largest
lake in the Tennessee River system. Only
Kentucky Lake is larger.
Hydrilla and water milfoil, the two aquatic
plants mentioned under Daymark 25.4, are
widespread in Guntersville Lake. Many
embayments have become so infested that
they are now useless to boaters.

DAYMARK 349.5
ANCHORAGE
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For this reason, be careful when you venture
off the navigation channel. Because these
weeds can grow in water up to about 20 feet
deep, you are likely to encounter them before
you reach the floating masses of vegetation.
Also keep in mind they will often give you
false depthfinder readings.
For the first time in many miles, you now
have a choice of anchorages.

This Daymark at port and the two mooring
cells mark the entrance to the first one. This

Guntersville Lake
embayment is indicated on the official charts
as a First Class harbor so you want to move
at least halfway up the embayment before
anchoring. Water depth is about 15 feet at
normal pool. The wooded banks range from
moderately steep to very steep and there are
no structures. You will be protected from
all but south winds, have plenty of space to
swing on one anchor and have a good view of
the lake.

MILE 350.1

Caution! There are uncharted power lines
farther up in this embayment.

About midway between the first anchorage mentioned above and Daymark 350.4,
look for a cave just above the waterline. The
cave’s entrance is identified by two signs and
is protected by a wire fence. This is a sanctuary for the federally endangered gray bat.
At dusk, thousands of bats fly from the cave
to feed on insects. It’s not likely you will be
there when the bats emerge. But please keep
your distance if you are.

The number of gray bats living is this
cave fluctuates annually but ranges from
about 20,000 to 45,000 between April and
September. Because this cave is naturally
warmer, the bats use it as a maternity cave.
As the baby bats mature and begin to learn to
fly, the female bats leave and stay in another
cave farther upriver. They later return to once
again be with their young. In September,
however, all the bats migrate to a cooler cave
in the hills a few miles north of the river. The
cooler temperature lowers their metabolism
rate which helps the bats better survive the
winter.

The Tennessee Valley has the most significant gray bat population in the Nation. TVA’s 119
National Heritage Program includes 12 caves.

Guntersville Lake

MILE 351.5
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The largest, on Nickajack Lake, is home to
more than 60,000 gray bats. Two caves on
Guntersville Lake of which this is one, are
critically important. That’s because less than
one percent of all caves have the correct environmental conditions such as temperature and
humidity in which the gray bat can survive.
Several of the fifteen other species of bats
living in the region are in danger of becoming
extinct.
This is the entrance to Honeycomb Creek. At
starboard as you enter is Goat Island, so
named because a farmer kept a herd of goats
there before the Civil War.

On the back or north side of the island is a
shallow cove with a water depth of about 20
feet at normal pool. There’s plenty of space
to swing on one anchor and the view across
open water to the mountains beyond is magnificent. During the summer and especially
on weekends, boating activity is heavy in this
area, mostly because farther up the embayment is a campground and a launch ramp.

MILE 352.2
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In case you are wondering, yes, you can pass
the upstream end of the island to rejoin the
main river. Water depth in the middle of this
passage is about 16 feet a normal pool.

Look carefully about 300 feet past the channel at the upstream end of Goat Island and
about halfway up the side of the cliff. There,
carved in stone, is the following: “Gen.
Andrew Jackson 1813-1914, Ala. D.A.R.”
The inscription dates back to 1914 and is
over a cave, now underwater, where supplies
were stored for General Jackson while he was
enroute to the Creek Indian War.

For the next three miles, the river curves to
starboard and gradually becomes much wider.
Eventually, you will see the twin spans of
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the George S. Houston bridge, U.S. 431.
This is an important highway link between
Huntsville to the northwest and Gadsden and
Anniston to the south.
At the south end of the bridge is the site of
an Indian-pioneer village. “Head-man” of
the village was John Gunter, a full-blooded
Scotsman who came to live among the
Indians in 1785.

Guntersville, named after Gunter and built on
a peninsula, has a population of about 8,000.
It has always been an important river port,
particularly during the Civil War. Today,
grain for much of the poultry production in
northeast Alabama passes through terminals
that dot the edges of Guntersville’s harbor.

MILE 357.4
MARINA

In recent years, Guntersville has become
increasingly popular as a tourist destination.
Also, more retirees who appreciate the water,
moderate climate and relaxed living, are
moving to the area. Many boaters from such
nearby cities as Birmingham keep boats here.
To port and before you reach the bridge is a
marked channel leading to Alred Marina.
You will be able to see the marina from the
main channel. There’s a small sign on the
island where you make the turn. When you
arrive the fuel pumps will be on the end of
the fourth dock.
Alred Marina
351 Marina Road
Guntersville, Alabama 35976
256-582-4400

Open all year, 7AM to 5PM Monday through
Saturday, 8AM to 5PM on Sunday, April
through October, and 7AM to 4PM Monday
through Friday, 8AM to 4PM on Saturday
121
and 9AM to 3PM on Sunday for the remain-
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MILE 361.0
ANCHORAGE

MILE 361.7
ANCHORAGE
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der of the year. Can accommodate boats up
to 70 feet. Has six transient slips and 30-amp
and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at
the fuel dock is 10 feet at normal pool. Gas
and diesel fuel are available 24 hours a day
with a credit card pay-at-pump system. Has
launch ramp, pumpout, ice, showers, laundromat and courtesy car. Complete service
facilities include parts department, 30-ton
travel lift and marine railway for up to 60-ton
boats. Can do wood work, welding, painting
and fiberglass repair. Ship’s store has good
selection of boating supplies plus snacks and
convenience store grocery items. Monitors
channel 16.

As you continue upriver, you’ll see the large
Short Creek embayment on your starboard
side. Water depth ranges from 15 to 20 feet at
normal pool for about two-thirds of its length.
There’s plenty of space for swinging on one
anchor and you will have a wide choice of
anchoring locations. Wind protection will
depend on where you anchor. This is, however, a busy place on summer weekends. The
highway at the end of the embayment leads to
Lake Guntersville State Park.
If Short Creek isn’t to your liking, then continue upstream three-fourths of a mile to this
embayment. About half way into it, water
depth is about 15 feet at normal pool. There’s
space enough here to swing on one anchor
and you will be protected from all but northwest winds. The nearly level to gently sloping banks are wooded on one side and have
state park cabins on the other. The cabins,
however, are nearly hidden by trees.
If you continue up this side of the river, you
will pass the state park dock beyond which
is a beach and camping area. The park lodge
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and restaurant are on top of the mountain.
Unfortunately, there is no dock for transient
boaters nor does the park provide transportation from the river to the lodge.

Unless you wish to continue past this area to
explore Town Creek ahead, rejoin the main
navigation channel between Daymark 363.4
and the red buoy immediately downstream
from it. Although the water becomes shallower
as you approach the channel, it’s about 10
feet deep at normal pool.

MILE 367.0

MILE 369.0

MILE 378.0
MARINA
LODGING
RESTAURANT
ANCHORAGE

Ahead, the lake widens to almost two miles
and the landscape becomes more expansive.

The width of Guntersville Lake can be
deceiving. For example, a secondary channel
here leads up Mill Creek to a boat dock. But
most of the creek is choked with hydrilla and
water milfoil that will quickly foul your prop.
The lesson is clear: Be very careful when you
leave the navigation channel!
This small embayment is most suitable if you
need to get off the main river for a while.
Water depth is about nine feet at normal pool
at the entrance and for a short distance.
In this vicinity was Coste, an Indian town
of the Koosita Tribe visited by Hernando
DeSoto’s expedition in 1540. The town site
and many Indian mounds are now covered
with water.

Caution! Check your fuel supply before
passing Goose Pond Colony Marina
identified by a sign at port. The next
available fuel directly on the river is at
Nickajack Resort & Marina 53 miles upriver.
To reach the marina, turn to port here and follow the marked channel. Its depth is about six
feet at normal pool. Your depthfinder, however, may read somewhat less. Hydrilla and
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milfoil you see floating on both sides of the
channel is also growing on the bottom and
often causes false readings.

Goose Pond Colony is a 360-acre recreation
complex owned and operated by the city of
Scottsboro, Alabama. Besides a marina, it
features an 18-hole, 6,900-yard, par 72 golf
course with a beautiful setting. Tees #5 and
#13 offer especially fine views. The pro shop
is less than a mile from the marina and has
a snack bar, putting green, driving range
and cart rentals. The course is of championship quality and is visited by golfers from
throughout the United States.

These offerings plus a two-mile paved nature
walk make this location exceptionally well
suited for cruising boaters who wish to take a
relaxing break.
Goose Pond Colony Marina
417 Ed Hembree Drive
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768
256-259-3027
Open all year, 7AM to whenever every day
February through September and 8AM to
4:30PM for remainder of year. Can accommodate boats up to 100 feet. Number of transient slips varies. Has 30-amp and 50-amp
electrical service. Water depth at fuel dock
is 12 feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel
fuel. Has ice, snacks, limited boat supplies,
pumpout and facilities for repairing gas
engines. Monitors channel 16.
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Lodging: Goose Pond Colony has several
ranch style and A-frame vacation cottages
for rent by the night or week. All have access
to docks and are within 300 yards of the golf
course pro shop. These cottages are popular
so reservations are a must. Call 256-2592884 or 1-800-268-2884 for more information.
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Restaurant: “The Dock” restaurant on the
water and a short walk from the marina is
open all year, Tuesday through Saturday for
evening “casual fine dining.” Specialties are
shrimp and grits and Hawaiian grilled ribeye
steak. Special dishes plus live entertainment
are offered every weekend. For more information call 256-574-3071.

MILE 379.0
ANCHORAGE

MILE 380.0

Anchorage: The large circular embayment
bordered by the marina and the golf course
offers a water depth of about 10 feet at
normal pool. It certainly isn’t secluded but
because this is an enforced no-wake area,
you’re not likely to be bothered by wakes
from other boats. This water is fairly open so
you will be exposed to some wind from every
direction. There’s plenty of space on which to
swing on one anchor and the scenery is fine.
If there’s too much activity at Goose Pond
Marina for you, then this anchorage just a
mile farther upstream will be much more
to your liking. It’s indicated on the official
charts as a Second Class harbor and has three
sets of pilings down the middle. Water depth
as you enter is about 12 feet at normal pool.
Hydrilla and water milfoil growing on the
bottom, however, may give you false readings. Don’t tie up to the pilings. Instead,
anchor between the last set of pilings and the
bank at port where water depth is about 10
feet. There’s plenty of space for swinging
on one anchor, the nearly flat to moderately
steep banks are completely wooded, there are
no structures and you will have good wind
protection except from the west. Another
bonus is that you will have a fine view of
Sand Mountain across the river.
You should now be able to see the old and
new spans of the Comer Bridge that take
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Alabama 35 & 40 across the river. These
highways link Huntsville and Scottsboro with
the top of Sand Mountain and I-59 that connects Chattanooga with Birmingham.

DAYMARK 382.3
MARINA
RESTAURANT

After you pass under the bridge, low tree covered islands clearly reveal where the banks of
the river were before Guntersville Dam was
built.
A short distance beyond this Daymark is the
well marked entrance to Roseberry Creek.
The channel angles back to the southwest for
more than a mile then curves to starboard and
becomes fairly straight before ending at the
Jackson County Park Marina. Water depth for
the entire distance is at least 10 feet at normal
pool.
Although this marina is four miles from the
river, transient boaters are attracted to it
because of the somewhat different environment. The park borders the water for more
than a half mile and serves both Jackson
County and nearby Scottsboro, a city with a
population of about 15,000.

To reach the transient dock, pass the first
covered dock, a permanent rather than floating structure. Then turn to port and tie up on
the long or port side of the 250-foot transient
dock. Water depth is about 12 feet at the end
of the dock. The fuel dock is at the end of the
second covered dock.
Jackson County Park Marina
2302 County Park Road
Scottsboro, Alabama 35769
256-574-4719 (park)
256-218-0111 (park ranger cell phone)
256-259-2711 (park ranger home)
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Open all year 9AM to 5PM during summer. If
you need fuel, however, the park ranger lives
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on the premises. Can accommodate boats up
to 100 feet. Number of transient slips varies. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service and gas and diesel fuel. Water depth at
the fuel dock is six feet at normal pool. Has
pumpout and ice.

DAYMARK 388.0
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 391.6

DAYMARK 392.1

Restaurant: The park’s waterfront restaurant
is open every day year around and attracts
people in the community as well as park visitors. It serves breakfast, lunch and dinner
from a complete menu ranging from light
foods to full meals. For more information,
call 256-259-3877.

At starboard is the buoyed entrance to Jones
Creek, a favorite anchorage for local boaters. Entrance and channel depth is about 10
feet at normal pool. Carefully follow the
well-marked channel until you pass the last
green buoy. If you wish to go no farther, you
can turn to port here and continue for a short
distance before dropping anchor. Because the
water here is more than a half-mile wide, you
will have virtually no wind protection. But if
the weather is good, the tradeoff is more than
worth it. Except for a distant Boy Scout camp
to the south and occasional fishermen, there’s
nothing to disturb the sweeping vista of wide
water and distant mountains.
Directly across from this Daymark is TVA’s
Bellefonte nuclear power plant. Construction
began in 1974 but the plant was never
completed. It’s highly unlikely it will ever
become operational. The cooling towers are
587 feet high.
Here, the navigation channel swings to starboard around Bellefonte Island and to the
base of Sand Mountain.

The mountain, that’s been on your starboard
side since you left Guntersville, is one of
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MILE 394.3

MILE 399.0

MILE 400.5
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Alabama’s most prominent land features. It’s
more than 50 miles long and about 15 miles
wide. The fertile soil on top of the mountain
is a sandy loam ideal for many crops including potatoes and other vegetables. Until a few
years ago, the mountain reportedly had the
highest concentration of small farms in the
United States.
About half a mile beyond the upstream end
of Bellefonte Island is the entrance to Mud
Creek. This is a good place to get off the
river if weather threatens or if you have an
emergency. It will, however, be a tight fit if
the length of your boat is more than about
40 feet. Go slow because the creek is narrow
and there are snags along both banks. Water
depth is about 15 feet at normal pool for a
short distance after you leave the river but is
considerably less as the creek broadens. Mud
Creek is buoyed all the way to U.S. 72 about
two miles away.
With the mountains now behind you, the
landscape ahead is broader and flatter.
Visible above Crow Creek Island is the stack
at TVA’s Widow’s Creek power plant. The
1,000-foot stack is one of the tallest structures in the Tennessee Valley region.
The navigation channel is on the starboard
side of Crow Creek Island, a waterfowl
wildlife refuge. About midway upstream on
the port side is the entrance to Crow Creek.
As with Mud Creek at Mile 394.3, consider
Crow Creek as an option if you must get
off the river in an emergency. For the first
few hundred feet, the creek is narrow. Water
depth, however, is about 15 feet at normal
pool but becomes considerably shallower
when the creek broadens about a fourth of a
mile upstream.

Guntersville Lake
MILE 403.1

MILE 407.5
MILE 410.0

MILE 414.4

MILE 416.3
DAYMARK 416.9

MILE 418.5

This is the Captain John Snodgrass bridge
and Alabama 117, a highway linking several
small communities with U.S. 72 to the west
and I-59 to the east.

At port is the Widows Creek power plant, the
third largest of TVA’s 12 coal-fired plants.
Emptying into the Tennessee here is Long
Island Creek. It’s too narrow to be a good
anchorage. Also, a bridge with about nine
feet of vertical clearance at normal pool
crosses the creek only a few hundred feet
from the main river. But it can be used in
an emergency or if weather threatens. Water
depth ranges from about 15 feet to 20 feet at
normal pool upstream as far as the bridge. A
strong south or southwest wind could make
entering and maneuvering tricky.

This railway bridge is a lift span. In the down
position, vertical clearance is 34.2 feet at normal pool. Call the bridge tender on channel
13 or 16 if you need the bridge raised.
As you pass under the aerial power crossing,
you will be leaving Alabama and once again
entering Tennessee.
Here at the upstream end of Bridgeport
Island, you will have a wide view of the
Cumberland Plateau. Its top is more than
1,100 feet above the river.

The South Pittsburg highway bridge,
Tennessee 156, is architecturally interesting
because it features the suspended arch type
of construction. Other designs require considerably more heavy steel in the approaches.
Also, because the roadway is supported from
above, the bridge can be built lower in relation to the riverbanks while maintaining plenty of vertical clearance. Another distinctive
129
feature of this bridge is that navigational
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MILE 420.3

MILE 424.7

horizontal clearance is 730 feet, the widest of
any bridge on the Tennessee.

You are now at the southern end of
Sequatchie Valley. From here you can see
both sides of it. This is one of the world’s
two rift valleys. The other is the Great
Victoria Valley in Africa. Both were created
by the earth’s surface literally splitting apart.
Sequatchie Valley is more than 125 miles
long but never more than five miles wide.
Because the cliffs provide ideal conditions for
hang gliding enthusiasts, the valley is known
as the “Hang Gliding Capital of the East.”
The Sequatchie River drains the valley and
joins the Tennessee about three miles farther
upstream.
This is Nickajack Dam that replaced the
Hales Bar Dam formerly located six miles
upstream. It’s 81 feet high and 3,767 feet
long and is the newest dam on the river.
Construction began in 1964 and was completed in 1967.

You will notice that the lock is almost in the
center of the dam. Space was left between the
lock and north end of the dam so another lock
could be added if needed.
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MILE 425.5
ANCHORAGE

Nickajack Lake, 46 miles long, is the second
shortest in the Tennessee River system and
has little wide water. Yet, it offers memorable
features not found on any of the other lakes
including water depths of more than 130 feet.
The embayment on your port side is part of
the Shellmound Recreation Area, site of the
annual Fall Color Cruise & Folk Festival
held the last two weekends in October. The
increasingly popular event features a wide
range of activities staged against a backdrop
of spectacular fall color.

This is a fine place to pause after you lock
through, to stop to eat or take a swim or to
anchor overnight. Also, except for anchorages
at Mile 426.9 and Mile 454.6, there aren’t
any other good anchorages on Nickajack
Lake. So consider this location if you wish to
delay your trip upstream to Chattanooga. One
advantage is that in terms of scenic beauty,
early morning is the best time to cruise the
river between here and Chattanooga.

MILE 426.0
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The water behind the two mooring cells ranges from about 15 to 20 feet at normal pool.
Be extremely cautious, however, if you proceed into upper reaches of this embayment.
Stay clear of the area in front of and just
beyond the swimming area to avoid water
that becomes shallow quickly. This is a rather
open location with minimal wind protection.
Wakes from boats on the river and from those
using the nearby launch ramp can be bothersome.
From here, you can see the I-24 bridge. This
highway begins in southern Illinois and ends
in Chattanooga and serves as an important
link between the Midwest and Nashville,
Chattanooga and points south.

A bit of trivia: In 2002, an average of 76,000

Nickajack Lake
vehicles crossed this bridge every 24 hours.
Interestingly, however, about 2,000 more
were going west than were going east.

DAYMARK 426.9
ANCHORAGE

MILE 429.7

After you pass Daymark 426.9 at port, you
will tend to visually center your attention on
the bridge. The channel, however, veers to
starboard.

If there is too much activity for you at the
Shellmound Recreation Area, the embayment at the base of Little Cedar Mountain is
a fine option. To avoid shallow water, leave
the navigation channel just before you reach
the Daymark but stay well clear of the rock
face. Water depth decreases sharply to about
12 feet then increases to as much as 25 feet.
After you curve gradually to starboard and
approach the small cove at port, the water
shallows again to about 10 feet. This anchorage is often busy on weekends but it does
offer natural beauty and wind protection from
every direction except south.
This is the Marion County Memorial bridge
for U.S. 41. Before I-24 was built, this was
the main highway between Nashville and
Chattanooga. This once common and visually
interesting steel truss bridge design has been
replaced by concrete spans that are stronger
and easier to build and maintain.
In the distance and ahead of you is the old
Hales Bar hydroelectric plant, one of the
most historic structures on the Tennessee.

In 1904, Congressman John Moon introduced legislation to build a dam that would
generate hydroelectric power and improve
upstream navigation. The bill passed and
the Chattanooga & Tennessee River Power
Company soon began construction.
For the next eight years, the 5,000 workers
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involved with the project faced considerable risk. Construction accidents resulted in
many injuries and several deaths. Also, there
was violence resulting from labor troubles.
Finally, in November 1913, the Hales Bar
Hydro Plant was completed. It was the
world’s second largest hydroelectric generating plant. Only Niagara was larger.

The plant was dedicated with what may have
been the greatest celebration in Chattanooga’s
history. Bands played, people danced, there
were banquets and speeches and fireworks lit
the sky.

But almost from the beginning, there was
a serious problem of water leaking through
rock strata under the dam. Faced with exorbitant costs for uncertain cures to the problem and a navigation lock too small to meet
modern navigation needs, TVA decided to
remove the dam and replace it with Nickajack
Dam.

MILE 431.2
MARINA
RESTAURANT

Today, the old Hales Bar power house,
stripped of its machinery, is eerily silent after
being the reason for so much jubilation so
many years ago.

Adjoining the Hales Bar powerhouse is
Nickajack Resort & Marina. Formerly known
as the Hales Bar Marina, this facility was
renamed by its new owner in 2002 and has
been modernized with emphasis on meeting
the needs of transient boaters.
Check your fuel supply here. There are no
dependable fuel stops until after you pass
through Chickamauga Lock, a distance of
about 40 miles.
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There are two ways to reach the marina. One
is to turn slightly to starboard just after you
pass under the U.S. 41 bridge and go behind
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the rock piles, mooring cells and barges usually moored there. As you leave the navigation channel, the water depth decreases to
about 10 feet at normal pool then deepens
slightly as you continue upstream. Commercial
shipping companies use this area to store
barges and make up tows. You will see the
marina straight ahead. This is the preferred
way to reach the marina if your boat drafts
more than about five feet.
Incidentally, you may be curious to know
more about the barge stored here that has
the large curved roof. This is the “CocaCola Stage” that’s towed to downtown
Chattanooga to serve as the centerpiece for
the city’s annual River Bend Festival.

The other way to approach the marina is to
continue upstream in the navigation channel
until you are even with the marina, then turn
sharply to starboard and enter between the two
large no-wake buoys to avoid rocks and shallow water. Although hydrilla and water milfoil
may give you false depthfinder readings, water
depth is about eight feet at normal pool.
Nickajack Resort & Marina
P.O. Box 247, 1265 Hales Bar Road
Guild, Tennessee 37340
423-942-4040
Open all year, 8AM to 5PM (Central Time).
Can accommodate boats up to 125 feet. Has
16 transient slips and 30-amp and 50-amp
electrical service. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 11 feet at normal pool. Has gas and
diesel fuel. Has pumpout and launch ramp.
Has diesel mechanic on call. Has ice, snacks,
laundromat, some boating supplies and basic
groceries. Has showers on premises that
serve both transient boaters and the RV park. 137
Has courtesy van. Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurant: The marina has a short order
grill at the fuel dock.

DAYMARK 432.4

MILE 444.6
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DAYMARK 445.8

Caution! When leaving the marina, be particularly alert for fast moving fishing boats
coming downstream and close to the end of
the old Hales Bar powerhouse. This blind
corner has resulted in many near misses.

The stretch of river from here to Chattanooga
is known as the “Grand Canyon of the
Tennessee.” While that may be a bit exaggerated, everyone agrees that the next few miles
offer some of the most stunning scenery to be
found anywhere on the river. At first, homes
and small farms line much of the riverbank.
But as you leave them behind, the mountains
drop steeply into the river that in places is
barely 700 feet wide. Also, the river makes
a dozen turns during the next 32 miles as it
twists through the mountains.

Much of what you will be passing through
is part of the Prentice Cooper State Forest
and Wildlife Management Area. The slopes
are rich with foliage. More than 300 kinds of
trees and 900 varieties of wildflowers grow in
the Chattanooga area. In fact, nowhere in the
world except in central China is there such a
wide range of plant life.
Here at starboard and 1,100 feet above you
is TVA’s Raccoon Mountain pumped storage
project. A 520-acre lake was created on top
of the mountain into which water is pumped
from the river during times of slack power
use. Then when there are peak demands for
electric power, water is allowed to flow down
the mountain through giant tubes and turbines
to generate electricity.
As you approach and pass this Daymark,
don’t be surprised if your depthfinder shows
water as deep as 135 feet. One reason for
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this extreme depth is that the river follows an
ancient earthquake fault.
For the next few miles, the gorge that the
Tennessee has carved over millions of years
is at its scenic best.

DAYMARK 451.8

MILE 454.5

DAYMARK 454.6
ANCHORAGE

This part of the river is known as “The
Pan.” Before Hales Bar Dam was built, there
were many accidents here. Boats became
uncontrollable because of unusual and unpredictable currents. Names given to other
troublesome stretches upstream include the
“The Skillet,” “The Pot,” and “The Suck.”
Early boatmen chose those names because
they thought the boiling and swirling water
reminded them of food being cooked.
You are entering the Eastern Time Zone. Set
your watch ahead one hour.

You now have a clear view of Signal
Mountain, one of Chattanooga’s most famous
natural landmarks.

On the mountain slope at port is a large planting of kudzu. Native to China and Japan, it
was first brought to the United States in 1895
and used as a climbing vine for porches and
trellises. Later, it was widely adopted in the
South to help prevent soil erosion. Kudzu has
a thick network of roots and enriches the soil
through nitrogen-fixing bacteria on its roots.
But the vine, growing as much as a foot a
day, is very aggressive and can smother trees
and cover entire buildings in only one growing season.
This Daymark marks the lower end of
Williams Island. The island, site of an
Indian village and named for a pioneer who
lived there, may have served as a French
trading post. It also played a brief part in
Chattanooga’s more recent history.
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In April 1862, James J. Andrews, a Union
spy, led 21 men through Confederate lines
in Marietta, Georgia. There, they captured
a railroad engine, the GENERAL, and
headed north toward Chattanooga, destroying telegraph communications as they went.
Confederate troops in another engine, the
TEXAS, gave chase and eventually caught
the GENERAL. Andrews was jailed in
Chattanooga but escaped and managed to
get as far as Williams Island. There, he was
recaptured, taken to Atlanta and hanged.

MILE 455.2
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Behind Williams Island is a good place to
spend the night if it’s getting late and you
would rather wait until the next day to travel
through Chattanooga and continue on to
Chickamauga Lock & Dam. Water depth
behind the full length of the island is at least
25 feet at normal pool. If that’s too deep
for convenient anchoring, move to shallower water on either side or toward the
upper end of the island. Also, anchor well
upriver behind the island to be out of the
way of other boats that may be coming off
the navigation channel. This is a fairly open
anchorage, so wind protection is minimal.
Water skiers are common on this stretch of
water, especially on weekends. The location,
however, is fairly quiet because there are no
structures on the island and few on the landside bank.

The brick buildings on top of the river
bank at port just after you pass under the
aerial crossing are part of the Baylor School.
Founded in 1893 as a private prep school,
it later became a military school and most
recently a co-educational private high school.
On the 600-acre campus are several imposing
buildings including a chapel.
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MILE 455.6

MILE 460.0

Here, Lookout Mountain, one of America’s
most famous landmarks, comes into view.
The mountain thrusts upward more than
2,000 feet above the river and extends for
nearly 100 miles into Georgia and Alabama.
On its slopes was fought the last battle
of the American Revolution. And it was
here in November of 1863 that Union and
Confederate forces clashed in the “Battle
Above The Clouds,” one of the bloodiest
battles of the Civil War during which 34,000
were killed. Confederate General William
Bates called it “a river of death.”

Lookout Mountain is famous for its 8,000-acre
Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military
Park that’s the Nation’s oldest and largest military park. It also features the world’s steepest
passenger railway and the commercial attractions of Ruby Falls and Rock City.
Beginning here and for more than a mile,
you will be paralleling I-24 that’s only a few
hundred feet away. Traffic noise contrasts
sharply with the quiet landscape through
which you have just passed. Downtown
Chattanooga will be ahead of you as you
leave the curve.

Chattanooga’s history began in 1815 when
Cherokee descendant Chief John Ross established a ferry across the river about 370 yards
upriver from the present Tennessee Aquarium
dock. He also built a boat landing and a warehouse and began trading with the Cherokee
Indians. The settlement grew and became the
business center for Hamilton County founded
in 1818. In 1839, it was incorporated and continued to become more important as a commercial center. The city’s strategic location
and metal industries were the main reasons the
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Confederate Army tried desperately to retain
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control during the Civil War.

Today, Chattanooga has a population of
about 175,000 and is an important manufacturing, wholesale and retail center. It’s a
popular stop for tourists traveling between the
Midwest and Florida and serves as the center
for many outdoor activities such as rafting on
the Ocoee River 50 miles to the east.

MILE 463.6
DOCKAGE

There is so much to see and do in and near
Chattanooga that many transient boaters stay
at one of the marinas on nearby Chickamauga
Lake and rent a car so they can spend several
days here.
Ahead is the Olgiatti Bridge that takes I-124
and U.S.27 across the river. It’s followed at
Mile 464.1 by the Chief John Ross drawbridge.
Immediately before you pass under the drawbridge you’ll see the architecturally distinctive Tennessee Aquarium. A dock has been
built in front of the aquarium for visiting
pleasure boaters. Space is limited, there is
no electrical power available and the city
assumes no responsibility for the safety of
your boat. Although signs say that overnight
docking is prohibited, the city rarely enforces
that rule in an effort to accommodate boaters who need more time to enjoy all there is
to see and do downtown. The current varies
here depending on how much water is being
released through Chickamauga Dam seven
miles upstream. So make sure your boat is
well secured.
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Important! Sometime during 2004, the
above dock is to be moved to a temporary
and less convenient location. A new and
larger dock will be built and ready for use by
sometime in 2005. For the latest information
on this development, call the city’s Parks &
Recreation Department at 423-757-5167 or
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go to the update section of the CruiseGuide’s
website www.rivercruiseguides.com.

The biggest attraction on the river waterfront
is the Tennessee Aquarium. This $45 million freshwater life center, the world’s largest
freshwater aquarium, is home to more than
9,000 animals, including 300 species of fish,
reptiles, amphibians, birds and mammals.
The aquarium is housed on four levels all of
which have impressive exhibits. One tank,
the largest freshwater tank in the world, holds
138,000 gallons. From the top of the building
you will have a wide view of the Tennessee
River in which live more species of fish
than in any other river in North America. A
$30 million expansion that will significantly
increase the size of the present building is to
be completed by mid-2004.
Beyond the aquarium, there are many interesting sights to see in downtown.

Unlike many southern cities, Chattanooga has
few surviving antebellum structures. That’s
because the city, not much more than a community at the outbreak of the Civil War, was
dealt two serious blows. First, in attempting to defend itself, a Union Army division
cleared the area and built earthworks and gun
emplacements. After the Confederate Army
regained control, much of the city was converted into a large supply base consisting of
many large warehouses and shops built to
serve the needs of war. In the process, much
of what had been Chattanooga was destroyed.

Even after the war, fires, floods and a scarcity of money delayed the rebuilding of
Chattanooga until near the turn of the century. Some notable structures built during that
era can be seen in the downtown area.
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The following walking tour of a bit more
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than two miles includes most of them.

From the east side of the square in front of
the aquarium, cross Market Street and walk
east and up the hill on Second Street to
Walnut Street. Turn left to the entrance of the
Walnut Street pedestrian bridge. The bridge
was built in 1909 and served as a main artery
between communities north of the river and
downtown Chattanooga. In the mid 1990s, it
was declared unsafe to handle modern traffic and was scheduled to be demolished. But
Chattanooga’s citizens rallied and caused it
to be converted into a pedestrian bridge. With
a length of .45 of a mile, it was declared the
world’s longest pedestrian bridge over water.
A companion honor now belongs to Nashville
whose newly opened Shelby Street Bridge
across the Cumberland River claims to be the
world’s longest pedestrian bridge.
From the bridge, you will be able to see much
of downtown as well as long stretches of the
river including MacLellan Island upstream.
After walking the bridge and coming back
to Walnut Street, continue south on Walnut
Street that follows the top of the hill. For the
next four blocks, you will have some nice
views of the west side of the downtown area.
At Sixth Street, turn left and go one block
to Georgia Avenue to see the Fireman’s
Fountain. The fountain, a tribute to the first
Chattanooga firemen who died in the line of
duty, was dedicated on June 9, 1888.
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The small group of buildings on the other
side of Georgia Avenue is known as the
Fountain Square District. Built between 1900
and 1928, the buildings are distinctive for
their tile, terra cotta, Spanish elements and
Classical Revival features.
As you continue to walk south on Georgia
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Avenue you will approach a tall stone church
steeple. The original First Methodist Church
was built here by the congregation between
1881 and 1885. In 1967, the congregation
merged with Centenary Church and the old
church, no longer needed, was torn down.
Only the steeple and the lower portion of the
church’s original walls remain.

Across the street is the Flatiron Building. It was
built in 1911 as a four-story apartment building.
Of particular interest is its triangular shape and
the interesting patterns in the brickwork.

At the corner of Georgia Avenue and 8th
Street is the Dome Building. This Italian
Renaissance office building was built in 1891
to house the offices of The Chattanooga
Times, a newspaper owned by Adoph S. Ochs
who later bought The New York Times. The
building looks far more impressive after you
cross 8th Street and look back at it. Only then
can you see how the building’s design elements become progressively more elaborate
nearer the top of the building. The gold cupola
is the building’s most distinctive feature and
a landmark visible from many downtown
locations.
Continue south on Georgia Street to Patten
Parkway that’s in the middle of the block
between 8th Street and M.L. King Boulevard.
Turn left here and walk for half a block to
the sign indicating that there in November of
1899, the first Coca Cola bottling plant in the
United States began operation.

Back on Georgia Avenue and in the middle
of the next block is the U.S. Post Office.
One more block and on the same side of the
street at the corner of Georgia Avenue and
11th Street is Patten Towers. This hotel, now 145
providing housing for the elderly, opened
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in 1908. It was considered one of the most
elegant hotels in the South. The building is
of architectural interest because it reflects
early trends in skeleton frame skyscrapers
made popular in the late 19th century by such
architects as Louis Sullivan.
Turn left at the corner and walk a block up
11th Street and you will see the old post
office. Completed in 1893, it’s probably
the most striking example of Richardsonian
Romanesque architecture in the city.

Turn around, go back to Georgia Avenue and
cross it to get to Market Street. This is your
turnaround point.

But if you are willing to walk another mile,
turn left and eventually you will see the
warehouse row district and the old Southern
Railway freight depot both of which have
been converted to upscale factory outlet retail
centers. Beyond them is the Market and Main
Streets Historic District dominated by the
Chattanooga Choo-Choo.
This huge Beaux Arts Classicism terminal
was built by the Southern Railway and completed in 1909. The building boasted the
largest brick arch in the world. Spanning the
waiting room was an 85-foot freestanding
dome that rested on four steel supports.
Not long after the last train stopped
running on August 11, 1970, the station
was abandoned, boarded up and threatened
with demolition.
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But it was rescued and after an extensive
refurbishing, reopened in 1973 as a unique
vacation complex. Then in 1989, a group of
Chattanooga investors brought in new management and spent more than $4 million in
renovations.
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Today, the Choo-Choo, part of the Holiday Inn
chain of hotels, offers visitors accommodations as well as a mix of shops and activities.
If however, you choose to return to the
aquarium area, turn right on Market Street.
If you would like to rest a bit before continuing your walk, Miller Park on your right in
the next block is a perfect place to do so. A
waterfall, lake, plenty of trees and comfortable benches make this a virtual oasis in the
middle of downtown.

As you continue north on Market, you will
pass small shops and restaurants. Among them
are several vacant buildings. But they aren’t
likely to stay vacant much longer. Chattanooga
is continuing to successfully reverse past
trends by physically revitalizing its downtown
to attract new businesses and residents.
As you cross 8th Street, look up the hill to
your right and you will have an excellent view
of the Dome Building you saw earlier.

At 5th street, business activity picks up significantly with many restaurants and shops.
Turn left at 2nd street and you will be back in
front of the aquarium.

If you feel adventurous and want to see more
of Chattanooga, consider using Chattanooga’s
excellent bus service. For example, you can
catch Bus #15 within a block of the aquarium
and go to the incline railway that you can
then take to the top of Lookout Mountain.
Also, the city’s electric bus fleet, the largest
in the U.S., provides free service throughout
the downtown area, For more information,
stop in at the Convention & Visitors Bureau
in front of the aquarium.
Clearly, Chattanooga is looking ahead.
Scheduled to be completed by early 2005
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is a $120 million dollar “21st Century
Waterfront” project involving parks, buildings and bridges that will more closely tie the
river with the people. For cruising boaters,
that means even more interesting places to
see and fun things to do when they stop.
This is the Walnut Street Pedestrian Bridge
described in the walking tour information.
This is the Veteran’s Memorial Bridge.
It crosses Maclellan Island, an Audubon
Wildlife Refuge.

At starboard is South Chickamauga
Creek that drains much of the east side of
Chattanooga.

As you approach the C.B. Robinson highway bridge, look from the bridge’s south
end upriver toward Chickamauga Dam, an
area now known as Riverpark. In this vicinity in 1987 archeologists uncovered one of
Chattanooga’s most important prehistoric
Indian sites. Deeply buried below the present
structures and the park’s open spaces were
thousands of prehistoric artifacts, some of
which are more than 5,000 years old.

Tons of carefully excavated and examined
soil revealed pottery fragments and decorations, stone implements, flint tools and weapons, pits used for cooking and storage and an
Indian cemetery containing human remains.
This is Chickamauga Dam. With a height
of 129 feet, it’s the second highest dam on
the Tennessee River. The dam is 5,800 feet
long. Construction began in 1936 and was
completed in 1940. It received its name from
a warlike tribe that separated from the main
body of the Cherokee Indians. They lived in
villages that extended nearly a mile along
Chickamauga Creek.
Most of the other locks on the Tennessee
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empty to the side but this one empties in front
of the gate. Also, there are only four floating mooring posts, two opposite each other
at each end of the lock. Because of the great
number of pleasure boats in the Chattanooga
area, this lock has more traffic than any other
lock on the Tennessee. If other boats are
locking through, you may be asked to tie up
to another boat. So be ready with extra fenders.
As you approach the lock, you will pass
under the Southern Railway bridge. Above
the lock is the Wilkes T. Thrasher bridge and
Tennessee 153, a heavily traveled highway
linking Chattanooga’s northern urban areas.
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MILE 471.4
MARINA

This lake is a water playground not only for
local boaters but also for those from towns
and cities as far away as Atlanta. As a result,
the lower end of the lake can be extremely
busy on summer weekends.
After you clear the lock, look to starboard to
the other side of the lake. In the first embayment upstream from a recreation area is
Chickamauga Marina.
Chickamauga Marina
3001 Kings Point Road
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37416
423-622-0821

MILE 472.5

Open all year, 8:30AM to 6:30PM, May 1
to after Labor Day, then 8:30AM to 5:30PM
for remainder of the year. Can accommodate
boats to 60 feet. Has at least four transient
slips. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 12 feet
at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has
full service department including repair of
gas and diesel engines. Has hydraulic trailer
for haul outs. Has pumpout, snacks, ice, a
few boating supplies and showers. Monitors
channel 16.
Clearly visible at port is Gold Point Yacht
Harbor, a new facility in an exceptionally
quiet and attractive location. Or as one person said, “At night you feel like you are a
million miles away but you’re only 15 minutes from town.” Take special note: No fuel
is available at this marina.
Gold Point Yacht Harbor
4500 Gann Store Road
Hixson, Tennessee 37343
423-622-1978
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Open all year. Harbormaster lives on the
premises. Number of transient slips varies.
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MILE 475.8
ANCHORAGE

MILE 476.2
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 476.5

DAYMARK 477.5
MARINA
LODGING

Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power.
Water depth is about 20 feet throughout much
of the marina. Has pumpout, showers and
laundromat. Rental cars can be delivered to
the marina.
At port is Nance Hollow, the first of two
anchorages closest to Chickamauga Dam.
Water depth is about 20 feet at normal pool
then tapers to about eight feet near the launch
ramp. The wooded banks in this narrow and
secluded embayment are moderately steep
and there are no structures nearby. But wakes
from boats using the launch ramp and from
boats in the main river may bother you. You
will be protected from all wind and can probably swing on one anchor.

This embayment at port, somewhat more
open than Nance Hollow at Mile 475.8 is
just beyond the rock wall known as Grays
Bluff. The water here is about 12 feet deep at
normal pool for about two-thirds of its length.
There are no structures on the moderately
steep to very steep banks and you can easily
swing on one anchor. Although you will be
exposed to southern winds, the view is scenic.
Here, the river makes a sharp turn to starboard. After another mile you will see
Harrison Bay. At first, it will be ahead of you
then will be at starboard as the river turns to
the north.

A secondary channel leads off to starboard,
follows the perimeter of Harrison Bay then
rejoins the navigation channel at Daymark
478.4. After about a mile on the secondary
channel, you will see a large embayment at
starboard. At the end of it and clearly visible
is the private Chattanooga Yacht Club.
153

Chickamauga Lake
A half a mile farther you will see Island Cove
Marina & Resort at starboard. To reach the
fuel dock, enter the middle of the marina and
head directly toward the marina office complex. Eventually, you will see the fuel pumps
at starboard. Maneuvering space is a bit limited, so go slow and take it easy.
Island Cove Marina & Resort
6701 Highway 58, P.O. Box 489
Harrison, Tennessee 37341
423-344-8331
Open all year, 8AM to 6PM Monday through
Saturday and 9AM to 6PM on Sunday from
early April until late October, and closes
at 5PM every day for the remainder of the
year. Can accommodate boats up to 80 feet.
Number of transient slips varies. Has 30amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at fuel dock is 12 feet at normal pool.
Gas is available 24 hours a day with use of a
credit card. Has launch ramp. Facilities for
gas engine repairs include a 40-ton lift. Has
pumpout, ice, showers, laundromat, snacks
and extensive selection of boating supplies.
Swimming pool on premises is available to
transient boaters. A one-acre island is available for private parties. Can provide transportation to nearby variety stores and supermarket. Monitors channel 16.
Motel: This facility on the premises has
twelve large rooms overlooking the marina.
Two houses also are available. Reservations
are necessary.
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Upon leaving the marina you can retrace your
route and return to the main river or you can
continue to follow the marked channel around
Harrison Bay. If you do, read the information shown below under Daymark 478.4
in reverse. Also, at Island Cove Marina &
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DAYMARK 478.4
FUEL
RESTAURANT
ANCHORAGES

Resort the green buoys at port change to red.
You’ll be paralleling Tennessee 58 for a short
distance. This busy highway skirts the east
side of the river for more than 60 miles.
Caution! If you bypassed the secondary
channel back at Mile 477.5 but wish to enter
it here, don’t turn to starboard off the main
channel until you can properly enter the
marked secondary channel that begins a short
distance past this Daymark. One local boater
describes the extremely shallow water in this
area as “a real outdrive graveyard.”
After about a half a mile you will see a
marked channel at port leading to the dock
at Harrison Bay State Park. Gas is available
from 8AM to 8PM daily. You may anchor
overnight near the dock but no overnight
dockage is available. For more information,
call 423-344-6214.

Restaurant: The Dockside restaurant adjoins
the office and is open all year. Summer
hours are 11:30AM to 9:00PM Wednesday
through Friday, 8:00AM to 9:00PM on
Saturday and 8:00AM to 8:00PM on Sunday.
Winter hours are 11AM to 9PM Wednesday
through Sunday. The menu features a variety
of dishes ranging from salads, sandwiches
and pizza to chicken, shrimp and steak. For
more information, call 423-344-9998.

Anchorages: About a half a mile farther up
the secondary channel at port is Dog Leg
Slough. Soon after you enter the embayment,
you will pass the point where a small cove
extends off to port. Water depth is about 16
feet at normal pool then is about 10 feet a
couple of hundred feet beyond. After that, the
water quickly becomes shallower. You will
have a fine view if you anchor close to the
155
point but you will be more secluded and bet-
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ter protected if you anchor farther up in the
cove. In both locations, you will have plenty
of space to swing on one anchor. The wooded
banks are nearly level and there are no structures.

MILE 479.0
MILE 483.3
ANCHORAGE

MILE 484.0
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About a half a mile past Dog Leg Slough, also
at port, is an embayment that splits into two
coves. The first cove to port is Huss Lowe
Slough. The water is about 10 feet deep at
normal pool as you approach the small boat
dock that’s about two-thirds up the cove at
starboard. The wooded banks are nearly level,
there are no structures, there’s plenty of space
to swing on one anchor and you will be well
protected from wind from every direction.
From here, you will get your first glimpse of
the twin 460-foot cooling towers at TVA’s
Sequoyah nuclear power plant.

Good anchorages on the lower end of
Chickamauga Lake are becoming scarce
because of increasing residential development. So compromise is in order and the
anchorage that’s at starboard just before you
pass under the five aerial power crossings
is a good example. To avoid shallow water,
favor the downstream side as you enter where
water depth is about 20 feet at normal pool.
The best location for anchoring is from half
to two-thirds of the way into the embayment
where water depth is about 15 feet at normal
pool. Along the nearly level banks is a mix of
houses, docks and wooded areas. Wind protection is fair but there is plenty of space for
swinging on one anchor.
From here you will have the best view of
the Sequoyah nuclear power plant. You may
notice some turbulence just after you pass
under the aerial crossing. This is caused by
reactor cooling water being pumped back

DAYMARK 487.5
MARINAS
RESTAURANT.

into the river at a rate of a million gallons per
minute. A maximum temperature rise of five
degrees is allowed in the river as a result of
releasing the cooling water. When that limit
is reached, the cooling towers are used to
provide extra cooling. The release of heat is
often responsible for dense fog in this area.

As you approach this Daymark, you will see
a marked channel at port extending up Soddy
Creek. Unusually clean water and a surrounding landscape of wooded hills makes this one
of the nicest areas on Chickamauga Lake.

Shady Grove Harbor Marina is at port about
a half a mile up Soddy Creek after you leave
the river. With new owners in 2002, this
facility has been significantly modernized and
now caters to the needs of transient boaters.
The combined fuel dock and ship store will
be the first part of the marina you will see.
Water depth at the fuel dock is about 23 feet
at normal pool.
Shady Grove Harbor Marina
1805 Cliff Eldridge Road
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee 37379
423-332-5613
www.shadygroveharbor.com
Open all year, 8AM to 8PM every day from
April 1 until Labor Day, 10AM to 6PM
the remainder of the year except closed
Wednesday and Thursday. Can accommodate
boats up to 60 feet. Number of transient slips
varies. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical
service. Has gas and diesel fuel. Mechanics
for gas and diesel engines are available on
call. Has pumpout, ice, snacks and sandwiches. Ship’s store has some boating supplies
plus a gift shop offering Volunteer Navy flags
and other University of Tennessee souvenirs. 157
Ask about transportation to Soddy-Daisy.
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Also, if you wish to eat at Steve’s Landing
Restaurant, see below, but your boat is too
high to pass under the bridge farther up
Soddy Creek, you may dock here temporarily and marina personnel will take you to the
restaurant. Monitors channel 16.
Caution! About a half a mile up Soddy
Creek is a county highway bridge. Vertical
clearance at the highest end of the bridge is
17 feet.

After you pass under the bridge, the creek
becomes almost a half a mile wide and you
will see Pine Harbor Marina ahead. In terms
of the number of boat slips, it’s among the
largest on the Tennessee River.
Pine Harbor Marina
1145 Poling Circle
Soddy Daisy, Tennessee 37379
423-332-3963
Open all year, 9AM to 7PM with restricted
hours during winter and closed on Monday
and Tuesday. Can accommodate boats up to
50 feet. Has eight transient slips and 30-amp
electrical service. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 15 feet at normal pool. Has gas and
diesel fuel on a double sided 140-foot fuel
dock. Has pumpout. A mechanic is on duty
9AM to 6PM Wednesday through Sunday.
Has ice, snacks, laundromat and showers.
Full grocery service is two miles away and
the folks at the marina can arrange transportation. They also can arrange for you to get
a rental car. Has a good selection of boating
supplies. Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurant: Steve’s Landing Restaurant
overlooks the marina. It’s very popular with
boaters and locals because of the excellent
food and pleasant atmosphere. The menu is
varied but rib dinners are a specialty. The
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MILE 488.0
MILE 494.7
MARINA
ANCHORAGE

restaurant is closed Monday and Tuesday,
open 5PM to 9PM Wednesday and Thursday,
5PM to 10PM Friday, 11AM to 10PM on
Saturday, and 11AM to 9PM on Sunday.

Here, the river turns to the northeast and
offers an almost straight stretch of wide water
for nearly 10 miles.
Opposite Daymark 494.9 is the buoyed
entrance to Sale Creek. About a half a mile up
the creek on your port side is Sale Creek
Marina.
Sale Creek Marina
3900 Lee Pike
Soddy Daisy, Tennessee 37379
423-332-6312
www.salecreekmarina.com
Open all year, 9AM to 6PM. Can accommodate boats up to 50 feet. Number of transient slips varies. Has 30-amp electrical
service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 20
feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel.
Has launch ramp, ice, snacks and showers.
Has 15-ton lift and can do minor repairs on
both gas and diesel engines. Specializes in
parts, supplies and accessories for sailboats.
Does work on props and shafts and can pull
engines for replacement.
Anchorage: The marked channel on Sale
Creek continues past Sale Creek Marina
for a short distance before widening into an
embayment almost a half a mile in diameter.
On the north bank is a swimming beach
that’s part of the Sale Creek Recreational
Area. To the left of the beach is a highway
bridge. There are a few houses along the
nearly level to very steep banks. Water depth
is at least 15 feet at normal pool in and near
the marked channel and becomes somewhat 159
shallower as you move to starboard away
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DAYMARK 498.1
ANCHORAGE

MILE 499.4

from the channel. For more protection from
south winds, move closer to the south bank
at port where the water is about 18 feet deep.
This is an excellent anchorage if you prefer
wide water, expansive views and don’t mind a
little activity.

To reach this anchorage, turn to port
immediately after reaching this Daymark. But
use caution and go slow. Water depth as you
leave the navigation channel is only about
eight feet at normal pool. Beyond this shallow area, water depth increases to about 12
feet at normal pool and holds to that depth
until you are about half way up the embayment. The almost flat to moderately steep
banks are wooded and there are no structures.
You will have plenty of space to swing on
one anchor and be well protected from all but
southeast winds.
This bridge for Tennessee 60 replaced the
Blythe Ferry, one of the last ferries on the
Tennessee. The highway links Dayton to the
north with Cleveland to the south.

At starboard is one of the two navigatable
mouths of the Hiwassee River. The second is
about two miles farther upstream. Triangular
shaped Hiwassee Island lies between them.

The Hiwassee, one of the Tennessee’s largest tributaries, begins almost 100 miles to the
east in the mountains of northern Georgia and
southwestern North Carolina. Its watershed
of 2,700 square miles, 95 percent of which
is covered with forest and pasture, involves
4,000 miles of streams.
The Hiwassee offers a good opportunity
for you to get off the wide water of the
Tennessee and take an interesting side trip.
160

The following entries relate to the Hiwassee
River or HR.
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HR MILE 2.0
ANCHORAGE

Caution! If you require a vertical clearance
of more than 28 feet at normal pool, you will
not be able to pass under the Tennessee 58
highway bridge at HR Mile 7.5. Also, be sure
you stay in the navigation channel. Unlike
much of the Tennessee, nearly all the water
outside the channel is very shallow. Finally,
there is commercial traffic on the Hiwassee.
So keep on the lookout for tows.

With the twin mouths of the Hiwassee at your
stern, you should be able to enjoy peaceful
solitude for the next few miles. Both banks
of the Hiwassee are part of the Tennessee
Wildlife Refuge system.
If you would like to be surrounded by nature
at her finest, the following anchorage is for
you. Also, it can serve as a most appropriate
beginning or ending to your venture up the
Hiwassee.

If you are headed up the Hiwassee, turn to
port and leave the main channel at the fourth
red buoy upstream from the junction buoy. Of
if you are coming back down the Hiwassee,
turn to starboard at the first set of red and
green buoys a short distance downstream
from Daymark 2.7. Your destination will be
the embayment on the other side of the river.
As you cross the river, water depth is at least
10 feet at normal pool. Upon entering, turn
to starboard and favor the right side as you
move toward the center of the embayment.
Water depth is about nine feet at normal pool.
There is plenty of space here for swinging
on one anchor and wind protection is excellent from all directions. The only downside
is that you may have company on weekends.
Boaters from up the Hiwassee often use this
anchorage to “get away from it all.” You will
161
know why after you have stayed there.
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HR MILE 7.5

HR MILE 7.9
ANCHORAGE

HR MILE 12.9
MARINA

This is the Tennessee 58 highway bridge.
The highway parallels the Tennessee River
and links several small towns between
Chattanooga and Kingston.

At port is Agency Creek. This is a wide
embayment accessible by a narrow channel between the marker and the rock ledge.
Expect a water depth of about eight feet as
you enter with slightly deeper water inside.
Follow the marked channel to the first or second buoy then move to starboard as you look
for a place to anchor. There are shallow areas
and stumps throughout this embayment, so
proceed cautiously. Farther up the channel is
a boat dock and homes are scattered along the
distant bank. This is open water so you will
be exposed to wind from all directions.
At starboard and clearly marked with a sign
is the B & B Marina. Water depth at the fuel
dock at port is about eight feet at normal
pool.
B & B Marina
117 Marina Drive
Charleston, Tennessee 37310
423-336-2341
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HR MILE 14.8
ANCHORAGE

Open all year 10AM to 7PM from April
until September every day except closed on
Monday and from 10AM to 5PM Thursday
through Sunday the remainder of the year.
Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Has
five transient slips and 30-amp and 50-amp
electrical power. Water depth at the fuel
dock is 11 feet at normal pool. Has gas. Has
pumpout, launch ramp and full time mechanic on duty certified for gas engine repair.
Has ice, snacks and some boating supplies.
Monitors channel 16.
At port is a straight sided and squared off
manmade anchorage that contrasts sharply
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HR MILE 15.4

HR MILE 20.5

with the shape of natural anchorages. Still,
it has the big advantage of offering a fairly
consistent and predictable depth. Enter downstream of the green buoy. Water depth gradually shallows to about eight feet at normal
pool and remains at that depth for several
hundred feet. Although one anchor may be
enough, you may prefer to use a stern anchor
as well to prevent swinging too close to the
low bank. Other than having some traffic
noise from I-75 about a half a mile away, this
well protected anchorage should serve you
just fine.
This is the I-75 bridge and the beginning
of a four-mile stretch with both sides lined
with chemical and paper industries and river
terminals. Crossing the river at Mile 18.6 is
U.S. Highway 11, the main highway between
Chattanooga and Knoxville before I-75 was
built.

This is the end of the navigation channel.
Although the water becomes noticeably shallower, rarely is it less than about 10 feet deep
at normal pool.
As the industrial area quickly disappears,
you are again greeted with a mix of forest
and a few farms and houses. The river banks
range from low steep bluffs to level land that
appears to sweep away from the river when
glimpsed through the trees.

HR MILE 28.2

This is usually a quiet environment made
even more interesting by the narrowness of
the river. But this may not be true on weekends when water skiers take advantage of this
part of the river to improve their skills.

Here, as the river curves slightly to port, is
Coon Island. This is the generally accepted
end of good cruising water on the Hiwassee. 163
Depending on the size of your boat, it may be

Chickamauga Lake
possible to venture a bit farther. But it isn’t
advisable because water levels can suddenly
fluctuate when water is released or retained
by upstream dams.
If you aren’t going up the Hiwassee, at least
go up the first channel to the junction buoy
then turn back on the second channel and
rejoin the Tennessee at imposing Garrison
Bluff. Go slow and you will be rewarded
with several scenes in which land and water
seem to be woven together. This is particularly true on the backside of the island opposite
the junction buoy.
The island is historically significant because
the Cherokee Indians used it as a town site.
Later, it served as a departure point for hundreds of the Cherokee tribe who were herded
west to Oklahoma along the “Trail of Tears,”
one of the darker chapters of our Nation’s
history.

The island is part of the 1,000-acre Tennessee
Wildlife Refuge devoted primarily to migrating waterfowl including thousands of ducks
and geese plus swans, osprey, bald eagles and
golden eagles.
Also prominent are sandhill cranes whose
population has dramatically increased in
recent years. In the fall, the cranes begin their
southbound journey from Canada. A major
stop for them is the Jasper-Pulaski Wildlife
Refuge in northwestern Indiana. From there,
they fly nearly 400 miles non-stop to this
location to rest before continuing on to southern Georgia and Florida to spend the winter.
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As you pass Daymark 501.9 at the bottom of
Garrison Bluff, look to the top of the bluff
where you will see a tall wood structure. This
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is a “hacking station,” a medieval term meaning to collect birds out of nests and train them
for falconry. This modern version, however,
is used to increase the eagle population.
Eaglets about five weeks old are placed in
the structure. They are fed without seeing
the people who feed them. This prevents the
birds from associating humans with food
availability. The front doors are opened
as soon as the birds are old enough to fly.
Because eagles always return to nest where
they learned to fly, the hacking station is used
to help establish eagle colonies. So you may
see American bald eagles in this area.

DAYMARK 504.4
FUEL

At one time, the bald eagle population had
dwindled to the point that there was fear this
majestic bird, our national symbol, might
become extinct. But years of protection under
the Endangered Species Act and widespread
efforts to increase the population have paid
off. On July 1, 2000 the bald eagle was
removed from the Federal endangered list
and removed from the State of Tennessee list
shortly after that.
This is the entrance to Richland Creek. Small
signs advertise the Blue Water Campground
& Boat Dock less than a half a mile up the
creek. Although the fuel dock is small, you
shouldn’t have trouble docking if you do
it slowly and carefully. Water depth at the
dock’s outer face is about 15 feet at normal
pool. Gas and some groceries and snacks are
available. Call 423-775-3265 for more information.

If you don’t stop, slow to idle speed as you
pass. Boats docked close to the channel could
be damaged by your wake.
Scenic Richland Creek is narrow but well
marked all the way to where it ends in down-
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town Dayton, site of the world famous Scopes
evolution trial in 1925. The trial, known as
“The Monkey Trial,” pitted William Jennings
Bryan, a candidate for the U.S. presidency in
1896, against Clarence Darrow, America’s
most famous criminal lawyer.
The Rhea County courthouse where the trial
was held, was built in 1890. It has been designated an historic landmark and named to
the National Register of Historic Places. In
the basement is a museum of memorabilia
related to the trial. Old photographs, documents and posters also provide a glimpse of
what Dayton was like in its earlier years.

The courthouse is only a short walk from the
dock and offers you an excellent opportunity
to spend some relaxing time off your boat.

If you take this side trip, go slow, follow the
channel markers exactly and watch your depthfinder. At normal pool, water depth in the
channel ranges from 10 to 20 feet for most of
the distance.

When you reach the last red buoy in front of
the small boat harbor, you have two possible
options. Whichever you choose, use caution
and go dead slow. If you draft less than about
four feet, you may be able to tie up at the end
of the dock in the small harbor. Water depth
between the channel and the end of the dock
will be about five feet at normal pool. Make
very sure, however, that you make your turn
only after you have cleared the red buoy and
that you go no farther than the end of the
dock. On land beyond the dock is a bait shop
you can call at 423-775-9490 if you want
more information.
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The other option is to proceed for a short
distance past the launch ramp ahead of you
and anchor. Water depth there ranges from 10
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DAYMARK 506.5

DAYMARK 514.2

DAYMARK 518.0

MILE 523.2
DAYMARK 524.8
ANCHORAGE

to 12 feet at normal pool with deeper water
being at port near the bluff.

For the next several miles, breaks in the trees
along the riverbanks reveal shallow pools
rimmed with willows and reeds. These
pleasant scenes coupled with low hills
in the distance and a few houses contrast
sharply with the other and far busy and
developed end of Chickamauga Lake.

Here, corn and pasture fields edge the water
and farm buildings can be seen in the distance. After another mile, you will be greeted
with a sweeping view of the Cumberland
Plateau.
This is the Tennessee 30 bridge that replaced
the Washington Ferry. Called the William
Jennings Bryan Memorial Highway, this
highway links Dayton to the southwest with
Athens, Decatur and I-75 to the east.
For the next few miles, the river narrows
even more and you are likely to feel an
intimacy with the bordering landscape you
haven’t experienced for quite some time.

From here, you can see the cooling towers at
TVA’s Watts Bar nuclear power plant. After
another three miles, the plant will be in full view.

At starboard and just before you reach this
Daymark is the mouth of Sewee Creek.
Although a bit narrow at first, the creek widens after about 600 feet to offer the best place
for anchoring. Water depth at normal pool
is a fairly consistent 15 feet. Use both bow
and stern anchors because the creek is likely
to flow in either direction depending on how
much water is being released at Watts Bar
dam that’s less than six miles upriver. This is
a quiet well protected location with gradually 167
sloping banks and no nearby structures.

Chickamauga Lake
MILE 529.9

This is Watts Bar Dam. This complex is
unique because it’s the only TVA site shared
by a hydroelectric dam, a coal-fired power
plant (inactive) and a nuclear power plant.
Watts Bar Dam is 112 feet high and with a
length of only 2,960 feet, is the shortest of
all the mainstream dams on the Tennessee.
Construction began in 1939 and was completed in 1942.

The lock, on the east end of the dam, is one
of the smallest on the river. Also, it has only
four floating mooring posts, three at port and
one at starboard.
The highway on top of the dam is Tennessee
68 that links Spring City to the west with
Tennessee 58 and I-75 to the east.
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Watts Bar Lake
As you clear the lock, you will quickly
understand why Watts Bar is considered by
many to be the most beautiful lake on the
Tennessee. Beyond the large expanses of
water are islands then low hills covered with
farms and forest. And always in the distance
are the Cumberland Mountains.

MILE 530.4
FUEL
RESTAURANT
LODGING
ANCHORAGE
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Watts Bar also is the least used lake.
Many Chattanooga boaters are drawn to
Chickamauga Lake because of its closeness.
Knoxville boaters have the same advantage
in their use of Fort Loudoun Lake and Tellico
Lake. In between is Watts Bar with a surface area of 39,000 acres and 783 miles of
shoreline. Much of the lake remains relatively
unspoiled, uncrowded and far from industry and large population centers. More land,
however, is being developed and more homes
are being built. Also, because an increasing number of boaters from Knoxville and
Chattanooga are discovering the lake, weekdays are the best time for peace and quiet.
If after locking through you wish to rest
awhile, have a good meal or stay overnight,
turn to port about a half a mile upstream from
the lock and enter the embayment with the
aerial power crossing.

To the left after the embayment splits you
will see the dock belonging to Watts Bar
Resort. The 200-acre resort has a range of
facilities and services including cabins, a
swimming pool, tennis courts, hiking trails
and nearby golf courses.

Because the dock’s primary purpose is to
serve the resort’s guests, it’s quite busy
between early June and Labor Day. The
resort does its best, however, to accommodate
boaters who wish to stay overnight. Call first
because space sometimes isn’t available. Gas
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and 30-amp electrical service are available.

A courtesy car will take you to the restaurant
that offers a variety of dishes from a general
menu for both lunch and dinner. Or if you
prefer to walk in pleasant surroundings, the
distance is less than a half a mile. For more
information, call 423-365-9595.

MILE 531.0
ANCHORAGE

MILE 532.3
MARINAS
RESTAURANTS
LODGING
ANCHORAGE

Anchorage: As you leave the small embayment on which the Watts Bar Resort dock
is located, turn sharply to port into a larger
embayment that splits into two coves. Water
depth is about 18 feet at normal pool at the
entrance and until you reach the split but
decreases quickly after you enter either cove.
The moderately steep banks are wooded,
there are no structures and you will be protected from all but northeast winds. The cove
to port offers the best wind protection.

This anchorage is off the large Lowe Branch
embayment. To avoid shallow water on your
port side, favor the center as you enter Lowe
Branch. Turn into the first cove at port. You
can easily identify it because there’s a power
line on the hill at the far end. Water depth
is about 25 feet at normal pool until you
are about three-fourths into the embayment
where it gradually becomes less. The wooded
banks are nearly level to moderately steep,
there are no structures, there’s plenty of space
for swinging on one anchor and you will be
well protected from all but north winds. By
anchoring just inside the entrance in deeper
water you will have a fine view of the lake.

Not until you enter Piney River will you
discover that it’s one of the Tennessee’s
hidden delights. Turn to port just below
Daymark 532.8 and follow the marked channel. Within a mile, the channel gradually
173
turns to starboard, passes between two pen-
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insulas and under an aerial power crossing,
then turns sharply to port. There, you will be
greeted by a wide expanse of exceptionally
clear and tranquil water dotted with islands
and surrounded by the beautiful foothills of
the Cumberland Mountains.

Continue straight ahead for about a mile
where you will pass Daymark 3.4 at port, the
only one on Piney River. About a half a mile
beyond, the channel splits. To get to Rhea
Harbor Resort & Marina, turn to starboard
past the first red buoy and steer toward the
second one. If you have difficulty spotting it,
head for the distant water tank on land that’s
almost in line with the second buoy, at a
compass heading of about 305 degrees. After
you pass a small island at port, turn sharply
to port past two set of buoys. The marina will
be directly in front of you. Water depth in
this marked channel is at least 20 feet at normal pool then tapers to at least eight feet as
you approach the fuel dock on the left side of
the marina.
Rhea Harbor Resort & Marina
385 Lakeshire Drive
Spring City, Tennessee 37381
423-365-6851
www.rheaharbor.com
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Open all year, 8AM to 7PM from March
1 until November 1 and 8AM to 5PM and
closed on Sunday for the remainder of the
year. Can accommodate boats up to 55 feet.
Has several transient slips and 20-amp electrical service. Has gas, launch ramp and
facilities for repairing gas engines. A diesel
mechanic is on call. Has ice and a good
selection of boating supplies. Can arrange
transportation to nearby Spring City if you
wish to buy groceries. Monitors channel 16.

Watts Bar Lake
Lodging: The marina has 12 cabins with one
to three bedrooms. The rates are “very low
for anyone wishing to over-winter.”

To reach the Spring City Boat Dock, turn
to port where the channel splits (see above).
After passing two red buoys, curve to starboard past a green buoy and straight toward
three red buoys. The marina will be at the far
end of the cove to port. Water depth for the
entire length of this channel is at least 15 feet
at normal pool.

The name, Spring City Boat Dock, is somewhat of a misnomer. Far from being simply a
dock, this family oriented facility offers transient boaters an exceptionally good restaurant
and nicely furnished cabins for those wishing
to take a cruising break.
Spring City Boat Dock
2109 New Lake Road
Spring City, Tennessee 37381
423-365-5150 or 1-800-291-5150
Open all year 8:30AM to 7:30PM except
from December to February. Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Number of transient
slips varies. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Has gas, pumpout, launch ramp,
ice and snacks. Gas and diesel engine repair
is available on call. Can arrange for transportation to Spring City for grocery buying.
Channel 16 is monitored when personnel are
at the fuel dock.
Restaurant: Open 7AM to 9PM every day
except Wednesday and all year except
December. The restaurant offers a full menu
ranging from sandwiches to steak and seafood plus southern cooking.
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Lodging: There are nine cabins with one, two
or three bedrooms on a hillside overlooking
the marina.

MILE 536.0

DAYMARK 537.5
ANCHORAGE
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Anchorage: A convenient anchorage is a
short distance beyond Daymark 3.4. Pass
the green buoy and turn to port toward the
embayment ahead of you. Water depth is at
least 25 feet at normal pool until you reach
the narrow part of the embayment where it
begins to gradually decrease to about 18 feet.
The banks are fairly steep and wooded and
there are no structures. Wind protection is
good from all directions except north. If you
stay overnight, the morning view across the
river’s wide expanse to the north is particularly appealing.
At this point, a short distance upstream from
Daymark 534.3, the navigation channel
swings sharply to starboard. A marked secondary channel indicated on the navigation
charts is straight ahead. A heading of about
60 degrees will bring you close enough for
you to see the buoys leading to the channel.
Although this route will cut three miles from
your trip, the channel is very narrow and is
only about seven feet deep at normal pool.
So if your boat is longer than about 40 feet,
you will probably feel more comfortable following the main navigation channel around
Gillespie Bend.

Turn to starboard to go around the back of
this Daymark that’s on a small island. As
you do so, water depth decreases to about 15
feet then increases to between 25 and 30 feet
and maintains that depth well into the narrow part of the cove called Brown Hollow.
Although that exceeds ideal anchoring depth,
you can probably get by with less scope because
of excellent wind protection and virtually no
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current. This is part of the Fooshee Pass
Recreation Area. There are no structures and
the banks are moderately steep and completely wooded. This is an excellent anchorage
whether you use it to wait out a thunderstorm
or stay overnight.
The small island at port after you pass
Daymark 537.5 is a rarity along the
Tennessee River because it has a sandy
beach. Appropriately called Sand Island, it’s
a favorite place for boaters to congregate on
summer weekends. If you want to get close
to the island, turn toward it as soon as you
pass the first green buoy. Use caution if you
approach the other three sides of the island
where the water is much shallower.

Euchee Marina can be reached in two ways.
The first is to turn slightly to starboard as
you approach the third red buoy past
Daymark 537.5 that comes after you pass
Sand Island. As you turn, look ahead for the
first of three green buoys that border a fairly
large area of shallow water. Follow this buoy
line and you will see the marina in front of
you well before you reach it.
The second is to continue to follow the main
channel for about a mile past the third red
buoy beyond Daymark 537.5. Then look to
starboard for the first of three red buoys and
follow them directly into the marina.

As you approach, most prominent will be the
Lighthouse Restaurant built high on the hill.
Directly below are the transient slips at the
left end of which is the fuel dock.
Euchee Marina
200 Euchee Lane
Ten Mile, Tennessee 37880
423-334-5343
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Open all year, 7AM to 10PM April through
October, shorter hours during the winter season. Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet.
Has at least 60 transient slips with 30-amp
and 50-amp electrical service. Water depth
at fuel dock is 18 feet. Has gas and diesel
fuel. Has ice, snacks, propane and showers. Courtesy vehicle is available for travel to
laundromat, supermarket and bank, all within
four miles of the marina. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The Lighthouse Restaurant is
open 7AM to 10PM every day. It can seat up
to 150 people with a choice of either inside
or outside seating. Either way, the view
across Watts Bar Lake with the mountains
beyond is unequaled by any other marina on
the Tennessee River. Breakfast and lunch are
served. The dinner menu offers sandwiches,
steak, seafood and pork chops.

DAYMARK 541.6
ANCHORAGES
RESTAURANT
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Lodging: The marina has a 16-unit motel on
the premises plus four cabins each with two
bedrooms, kitchenette and screened porch.
All accommodations must be reserved.

Turn immediately to starboard past this
Daymark and you will be entering Pearl
Harbor. After you enter, turn to port and
you will discover four coves all of which are
exceedingly fine anchorages.

Everything here is visually soft. The banks
rise gradually from the water and are covered
with a forest mixture of pines and hardwoods.
Even in the upper reaches of each cove, you
can expect a water depth of at least 10 feet
and protection from wind from any direction.
There are a few houses on the southern cove,
but they tend to blend into the landscape rather than intrude. Pearl Harbor’s reputation has
spread, however, and on summer weekends it
can be well populated.

Watts Bar Lake

MILE 542.3
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Turn to starboard as you leave the main
river and you will be entering a large cove
that sports the Sunset Grille, a combination
eatery and fun place. The restaurant, openair and over the water, is open Wednesday
through Sunday beginning at noon from late
May until mid-September. The main fare is
appetizers and sandwiches you can eat there
or take out. There’s live music on weekends
and yes, as the name suggests, the sunsets are
often spectacular. For more information, call
423-334-1050.
If you favor a quiet environment, you
might want to consider Eden Marina and
Campground. The entrance is just past
Daymark 541.6 but on the opposite bank
and marked with a small sign. You can see
part of the facility from the river. As you
approach, the fuel pumps, on the left and
near the bank, won’t be visible until you
clear the end of the dock.
Eden Marina and Campground
653 Scenic Lakeview Drive
Spring City, Tennessee 37381
423-365-6929
Open all year, 8AM to 6PM. Owner is always
on site. Can accommodate boats to 50 feet.
Has no transient slips but arrangements can
be made. Reservations are necessary. Has
30-amp electrical service. Water depth at
the fuel dock is eight feet at normal pool.
Has gas. Has launch ramp, mechanic on
call, showers, ice, snacks and some boating
supplies. Grocery store is three miles away.
Monitors channel 16.
Lodging: The resort marina has efficiency
apartments. Reservations are necessary to
rent these units.
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The silo at starboard is a reminder that at one
time, much of the land now under water was
farmland. As each dam on the Tennessee
was built, hundreds of farm families faced
the grim reality that homes and land that had
been in the family for generations would soon
be lost forever. For those here, that was in
1942 when Watts Bar Dam was completed.
Most families realized the benefits that developing the Tennessee River would bring and
were resigned to relocating. Others weren’t.

DAYMARK 543.9

MILE 546.7
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Twentieth Century Fox used the dilemma as
the basis for producing Wild River, a highly
acclaimed movie made in 1960 starring Lee
Remick and Montgomery Clift. It’s a fictional
account of a TVA land buyer’s efforts to persuade an elderly matriarch to leave her home
and property that was soon to be inundated.
The movie was made on the Hiawassee River
near Charleston, Tennessee.
This is Half-Moon Cutoff. It will reduce
your route by almost two miles. But if you’re
not in a hurry, you may want to follow the
original river channel and perhaps explore
White Creek, the large embayment at port
just before the turn and Phillips Branch that’s
straight ahead as you make the turn.

This embayment is on the far bank directly in
front of you as you leave the cutoff and the
first one downstream from the First Class
harbor shown on the official charts. Soon
after entering, turn into the cove at starboard.
Water depth is about 10 feet at normal pool
when you come to within about 50 feet of the
wooded and nearly level bank. There are a
few houses at the far end of the embayment.
You will have plenty of space for swinging
on one anchor and be well protected from all
winds, particularly from the south.
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To reach this anchorage, round the point, pass
Daymark 547.5 and enter the embayment.
Steer slightly to starboard to enter the much
larger cove. As you proceed to a point even
with a small cove to starboard, water depth
will be about 18 feet at normal pool. There’s
plenty of space to swing on one anchor.
Almost all of the nearly level to moderately
steep bank is wooded. One house is at the
end of the embayment. You will be well protected from all winds and have a nice view of
the main lake.
Directly across the lake and marked by a sign
is the entrance to Blue Springs Resort and
Marina. You must be well inside this
embayment before you can see the marina at
port. To reach the fuel dock, pass the marina
then come in on the back side near the store
and office building.
Blue Springs Resort & Marina
3952 River Road
Ten Mile, Tennessee 37880
865-376-7298
Open all year, 7AM to 9PM April 1 until
Labor Day, then 8AM to 6PM for the remainder of the year. Can accommodate boats to
70 feet. Has eight transient slips. Has double
30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is 19 feet at normal
pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has showers,
laundromat, pumpout, ice, snacks, some groceries and some boating supplies. Has facilities for repairing both gas and diesel engines.
Has launch ramp and 30-ton lift for boats up
to 65 feet. Courtesy car is available for driving to nearby grocery. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurant: The Blue Springs Restaurant
overlooking the marina is open from March
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until November and serves breakfast, lunch
and dinner.
Lodging: The marina has seven housekeeping
cabins on the premises with amenities including cable TV.

DAYMARK 548.2
MARINA
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Some boaters become a bit confused as they
leave this marina and mistakenly turn too
soon to starboard on their way back to the
main lake. If you go to the side of the embayment opposite the marina before turning, you
will be able to easily retrace your route.

A mile upstream from Blue Springs Resort &
Marina is the entrance to Gordon Branch and
a small sign on the downstream side of the
entrance indicating Bayside Marina & Resort.
Soon after you enter the embayment, you will
see the marina in the distance at port. As you
move toward it, slow to no-wake speed.
Bayside Marina & Resort
134 Bayside Drive
Ten Mile, Tennessee 37880
865-376-7031
Open 7AM to 9PM March 15 until November
15. Can accommodate boats up to 70 feet.
Has four transient slips and 30-amp and 50amp electrical service. Water depth at the
fuel dock is 15 feet at normal pool. Has gas
and the largest fuel dock on Watts Bar Lake.
Has pumpout, launch ramp, ice, showers and
light groceries. Also, a convenience store
is a mile away. “We can usually get people
what they need.” Has some boating supplies.
Monitors channel 16.
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Restaurant: The Ship and Shore Restaurant
on the hill behind the marina is popular
among area boaters. It’s open 7AM to 9PM
every day from March 15 until November 15
and serves from a general menu.

Watts Bar Lake
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DAYMARK 558.2
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DAYMARK 567.6

Lodging: The marina has lakefront cabins
and motel rooms that can be rented by the
day or week.

This is the entrance to Thief Neck Cutoff.
If you use it, be sure to carefully follow the
channel markers. The shallow water outside
them is particularly unforgiving. Although
using the cutoff will save you about five
miles, you will miss some nice scenery. All
of Thief Neck Island is devoted to a small
wild area.

If you’re looking for a more open anchorage
offering a fine view of islands and the lake,
this is worth a look. Go upstream from this
Daymark about 150 feet to avoid a narrow
shoal then turn sharply to port until you’re
even with the midpoint between the first two
islands at starboard. The water is at least 10
feet deep at normal pool. There are no structures, the wooded banks are nearly level to
moderately steep and there’s plenty of space
for swinging on one anchor. For greater wind
protection, you can move deeper into the
embayment past the islands. Swinging space,
however, is limited and you may feel more
comfortable using a stern anchor.
At this point, you can see the stacks of TVA’s
Kingston power plant rising above the hills.

Here, the Tennessee is joined by the Clinch
River, another of its major tributaries. It’s
navigable for 61 miles to Clinton, Tennessee.

The Clinch begins in southwest Virginia then
flows southward into Tennessee where it forms
Norris Lake behind TVA’s Norris Dam. This
lake, largest of the 24 tributary lakes in the
Tennessee River system, is 129 miles long.
Past Clinton, the Clinch flows east of Oak
Ridge to TVA’s Melton Hill Dam. Farther
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downriver and just above Kingston, it’s
joined by the Emory River that’s navigable
for 12 miles.

Kingston traces its history to the increasing number of early pioneers who wished to
live close to Fort Southwest Point. The fort,
an army garrison from 1792 to 1807, was
on top of the hill ahead and at port where
the Tennessee is joined by the Clinch River.
Since 1974, many archaeological investigations have been conducted at and near the site
of the fort. A partial reconstruction has been
built on the original foundation. If you decide
to enter the Clinch, you will be able to see the
fort over your right shoulder as you approach
the first set of red and green buoys.
Downtown Kingston is easy to access. Enter
the Clinch River just above Daymark 567.6
and go upstream about a mile. At starboard
and at the far end of a two-story apartment
building is a dock. Near the dock and on
the riverbank is a sign reading “Downtown
Dock.”

Water depth at the dock is about 10 feet at
normal pool. Because of the dock’s short
length and limited support, use special care in
docking if your boat is longer than about 30
feet. A better choice might be to anchor away
from the dock and use a dinghy.
The reward for such effort, however, is convenience. Within a few blocks of the dock
are several businesses. Historic structures in
or near the downtown area include the Roane
County Courthouse at the corner of Kentucky
and Cumberland streets. It’s one of only
seven antebellum courthouses in Tennessee.
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If you wish to do some exploring, you would
do well to continue on up the Clinch River
where you can also include the Emory River

Watts Bar Lake
in your plans. As of late 2003, there was little
commercial traffic on the Clinch and none on
the Emory.

Important! To lock through Melton Hill
Lock, you must notify the lockmaster at Ft.
Loudon lock at least one day before you
intend to lock through on a weekday and
before Friday noon if you intend to lock
through over the weekend. This policy, however, is under review. Inadequate funding
may result in the Corps of Engineers further
restricting or stopping use of Melton Hill
Lock by pleasure craft. So be sure you call
Ft. Loudon Lock well in advance to check
the status of the lock. Latest developments on
this situation will be posted in the update section at www.rivercruiseguides.com
Although the Clinch and the Emory offer
extraordinary scenery, they demand you pay
close attention to water conditions and use
caution if you leave the buoyed channel.

Also, gas is available only at Melton Hill
Marina at Mile 43.0 on the Clinch. No fuel
is available on the Emory. So before entering
the Clinch, top off your fuel tanks either at
Blue Springs Marina Tennessee River Mile
547.7 or at Ft. Loudon Marina Tennessee
River Mile 602.6.

The following entries relate to the Clinch or
CR and to its tributary, the Emory River or ER.
CR MILE 1.5

CR MILE 4.5

After making a wide turn around Kingston,
the U.S. 11 and I-40 bridges come into view
with the stacks at TVA’s Kingston steam
plant serving as a backdrop.

This is the mouth of the Emory River, easily
identified by the old bridge piers. The head- 185
waters of the Emory are in the upper end of

Watts Bar Lake
a valley separating Walden Ridge from several other ridges between the Emory and the
Tennessee. If you like getting off the beaten
path, this river will appeal to you.

ER MILE 1.8

ER MILE 4.0
ER MILE 5.2
ANCHORAGE
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Entering the Emory is somewhat deceptive.
Make sure you pass the green buoy on the
main channel of the Clinch before making
your turn to port. Water depth in the Emory’s
channel is at least 20 feet at normal pool and
is often much deeper.
This saddle dam was built to prevent water
from spilling back into low areas after Watts
Bar dam was closed.

Shortly after you pass the dam, the river
curves to starboard and widens considerably. Ahead is a fine view of the Cumberland
Plateau dominated by Walden Ridge that’s
almost a thousand feet above you.
The riverbanks are particularly scenic on this
straight stretch between here and the aerial
crossings a mile ahead.

This is the mouth of the Little Emory River.
The navigable portion is very short but it is
an interesting side trip. The twisting channel
is well marked and has a depth of at least
20 feet at normal pool. Along its generally
timbered banks are several waterfront homes.

After about a mile and a half, the river widens and its navigation channel ends with a
boat launch at port and a low level bridge at
starboard. Not so incidentally, this makes a
fine anchorage with water depth of about 12
feet at normal pool. There is some traffic on
the nearby county road as well as at the launch
ramp. Also, you will hear an occasional and
distant train whistle. The scenic and protected
environment, however, more than compensates
for lack of complete quiet.

Watts Bar Lake
ER MILE 7.1

These are the last buoys you will see on the
Emory. For the rest of the trip, stay to the
center of the river and favor the outside of
each turn. Water depth will continue to be at
least 20 feet at normal pool.
Ahead, the scenery becomes even more
expansive, restful and peaceful. For the most
part, beyond the interesting rock banks are
densely wooded slopes with an occasional
field extending to the river.

ER MILE 10.0

These aerial crossings indicate the outskirts
of the town of Harriman, Tennessee, and the
beginning of the commercial aspect of the
Emory. The docks, however, are inactive and
commercial river traffic is a rarity.

ER MILE 12.5

At this point you have already passed under
one bridge and are now approaching a highway bridge closely paralleled by a railroad
bridge. The two bridges should be your turnaround point because of a low level aerial
cable between the bridges and shallower
water on the other side.
At starboard is a riverfront park that includes
a stationary and padded 50-foot dock. Water
depth at the dock is about 10 feet at normal
pool. You can tie up here for a while or overnight before you retrace the 13 miles back to
the Clinch. The walking distance to downtown Harriman is about six blocks. There
is little of interest here for cruising boaters
except for a small grocery a block off the
main street.

CR MILE 4.6

As you leave the Emory River and turn up
the Clinch you will pass under the Centers
Ferry Bridge. It takes Sugar Grove Valley
Road across the river and connects with I-40 187
on Kingston’s north side.

Watts Bar Lake
CR MILE 9.3
ANCHORAGE

CR MILE 11.5

CR MILE 12.5

CR MILE 14.0
CR MILE 15.7

CR MILE 21.7
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CR MILE 22.0

Behind Brashear Island is an open and scenic
anchorage with a water depth of about 25 feet
at normal pool. If that’s too deep for convenient anchoring, there’s shallower water at
the upper end of the island to port and as you
approach the first red buoy. But go slowly
and cautiously. When leaving, you can continue upriver rather than reverse your route.
Be sure, however, you don’t attempt to rejoin
the main channel until after you have cleared
the second red buoy. And again, use caution.
At this point, you are approaching Oak
Ridge, Tennessee. You will see several no
trespassing signs erected by the Federal
Government. That’s because this area is controlled by the U.S. Department of Energy.

After another mile and as you pass the green
buoy, you will see brick stacks, buildings,
piles of scrap and an old steel dock. Although
not impressive in themselves, they are reminders of the critical role Oak Ridge played in
the development of the atomic bomb and of
research and development that continues.

This is the Gallaher highway bridge for Tenn.
58 that connects the city of Oak Ridge to the
north with I-40 to the south.
From this bend to Melton Hill Dam, the
Clinch is at its scenic best. Hills, pastures
and forested slopes extend to the river’s low
banks. Cedar trees stand dark against the sky
or lean over the water.

Be sure you stay in the middle of the channel
for the two miles after you pass the last of the
green buoys.

This is the bridge for Tenn. 95, another link
between Oak Ridge and I-40 that’s less than a
mile away.
This is the beginning of the Melton Hill Dam

Watts Bar Lake

CR MILE 23.1

CR MILE 25.0

CR MILE 31.0
ANCHORAGES

CR MILE 32.0

CR MILE 36.0

Recreational Area. It includes a launch ramp
and picnic and camping areas and offers a
pleasant introduction to Melton Hill Dam just
beyond.

This is Melton Hill Dam, the only dam on the
Clinch River. Construction began in 1960 and
was completed in 1963. Its 75 by 400 foot
lock has a maximum lift of 60 feet. At normal
pool, the gage reads 19 on the lower lock wall
and 18 on the upper lock wall.
After you lock through, you will see that the
river’s character has changed dramatically.
Unlike below the dam, the water is broad and
deep. Melton Hill Lake has an area of 5,690
acres and a shoreline of 153 miles.
Except for the barely visible and distant
Daymark 26.4 ahead of you, there is only
water, timbered hills and sky. For the next
five miles you will see few manmade structures. The landscape appears much as it did
hundreds of years ago.

Nearly all of the several fingers of water
extending off the main channel for the next 10
miles offer water deep enough for relatively
easy access and anchoring. Always remember, however, to go slow and use caution any
time you leave the channel.
The water is deceptive here because of the
wide area of shallow water surrounding the
five islands at starboard. Bear to port as you
line up with the red buoy and Daymark 32.6.

On the slope at port is a large area covered
with kudzu. Not only has it blanketed the
slope but it also has covered many trees to
give the appearance of miniature cathedrals
or whatever else you can imagine. As mentioned before, this plant is extremely aggres189
sive and almost impossible to control.

Watts Bar Lake
CR MILE 41.2
ANCHORAGE

CR MILE 43.0
MARINA

CR MILE 43.6

DAYMARK 45.8
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Scarboro Creek at port is your last
opportunity to anchor without the benefit of
specific local knowledge. Enter at center soon
after you pass the green buoy. Water depth
at normal pool is at least 15 feet at entry and
continues to be that deep or deeper for about
two thirds of the embayment’s entire length.
You have two options. One is to anchor in
the small and protected cove at port soon
after you enter. For a much more open environment, continue until you have passed over
the underground pipeline. A road skirts the
upper end of the embayment and there’s a
security light on the bank at starboard.

This is Melton Hill Marina, the only marina
on the Clinch River. To avoid shallow water,
enter slowly at about a 45-degree angle to the
main channel. Water depth at normal pool
is at least eight feet from the channel to the
marina. The marina is open all year, every
day Memorial Day until Labor Day then on
weekends the remainder of the year. This
marina is small and has few amenities but gas
is available and “we try to accommodate transients.” It’s best that you call 865-973-6343
in advance and let them know you’re coming.
The marina monitors channel 16.
Staying at this marina for a day or two will
provide you with the opportunity to see Oak
Ridge. Downtown is about eight miles away.
For taxi service call Yellow Cab Company
at 865-483-4343. Or you can get a rental car
from Enterprise by calling their local office
at 865-483-8494 or their national reservation
office at 1-800-325-8007.
This is the Tenn. 62 bridge.

Ahead of you and with the eastern slope of
the Cumberland Plateau serving as a backdrop is the 800-foot stack of TVA’s Bull Run

Watts Bar Lake
steam plant. Such industrial facilities usually
aren’t attractive. But touches of color and the
general condition of the environment make
Bull Run an exception.

CR MILE 48.0
CR MILE 49.0

When Bull Run began operating in 1967,
it was the largest generator in the world in
terms of volume of steam produced. The
plant burns about 6,300 tons of coal a day,
enough to fill 63 railroad cars. On average,
enough energy is produced here each year to
meet the needs of 460,000 homes.
This is the Edgemoor highway bridge.

You are now on the northeast side of the city
of Oak Ridge. The city was created in 1942
to serve as the focal point of the “Manhattan
Project,” a massive wartime effort to produce
the world’s first atomic bomb. The military
had specified that such a site had to be isolated,
have electric power and water, a ready labor
force and highway and railroad accessibility.
The 60,000 acres that were soon to become the
city of Oak Ridge met those requirements.

The city was built in an area about ten miles
long and two miles wide in a valley known
as Black Oak Ridge. At the time the site was
selected, only about 3,000 people lived there.
But the population rapidly increased as thousands of scientists and skilled laborers began
the task of building plants and research facilities. At its peak during WW II, Oak Ridge
had a population of 75,000. That made it
Tennessee’s fifth largest city.
Although cloaked in great secrecy during and
immediately after the war, Oak Ridge was
finally opened to the public in 1949.
Since then, the city has become a blend
of federal offices, industrial facilities and
more than 800 companies many of which

191

Watts Bar Lake
are deeply involved in scientific and technological projects. Included are the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory and the U.S. Department
of Energy’s largest research and development
laboratory. Many important discoveries continue to originate in Oak Ridge because of its
relatively large population of scientists and
technicians.
The city, with a present population of about
28,000, has many cultural activities including a symphony orchestra, civic ballet and
community playhouse. It also has several
attractions including the American Museum
of Science & Energy and the Nation’s third
largest outdoor public swimming pool.

Visitors to Oak Ridge are likely to be
intrigued by this town’s feeling of neatness
and orderliness and its wide streets and parks.
The town also is unique in terms of origin, its
oldest buildings being barely 60 years old.

At port is the beginning of Melton Lake Park. A
combination walking, jogging and bicycle path
extends for nearly three miles along the river.
This straight and wide stretch of water has
an international reputation as being one of
the best locations for training rowing teams.
In fact, it was the training site for the 1996
Olympic Gold and Silver Medal winners.
Oak Ridge is one of only three cities to host
the U.S. Rowing Nationals.
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The course, opened in 1979, is 2,000 meters
long and can be buoyed to provide for as
many as seven lanes. The most important factors that make the course almost ideal are:
It can be seen from end to end, water can be
regulated to provide for almost no current,
nearby hills reduce wind problems and there
is minimum recreational boat traffic.

Watts Bar Lake
A mile ahead at port is the headquarters of
the Oak Ridge Rowing Association. It’s
housed in a building that also includes a
restaurant. The adjoining harbor is used as a
staging area for rowing teams and contains
slips that the association rents out for dockage of private boats.

CR MILE 51.4

CR MILE 52.0

CR MILE 54.0

CR MILE 58.7

A mile ahead at port is the headquarters of
the Oak Ridge Rowing Association, housed
in a building that includes a restaurant. The
adjoining harbor, controlled by the Association,
is used as a staging area for rowing teams
and has slips the association rents to private
boats. There are no transient slips nor is there
anyplace where you can even briefly tie up.
Suddenly, the park is behind you. Ahead is
the CSX railroad bridge over which trains
often pass on their way to deliver coal to Bull
Run. The scenery changes abruptly to that
of a rural landscape with farmland extending
down to the river’s edge.
Also, you have now passed the last buoys on
the Clinch. From here on, be sure you favor
the middle of the river and the outside of the
turns where you will find the deepest water.
Beginning here and extending for the next
two miles, the river is skirted by Tenn. 61,
the main route connecting Oak Ridge and
Clinton with I-75 northwest of Knoxville.

This is the beginning of an area of nice
homes. Slow down and watch your wake to
prevent damage to boats tied up along the
bank and to docks.

This is the bridge for U.S. 25W that leads
into downtown Clinton from Knoxville
about 15 miles to the southeast. Immediately
beyond the bridge at port is headquarters for 193
the Clinton Rowing Club.
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From here until you pass under the Southern
Railway bridge ahead, you will be cruising
behind the east side of Clinton’s central business district.

Clinton traces its history back to 1801 when
it was established as the seat of government
for the newly formed Anderson County. The
new town was called Burrville in honor of the
then popular Aaron Burr, vice president of
the United States. But Burr was discredited
after killing Alexander Hamilton in a duel. So
the town’s name was changed to Clinton, in
honor of George Clinton who succeeded Burr
as vice president.
By the late 1800s, the town was thriving
partly because of its pearl industry. Buyers
from New York and other big cities came to
the town to buy pearls harvested from the
Clinch River. Some of the pearls were exhibited in Paris during the 1900 World’s Fair.
The industry, however, died when the river’s
natural flow was greatly altered by TVA’s
new Norris Dam several miles upriver.

CR MILE 60.0
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Clinton experienced somewhat of a boom
when the Oak Ridge National Laboratory
was built during WW II. Today, its economy
is based mostly on the tourist industry and
business related to its being the county seat.
Present population is about 10,000.

Ahead is the lower end of Clinton Island.
You will be passing on the right side of the
island. As you near the upper end, the water
shallows to about 10 feet at normal pool then
deepens after you pass the island. Go slow
and use caution.

This straight stretch of water has an industrial
loading dock at port. Although water depth
is about 15 feet at normal pool, there are
logs and other debris on the river bottom. So
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CR MILE 61.5

again, go slow and use caution.

You are now approaching the lower end of
Aulton Island. Although venturing farther
with larger boats may be possible, it isn’t
wise because of unpredictable bottom conditions. Water depth can change quickly
because of sporadic water releases from
Norris Dam about nine miles upriver. That
section of the Clinch between Aulton Island
and the dam is ideal for scenic float trips with
small boats and is one of the best trout fishing streams in the U.S. In fact, as a whole,
the Clinch River has the highest trout catch
rate of any stream in the eastern U.S.
Because of the Clinch’s twists and turns and
sharp differences in the landscape, you are
likely to discover that your trip back downriver is as interesting as your trip upriver. But
don’t get careless either in checking water
depth or in watching your wake.
Eventually, the Clinch and Emory are likely
to become far more widely known among
cruising boaters for their water and scenic
beauty. For the present, however, they are
visited by only those few willing to venture
off the Tennessee.

MILE 568.0

MILE 569.5

After you return to the junction of the
Tennessee and the Clinch, you’ll see the
Kingston-Decatur Bridge, Tennessee 58.
Upstream from the bridge are many nice
homes, mostly because Kingston is only 35
miles from downtown Knoxville via I-40.
The river now splits to flow around both
sides of Long Island, a wildlife area and
the largest of several islands that dot the
landscape for nearly six more miles. The
navigation channel veers to port.
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From here to Fort Loudoun Dam, the navigation channel continues to be narrow. So be
careful in following the channel markers.

DAYMARK 575.9
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 583.1

DAYMARK 589.1
MILE 591.3

Most homes and other signs of civilization
fade away in favor of bluffs, densely wooded
hills and rolling pastures.

This is the entrance to Little Paint Rock
Creek. Stay to center upon entering where
water depth is about 12 feet at normal pool.
The depth holds true for about a half a mile
up the embayment where there’s a small cove
at port. The few houses along the wooded
banks are mostly hidden. This long embayment is oriented northwest and southwest,
the banks range from nearly flat to steep and
there’s plenty of space to swing on one anchor.
Ahead is the I-75 bridge. This highway
begins at the Canadian border at Sault
Ste. Marie, Michigan, and links Detroit,
Cincinnati and Lexington with Knoxville,
Chattanooga, Atlanta, Tampa and Miami.

The topography changes again as the bluffs
give way to low and flat banks. Fields extend
almost to the water’s edge.
This is the Southern Railway bridge. Ahead
of you is the Loudon County Memorial highway bridge, U.S. 11, that leads into downtown Loudon.

Settlers, many of whom were English soldiers, founded the town in 1790. Originally
known as Blairsville, Loudon later became
important as a transportation and commercial center. Today, the city has a population
of about 4,000. A walking tour of Loudon
includes more than a dozen historic buildings.
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There’s considerable industry along most of
the riverbank at port for the next two miles.
So stay alert for commercial tow traffic.

Watts Bar Lake
MILE 592.2

At port and bordering the river for almost
a mile is the A. E. Staley plant. It’s one of
the best examples you will see along the
Tennessee of how industry is taking advantage of lower transportation costs afforded by
the Nation’s river system.

Corn, mostly from Indiana, arrives here by
barge. After being unloaded, it’s subjected to
a wet milling process in which the outside of
the kernel is removed. The inside of the kernel is then processed to produce high fructose
corn syrup, a sweetener used in many foods
and soft drinks. A crystalline form of the
sweetener is also produced.
The other half of the plant is devoted to
producing two resulting by-products. One
is ethanol that’s used as a gasoline additive.
Each barge is loaded with 400,000 gallons
of ethanol then shipped down downriver to
Louisiana.

DAYMARK 597.3

MILE 601.0

The second by-product is pelletized corn gluten animal feed consisting of the outside of
the corn kernel to which a liquid is added to
increase protein content. About half of this
product is sold to farmers. The other half is
loaded on barges and shipped to the Gulf
Coast where it’s reloaded on freighters for
shipment to Europe

For about the next three miles, you will make
the turn around Browder Bend, an exceptionally pretty area with bluffs, fields and timbered slopes.
The wider water at starboard is the former
mouth of the Little Tennessee River. Look
closely through the trees and you may get a
glimpse of Tellico Dam. Most of its 3,200foot length consists of an earthen embankment.
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Watts Bar Lake
The dam became the center of a bitter controversy soon after TVA announced plans to
build it. Sportsmen protested because the dam
would destroy a clear and free flowing river
long favored for its fishing. The Cherokee
Indians objected because it would destroy
ancestral burial grounds and cover sites of
their former villages. Environmentalists took
the position that the dam not only wasn’t
needed but that it would destroy habitat of the
snail darter, a dwarf freshwater fish.
TVA insisted that building the dam and creating Tellico Lake would further enhance economic development and prevent millions of
dollars in flood damage downstream.

MILE 602.3

Despite the objections, TVA began construction in 1967 but was legally forced
to stop when the dam was nearly finished.
Eventually, an Act of Congress signed by
President Carter allowed TVA to complete
the project in 1979 and create Tellico Lake.
This is Fort Loudoun Dam, the last of the
nine dams on the Tennessee River. It’s 122
feet high and 4,190 feet long. Construction
began in 1940 and was completed in 1943.

The dam takes its name from Fort Loudon
that was established in 1756 in what is now
east Tennessee. It was the westernmost
British fort in America and named for John
Campbell, the fourth Earl of Loudoun, a
British nobleman who, ironically, never saw
the fort.
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The lock, second highest on the Tennessee
River, is on the south end of the dam, your
starboard side. As with Watts Bar lock, this
lock has only three floating mooring posts at
port and one at starboard. So be prepared to
lock through on your port side if the lockmaster requests it.

Watts Bar Lake
Crossing the dam are U.S. 321 and Tennessee
95 that link I-75, I-40 and Lenoir City to the
west with Maryville and Alcoa to the east.
IMPORTANT! Note that Ft. Loudon Lock
operates only from 6AM to 10PM. This schedule, however, is being reviewed and may
change. So check with the lock in advance for
the latest operating hours. That information
will also be posted on the CruiseGuide website
at: www.rivercruiseguides.com as soon as it
becomes available.
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Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
Fort Loudoun is the last lake on the
Tennessee River. Although you won’t see a
wide expanse of water when you leave the
lock, there’s much more upstream than what
first appears. If it’s a clear day, you will
be able to see the dim outline of the Great
Smoky Mountains.

This lake is a water playground for both local
boaters and those from towns and cities as far
away as Atlanta. As a result, the entire lake is
usually extremely busy on summer weekends.
At starboard is the entrance to a short canal
leading to Tellico Lake.

Compared to the main Tennessee River, the
water in Tellico Lake is clearer and colder.
That’s because the Little Tennessee River
begins in the Great Smoky Mountains. There
are no large towns and almost no industry or
intensive agriculture in its watershed. Also,
much of the water tends to be deep, even well
into most embayments.
The scenery becomes increasingly interesting as you cruise farther up the lake and get
much closer to the mountains. Also, a trip up
the Tellico presents you with a fine opportunity to gain a much better understanding
of the role of the Cherokee Indians in our
Nation’s history.
The following entries relate to the Little
Tennessee River or LTR from which Tellico
Lake was formed.
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Important! If you require a vertical clearance of more than 42 feet at normal pool,
you won’t be able to pass under the highway bridge that spans the canal between
Fort Loudoun Lake and Tellico Lake. If you
require more than 35 feet, you won’t be able

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake

LTR MILE 3.4

LTR MILE 5.5
ANCHORAGE

LTR MILE 7.0

LTR MILE 8.3
ANCHORAGE

to go any farther than the fixed span CSX
Railroad bridge at LTR Mile 18.6.

The three silos at starboard are another
reminder that much of what is under you was
farmland that was flooded when Tellico Dam
was built. You will see more silos as you
cruise up the river. Behind the silos is one of
several saddle dams. These were built to prevent water from flowing into low areas after
Tellico Dam was completed.

To port across from these three silos is a long
embayment locally known as Power Line
Cove named for the aerial power crossings
at its upper end. If you are in a sailboat, take
note that these crossings provide only 38 feet
of vertical clearance. You can expect a water
depth of about 15 feet at normal pool twothirds of the distance between the crossings
and the end of the embayment. The nearly
flat to moderately steep banks are wooded
and there are no structures. There is, however,
a narrow road at the end of the embayment
used by fishermen. You will have plenty of
space to swing on one anchor and be protected from all but northwest winds. One reason this is a popular anchorage is because the
embayment is curved. That keeps the busy
main lake out of sight for anyone anchored at
the far end.
Beginning here at starboard, the bank is covered with fine homes. Many feature interesting architecture and landscaping. The Tellico
Lake area is becoming increasingly popular
with people from northern states who choose
to retire here because of the water, mountains,
moderate climate and nearby Knoxville.

At port is Sinking Creek, an attractive
and quiet anchorage about a half a mile away 203
from the main lake. Follow the embayment
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LTR MILE 10.2
LTR MILE 16.1

LTR MILE 18.1
ANCHORAGE

LTR 19.2
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around the turn to where it widens. Anchor in
the area opposite a farm road that skirts the
southern side. Water depth here is about 12
feet at normal pool. The wooded banks give
way in the distance to a farm. There’s plenty
of space for swinging on one anchor and you
will be well protected from all wind except
from the east.
You can save about two miles if you take the
secondary channel leading off to port but be
sure you stay between the channel markers.

At starboard is an industrial area. As you
enter this wide area of the lake and look
ahead, you will get your first good look at the
distant and majestic Great Smoky Mountains.

Just beyond this Daymark at port is a
convenient anchorage, especially for sailboats
that can’t pass under the bridges ahead. After
entering the embayment, proceed to where it
widens. Water depth there and in the center is
about 25 feet at normal pool then becomes a
more ideal anchoring depth of about 10 feet
just a short distance to port. The nearly level
to moderately steep banks are wooded except
for an open field. There’s plenty of space for
swinging on one anchor. You will be protected from all but southwest winds and have
a good view of the lake.
Ahead is the CSX railroad bridge. It’s followed by the U.S. 411 bridge. This highway
links many towns on the east side of the
Tennessee River with Chattanooga to the
south and Knoxville to the north.

Immediately after passing under the bridges,
you will be entering one of the Tennessee
Valley’s most historic areas.
For an interesting side trip, turn to starboard
and enter the Tellico River. After cruising

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
up the Tellico for a bit more than a mile
you will pass under the Vonore-Toqua highway bridge. Beyond it and past three green
buoys, you will be curving to port and passing behind a small island. After clearing the
island, you will see the impressive Sequoyah
Birthplace Memorial and Museum at the top
of a grassy hill. At the bottom of the hill is a
“T” dock that provides about 20 feet of docking space. The dock has limited support so
approach it slowly and carefully. Water depth
at the dock is about 15 feet at normal pool.
The museum opened in 1986 as a tribute to
Sequoyah and the Indians who lived in the
Little Tennessee River Valley. Owned by
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, it’s
Tennessee’s only tribally owned enterprise.

Inside are exhibits that retrace 8,000 years of
continuous habitation in the valley. During
the 18th century, the valley was the center
of Cherokee political and cultural activity.
It was in this environment that Sequoyah
was born and later dedicated himself to the
tedious task of creating a written language
for the Cherokees. He was so successful that
the entire Cherokee Nation became literate.
Even today, more than 10,000 people who
speak the Cherokee language use the syllabary. Sequoyah’s accomplishments became
so widely known that many places and things
have been named after him including the
Sequoyah trees in California.
Near the museum is the Cherokee Memorial
where the remains of 18th century Cherokees
were placed. They were exhumed during
archaeological studies conducted before
Tellico Lake was created.
Along with the museum is a gift shop with
contemporary Cherokee arts and crafts and
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books on Cherokee culture and history. For
more information, call 423-884-6246 or
access the museum’s website at www.sequoiamuseum.org.
From the museum, you can walk the 1.6
miles to Fort Loudoun described below.
That’s a good idea if your boat is too large to
tie up to the small dock at the fort.

Before returning to the Little Tennessee River
you might consider continuing up the Tellico
River and enjoying the scenery. Although
much of the area is still a mixture of forest and farmland, residential development
is increasing. As the official charts indicate,
the channel is marked up to where Ballplay
Creek joins the river, a distance of about five
miles upriver from the Sequoyah Museum.

LTR MILE 19.5
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Although the Tellico continues in a southerly
direction beyond this point, it isn’t buoyed.
Snags are a danger unless you can successfully
determine location of the original river channel. Even then, the water becomes increasingly
shallower and the channel narrower. If you
wish to prolong the pleasure, however, turn to
port up the relatively wide water of Ballplay
Creek. Even then, after about a mile, shallower
water and a low highway bridge prevent larger
boats from going farther.

Ahead is the site of Fort Loudoun. This fort
helped Great Britain prevent the French from
penetrating the Appalachian region during the
French and Indian War.

It was built during the winter of 1756 and
named after John Campbell, the fourth Earl of
Loudoun, who was the British Commanderin-Chief in North America from 1756 to
1758.
But tragedy struck in less than two years. A
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breakdown in relations between the British
and the Cherokee Nation resulted in 23
Indians being executed in South Carolina in
late 1759.

The Cherokees, who had become anti-British,
cut the fort’s supply line in March 1760.
Diplomatic efforts to free the fort failed. With
food rations nearly gone, the commander
asked the Cherokees for terms of surrender.
Then on the morning of August 9, the garrison of 180 men and 60 women and children
left the fort and traveled some distance before
making camp at nightfall.
At sunrise the next morning, the Cherokees
attacked the camp and killed almost every
officer plus 20 to 30 others. The survivors
were taken as slaves and eventually ransomed.

Across from the reconstructed fort on your
port side is the site of the Tellico Blockhouse.
Although built in 1794 for military reasons, its primary purpose was to protect the
Cherokees from continued advances of white
settlers into the valley.
Two years later, the U.S. Government built
a trading post there to dispense supplies to
the Cherokees. Also, the War Department’s
Indian agent was stationed there until 1801.
Four years later, the treaty allowing the
United States to gain title to all of what is
now Middle Tennessee also called for the
blockhouse to be removed. Today, all that
remains is an archaeological ruin.

There are docks at the fort and the blockhouse. Although at normal pool the water
is deep enough at both for large boats, the
docks aren’t nearly large enough for boats
more than about 20 feet in length. The only
alternative is to anchor nearby and use a din- 207
ghy.

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
LTR MILE 20.1
MARINA
RESTAURANT

As you pass the blockhouse site you will see
the marked entrance to Nine Mile Creek. A
short distance up the marked channel and
around the turn is Tellico Harbor Marina.
Tellico Harbor Marina
1000 Marina Harbor Drive
Maryville, Tennessee 37801
865-856-6806 or 865-856-2140
Open all year, 9AM to 7PM every day. Can
accommodate boats to 80 feet. Has 10 transient slips. Has 30-amp and 50-amp electrical power. Water depth at the fuel dock is
18 feet at normal pool. Has gas. Has ice
and pumpout and offers a full range of boat
repairs. “We can do anything to any boat
except interiors.” Has 35-ton lift. Is 22 miles
from Knoxville Airport and 42 miles from
Gatlinburg. Transportation from the marina
can be arranged. Monitors channel 16.

LTR MILE 20.2
ANCHORAGE
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Restaurant: The restaurant on the premises is
seasonal and is open from May to September.
As you pass the fort, the water quickly
widens and you will be presented with the
most magnificent view yet of the Great
Smoky Mountains. If no heavy weather is
expected and you wish to anchor out, turn to
starboard just past the fort to a point about
300 feet from the bank. Water depth is about
20 feet at normal pool.
An ideal schedule is to either anchor here or
stay at Tellico Harbor Marina before continuing your trip upriver in the morning.
Traveling slowly, easily and quietly through
these serene surroundings could be the highlight of all your cruising experiences on the
upper Tennessee.
To help keep you on course as you leave the
fort and start across the wide water, steer
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toward the diamond shaped marker on the
bank about three miles ahead.

For the next nine miles you will feel as close
to nature as anywhere else on the entire
Tennessee. All of the land on both sides and
extending upward into the mountains is part
of the Cherokee National Forest.

LTR MILE 24.5

You will, however, need to pay special attention to the channel markers. They are more
difficult to see because they are much smaller
than those on the main navigation channel.
Also, they tend to be farther apart. For that
reason, closely following the official charts
will be particularly helpful along this last
stretch of the river.
Soon after you pass the diamond shaped
marker, the river begins a horseshoe bend.
About two-thirds of the way through the
bend and at starboard is a group of round
upright stone markers at the end of a narrow
peninsula. This is the site of the Cherokee
town of Chota. Each of the stones represents
a Cherokee clan, those of Deer, Wild Potato,
Wolf, Paint, Bird, Long Hair and Blue.

Farther away and to the right of the Chota
marker and best seen with binoculars is the
marker indicating the site of the Cherokee
town of Tanasi. The town gained prominence
in 1721 when its civil chief was elected the
first “emperor of the Cherokee Nation.” From
then until 1730, Tanasi was capital of the
Cherokee Nation.

About the same time, the name Tanasi was
applied to the river. The first recorded spelling of the word “Tennessee,” a variation of
Tanasi, was on a map prepared in 1762 by
Lt. Henry Timberlake. In 1796, the name
Tennessee was selected from among several 209
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LTR MILE 28.6

LTR MILE 29.6

possibilities as the most appropriate for the
Nation’s 16th state.

Just downstream from where Four Mile
Creek enters the river is a high cliff. The
clearly visible rock folds are evidence of the
powerful geological forces that shaped and
formed this land millions of years ago.

The official navigation channel ends just
before you reach this aerial power crossing at
the top of the picturesque bluff of brown and
red rock. When the water level is at or near
normal pool, travel is possible for about two
more miles upstream in water at least 15 feet
deep. Follow the curve of the river to port.

You would be wise, however, to stop at the
piers of the abandoned trestle at Mile 31.1.
Beyond it, water depth is more unpredictable
because of varying amounts of water released
from Chilhowee Dam at Mile 33.4.

If you do go as far as the piers, proceed about
midway between the bank at port and the
islands and dead trees at starboard that mark
the other side of the original river channel.
Whether you stop at Mile 29.6 or at the piers,
the southern end of Chilhowee Mountain rising more than 1,400 feet above you serves as
an appropriate climax to some of the finest
scenery on the Tennessee River.

MILE 602.6
MARINA
REPAIR FACILITY
RESTAURANTS
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As you leave Fort Loudoun lock, look ahead
and slightly to port. You will see Ft. Loudoun
Marina. The fuel dock will be visible as soon
as you clear the right end of the large dock
with covered slips.

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
Ft. Loudoun Marina
5200 City Park Drive, Unit 101
Lenoir City, Tennessee 37772
865-986-5536 or 865-523-6358
Open all year, 9AM to 8PM, April 1 until
October 1, 9AM to 5PM for the remainder
of the year. Can accommodate boats up to
70 feet. Has eight transient slips and 30amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is 20 feet at normal
pool. Has gas and diesel fuel. Has pumpout,
launch ramp, ice, showers and laundromat.
Complete grocery service in nearby Lenoir
City is accessible by taxi or by transportation
that can be arranged with the marina. Rental
cars are available at the Knoxville airport 18
miles away and in Lenoir City. Monitors channel 16.
Repair Facility: Adjoining the marina is
Superior Marine Specialists. This organization has 37 years of experience in working
on marine mechanical systems, inboard and
I/O engines and electrical systems. For more
information call 865-988-8229.
Restaurants: The Key Largo Grill in the same
building as the marina office is open April
until November. It serves hamburgers and
other sandwiches and salads in an informal
atmosphere.

MILE 603.0

The popular Calhoun’s Restaurant overlooking the marina is one of five in the Knoxville
area. Built partly on pilings and providing
a commanding view of the marina, it serves
from a general menu but is famous for its
barbequed ribs. It offers both indoor and
outdoor dining. For more information, call
865-673-3366.
Evidence of the Nation’s robust economy
during the 1990s is clearly evident along the
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MILE 608.0

DAYMARK 616.1
MARINAS
ANCHORAGE

river between here and downtown Knoxville.
Many large homes have been built in this
area. Regardless of your taste in architecture
or landscaping, you are likely to see samples
of it during the next 40 miles.

Here, the river presents an illusion by appearing to end about two miles ahead. Not until
you get much closer do you discover that
it turns sharply to starboard and flows past
Saltpeter Bluff.
The water quickly widens as you approach
two low highway bridges. There are two
marianas beyond the second bridge that leads
to the Sinking Creek embayment. Concord
Marina and Fox Road Marina. As you get
closer, you will see their names painted on
the bridge.
Caution! Vertical clearance of this bridge is
17.0 feet at normal pool. Also, both marinas
are affected by wakes from passing boats. So
make sure you watch yours.

Concord Marina is at starboard soon after
you pass under the bridge. Almost everything
at this marina is new as the result of being
rebuilt and greatly enlarged in 2002 and 2003.
Concord Marina
10903 North Shore Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922
865-966-5831
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Open all year, 9AM to 8PM, Memorial Day
until Labor Day, 9AM to 5:30PM for the
remainder of the year. Can accommodate
boats up to 50 feet. Has 20 transient slips and
30-amp and 50-amp electrical service. Water
depth at the fuel dock is 25 feet at normal
pool. Has gas and public launch ramp. Has
full time mechanic and facilities for hauling
out boats up to 40 feet. Has ice, snacks, rest
rooms, showers, laundromat and pumpout.
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Fox Road Marina is about a mile beyond
Concord Marina and on the opposite side.
Fox Road Marina
1100 Fox Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922
865-966-9422
www.themarinas.net
Open all year, 9AM to 7PM Memorial Day
through Labor Day; 9AM to 5PM, Labor day
until November 30; 9AM to 5:30PM Monday
through Friday for remainder of the year.
Can accommodate boats up to 60 feet. Has
three transient slips and twin 30-amp electrical service. Water depth at the fuel dock is 15
feet at normal pool. Has gas and diesel fuel.
Has pumpout and launch ramp. Can perform
engine repairs including generators and
outdrives. Has ice, snacks, sandwiches and
some boating supplies. Marina manager will
try to accommodate you if you need complete
grocery service nearby or wish to visit local
restaurants. Arrangements for car rental can
be made.

DAYMARK 618.5
ANCHORAGE

Anchorage: Beyond Fox Road Marina,
Sinking Creek becomes somewhat narrower
and is eventually crossed by the Pellissippi
Parkway. This entire area is suitable for
anchoring. Water depth ranges from 10 to 18
feet. Wind protection is minimal but is best
from north and south. There’s plenty of space
for swinging on one anchor. There are houses and docks at port but none at starboard.

Just before you reach this Daymark is an
embayment that offers you a chance to get
off the main river either for a short time or
possibly overnight. Water depth in the center
is about 20 feet at normal pool. There are no
houses on the open banks devoted mostly to 213
pasture but you will be exposed to west and
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MILE 620.2
ANCHORAGE

DAYMARK 625.6
MARINA
RESTAURANT
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northwest winds. There’s enough space for
swinging on one anchor.
About a half a mile past Daymark 619.6 at
starboard is the entrance to Poland Creek.

Water depth as you enter the creek at center
is about 30 feet at normal pool then gradually becomes shallower as you go up the
creek. After a half a mile, the creek widens
considerably and you will be able to see a
TVA recreation area. Because of the boat
ramp ahead, the best place to anchor is at
starboard in front of the campground. Water
depth is about 10 feet as you come abreast of
the campground then becomes shallower as
you move farther into the embayment. The
general environment can be busy, especially
on weekends. Also, the west side has been
developed for residential housing. Yet, farmland on the east side of Poland Creek is easy
on the eyes, there’s plenty of room for swinging on one anchor and you will have good
wind protection particularly from the south.

You will be able to see Louisville Landing
Marina from the navigation channel. To reach
the marina, wait until just after you pass
this Daymark then turn sharply to starboard toward the entrance to Lackey Creek.
Because of shallow water, don’t take a
shortcut here. As you approach the entrance,
water depth decreases to about 10 feet at normal pool. Beyond, the creek becomes much
wider. Follow the marked channel straight
ahead toward the marina. The channel splits
and goes around both sides of a small island
in front of the fuel dock. Either way, water
depth is about 10 feet at normal pool. But
going around the right end of the island is the
favored approach.
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Louisville Landing Marina
2932 Louisville Boat Dock Road
Louisville, Tennessee 37777
865-984-9001
Open all year, 10AM to 7PM early April
until early October and 10AM to 5PM the
remainder of the year except closed on
Monday and closed Monday and Tuesday
during the off-season. Can accommodate
boats to 75 feet. Has limited transient slips
with 30-amp electrical service so please call
ahead. Water depth at the fuel dock is 10 feet
at normal pool. Has gas. Has launch ramp,
ice, snacks, showers and pumpout . Has
mechanic on call. Can arrange transportation to nearby grocery. Knoxville’s McGheeTyson Municipal Airport is five miles away.
Monitors channel 16.

MILE 626.9
REPAIR FACILITY

Restaurant: The restaurant on the premises
is open during the summer season and serves
sandwiches to full meals from a menu.

Sinking Creek, the embayment at port, is
marked by a sign at the entrance identifying
it as the location of the private Fort Loudoun
Yacht Club. Past the club’s docks and clubhouse and at the end of the embayment is
Travis Marine. Be particularly careful about
your wake while enroute to this facility.
Travis Marine
9312 Tedford Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922
865-690-6700

This is the last repair facility in the immediate Knoxville area that’s directly on the river.
Trailers can haul out boats up to 65 feet.
Complete services are available for gas and
diesel engines and general repair on all boats
215
except sailboats including props and shafts
and painting. There’s also a ship’s store with
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MILE 630.1

MILE 635.2
FUEL

a wide selection of boating equipment and
supplies. Docking space is limited. So call
before you bring your boat here. But if you
have an emergency and that isn’t possible,
the people at Travis will do all they can to
accommodate you.

This is the Pellissippi Parkway bridge for
Tennessee 162. The Parkway links Oak
Ridge and other towns and communities west
of Knoxville with Maryville, Alcoa and the
McGhee-Tyson Knoxville Municipal Airport
south of the city.

Caution! The wide water ahead is deceptive.
As you approach the bridge, be sure to follow the marked channel as it hugs the bank at
starboard for the next two miles.

Here on your port side and just past a cluster
of old English style condominiums is the
entrance to Duncan Branch. A sign on the
upstream side of the entrance indicates Duncan
Boat Dock. This is the last place you can buy
gas as you continue toward Knoxville.
Enter the marked channel by turning to port
just after you pass the green buoy on the
main navigation channel. You will see the
facility at port soon after you pass between
the red and green channel markers. Water
depth is at least eight feet in the channel at normal pool and about seven feet at the fuel dock.
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This facility is open 11AM to 7PM, April
1 until November 1. Ben Duncan, the third
member of the Duncan family to operate this
dock during the last 55 years, lives in the
house behind the dock. He will pump gas
during the off-season for anyone who needs
it. Also available are snacks, sandwiches and
other supplies. While there, you can have some
fun feeding bread to carp that swim near the
dock. For more information, call 865-212-9949.
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DAYMARK 641.2

MILE 642.8

MILE 643.0

MILE 643.5

This is the beginning of Sequoyah Hills, one
of Knoxville’s fine residential areas. Soon
you will be passing Sequoyah Park that borders the river for nearly two miles.

This is Looney Island. The back of the island
was previously considered a good anchorage.
But now, anchoring there isn’t recommended
because of the danger presented by the
increasing number of fast moving boats that
use this as a shortcut.
Here the river skirts busy Alcoa Highway,
U.S. 129 and Tennessee 15, that link
Maryville, Alcoa and the McGhee-Tyson
Knoxville Municipal Airport with downtown
Knoxville.

As you come out of the turn you will see part
of the University of Tennessee’s agricultural
research farm at starboard.
Just beyond the next turn is the James E.
Karnes bridge, U.S. 129.

As you approach the bridge, look to port.
The large white house with the terraced gardens extending down the hill to the water is
the Armstrong-Lockett house. It was built
in 1834 by Drury Paine Armstrong and is
one of Knoxville’s most historic structures.
Inside is the William P. Toms collection of
18th Century English and American furniture,
decorative art and an outstanding collection
of English silver. The Italianate style gardens
include fountains and extensive plantings.

MILE 646.6

At port after you pass under the bridge is the
part of the University of Tennessee campus
devoted to agriculture and veterinary science.
On the other side on top of the hill is the
University’s medical center.
This is the CSX Railroad bridge. You can
now see downtown Knoxville. The tower
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topped with the gold ball is a reminder that
Knoxville is one of the few U.S. cities to host
a World’s Fair. The fair, held in 1982, had
more than 11 million visitors.
Knoxville traces its beginning back to 1757
when the British built Fort Loudoun, their
first important outpost west of the Allegheny
Mountains. In 1786, James White, founder of
Knoxville, built a home and stockade on the
east edge of the present downtown area.

In Knoxville’s early days, the river was
regarded as an important resource in the
city’s growth. But its use was so hampered by
hazards such as rapids, shoals and whirlpools
that many mariners believed Knoxville would
remain unreachable by steamboat. In the
early 1800s, however, a group of Knoxville
businessmen advertised a prize to the first
steamboat to come all the way up river to
Knoxville. Captain S. D. Conner answered
the challenge and began the long trip aboard
the “Atlas,” a small side-wheeler. His effort
was successful. On the evening of March 3,
1828, he arrived to collect the reward.
Today, Knoxville is often rated as one of the
best American cities in which to live. Its population is about 165,000 but county population is nearly twice that. Knoxville is eastern
Tennessee’s primary cultural, educational and
commercial center.
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MILE 647.0

It also is the gateway to Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. The park has more
than a half million acres of magnificent scenery, lush foliage and a wide range of wildlife. It has more visitors than any other U.S.
national park.
Ahead are three bridges that span the river in
downtown Knoxville. The first at Mile 647.3
is the Southern railroad bridge whose stone
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piers date back to before the Civil war. As
you approach it, you will see a three-story
building with a steep green roof. This is the
home of the University of Tennessee’s women’s rowing club.
Next at Mile 647.4 is the mammoth concrete
Henley Street bridge. On Labor Day, this
bridge is blocked off and converted into the
launching point for a spectacular fireworks
display. Appropriately, the event is called
“Boomsday.”

MILE 647.3
DOCKAGE

Finally at Mile 647.7 is the steel arched Gay
Street bridge that dates back to 1898.

This is the Southern Railroad bridge. Just
before you pass under the bridge you will see
the University of Tennessee’s ThompsonBoling Assembly Center & Arena. Although
mainly used for basketball games, it also is
used for concerts and other special events.

Nearby is Neyland Stadium. Its 104,000 seats
make it the second largest college stadium in
the Nation, exceeded only by the University
of Michigan’s stadium at Ann Arbor. In
1966, 107,608 fans packed the stadium to
watch the Tennessee-Florida game. That set
an attendance record which, until that time,
was unmatched in the history of college football.

The stadium was named after General
Robert Neyland. During his remarkable
career as head coach, he led the University
of Tennessee Volunteers through nine undefeated seasons out of 21 seasons and to the
national championship in 1951. In 1939 during the regular 10-game season, his team held
every opponent scoreless while scoring 212
points.
Sometime during your trip up the Tennessee,
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you are likely to hear about the famous
“Volunteer Navy.” It all began in 1962 when
George Mooney, a former sports announcer,
chose to go to home games in his boat to
avoid traffic. The idea caught on and today
University of Tennessee football fans on as
many as 200 boats have a giant tailgate party
on the water during every home game. When
the docks are full, boats raft for a considerable distance into the river. Incidentally,
only one other college in the Nation, the
University of Washington, has a stadium
adjacent to a body of water.

You may want to avoid the area on those
weekends because the river becomes congested. But if you wish to come anyway and
be a part of the fun, call Volunteer Landing
Marina well in advance and make arrangements for dockage.
Caution: Your wake in downtown Knoxville
can damage boats and docks and raise tempers. Go slow!
The stadium also marks the downstream end
of an innovative and impressive eight million
dollar riverfront improvement project completed by the City of Knoxville. It created and
ties together several elements of interest to
all visitors including transient boaters. In fact,
Volunteer Landing, as it is officially called,
does much to make a delightful exclamation
point to anyone cruising up the Tennessee.
A scenic walkway begins here and extends
for almost three-fourths of a mile along the
river to Volunteer Landing Marina. Along
the landscaped walkway are fountains and
benches plus markers and displays related to
Knoxville’s history and the Tennessee River.
220

The Gateway Regional Visitor Center near the
marina offers visitors complete information on
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what to do and see. It also serves as a showcase
of interpretive and educational exhibits concerning the region’s parks, history and technology.
To begin a walking tour of downtown, take
the elevator in the Center to the third floor
then take the walkway to the east end of the
Hill Avenue bridge.
Across the street is the James White Fort.
Built in 1786, it was the first pioneer structure in what was to eventually become
Knoxville. White lived here during the
time he served as a political leader. He
became Speaker of the Senate for the State
of Franklin that later became the State of
Tennessee. He also was a General in the
Creek Indian War.

To the right between the fort and the Mariott
Hotel is the Women’s Basketball Hall of
Fame. This interactive attraction brings life to
the long and interesting history of women’s
basketball.

An easy walk across the Hill Avenue bridge
brings you to Blount Mansion, Knoxville’s
only National Historic Landmark and
one of the first wooden frame houses
built west of the Appalachian Mountains.
Governor William Blount, veteran of the
Revolutionary War and signer of the United
States Constitution built the mansion in
stages between 1792 and 1830. After George
Washington appointed Blount as governor of
the territory south of the Ohio River, the home
served as the territory’s capitol building.

Bordering Blount Mansion on the west is
Gay Street, the main thoroughfare through
downtown Knoxville. Here, you can turn
right and begin a mini walking tour. The first
two blocks are devoted mostly to banks and
offices plus a few eateries and a retail mall at 221
the far end of the First Tennessee Bank Plaza.
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As you walk up Gay Street you will see
stores that until recently, were vacant.
Downtown Knoxville, as in other cities, saw
hard times back in the 1970s when businesses
began leaving and moving into suburban
areas. Now, however, public and private
efforts are reversing that trend. Downtown
Knoxville is rapidly changing for the better.

Just before you reach Clinch Street, you will
pass the front doors of the Tennessee Theatre.
Built in 1928, it was a lavish center of entertainment. Closed years ago and abandoned,
it is being restored to its former glory and
should soon be hosting a variety of entertainment venues.
Directly across the street is the site of the
new addition to the East Tennessee Historical
Center. Scheduled to open in late 2004, the
Center will extend across the entire block
between Gay Street and Market Street. Turn
left here to continue your walk west on
Clinch. But stop first at the Center. It’s open
every day and features a fascinating selfguided tour depicting the last 200 years of the
region’s history.
At the end of the block, turn right on Market
Street and walk past Krutch Park, a great
place to stop and rest.
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At the other side of the park is Market
Square. In Knoxville’s early days, this location was, indeed, a market where all kinds
of locally grown produce and other products
were sold. In the 1950s, the square was
modernized to form a large pedestrian mall.
Stores surrounding the square and street vendors did a thriving business. By the 1980s,
however, migration from the city center of
businesses and people caused activity to
dwindle and then to almost disappear. Now,
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however, interest and development on and
around Market Square are again on the rise as
more local residents, tourists and businesses
rediscover downtown Knoxville.
Go to Walnut Street that borders the park
on the west, turn left and walk two blocks
to Church Street. On the opposite corner
is the Lawson-McGhee Library. This is
Knoxville’s main library and serves as the
hub for the city’s other 17 branch libraries.

After another block, you will come to
Cumberland Street and St. John’s Cathedral,
an Episcopal church. It was built in 1892 and
replaced the original church built in 1846. In
the shape of a Latin cross, the church has the
feeling of the Neo-Romanesque architectural
style common among 11th and 12th century
churches in France and northern Spain. Most
impressive are the massive stone construction, slate roof and stained glass windows.
Directly across the street is the home James
Park built in1812. Park was a pioneer merchant whose descendents continued to live
in the house until 1945. Since then, it has
housed the medical library and museum of
the Knoxville Academy of Medicine.

Continue on Walnut to Main Street. On your
right is the U.S. Post Office.

Across the street is the First Baptist Church,
built in 1924 and on the National Register
of Historic Places. Topped by a tall steeple
with a carillon, the church combines English
Renaissance and Romanesque architecture.
Many exterior details resemble St. Martin-inthe-Field in Trafalgar Square, London. The
octagonal three-story high sanctuary seats
1,200. The inspiring interior is a blend of
plaster, marble, wood and stained glass and 223
has a Schantz organ with 3,153 pipes.
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At Main Street, Walnut Street begins to
descend toward the City & County Building
that fills the entire block between Walnut
and Gay street. At the end of the building is
the beginning of the pedestrian overpass that
takes you over Neyland Drive then down
four flights of stairs to the Volunteer Landing
walkway along the river. Follow the walkway
to the left to return to the Visitor Center.
To add even more variety to your experience, you can take a trip on the Three Rivers
Rambler, an excursion train operated by the
Knoxville & Holston River Railroad. It operates on weekends and holidays from May
through October. The train leaves from the
riverfront area on a one and a half hour trip
that takes you along the river then through a
varied landscape of forest and open land to
where the Holston and French Broad rivers
meet to form the Tennessee. A stop is made
on the Holston River trestle to give passengers a good look at the three rivers.

You have three dockage options in downtown
Knoxville. They are listed here in the order in
which you will see them.
The first option is the twin 150-foot docks
separated by a cupola immediately upstream
of the Southern Railroad bridge. These docks
were built as part of Knoxville’s riverfront
project. You may use them without charge
but there’s no water or electrical service and
space is strictly on a first come first served
basis.
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The second option is the 250-foot dock in
front of Calhoun’s On The River Restaurant
that’s just before you reach the Gay Street
bridge. There is no water. Electrical service,
intended only for small boats, is limited to
four outlet boxes on a single 15-amp circuit.

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
There is no charge for using this dock even
if you stay overnight. You must, however,
call the restaurant manager at 865-673-3355
ahead of time or check with the manager
immediately after you arrive.

MILE 648.0
MARINA
RESTAURANTS
LODGING

On both of these docks you must be willing
to accept full responsibility for yourself and
your boat. There are wakes and river current
here, so double check your lines and fenders
to make sure your boat is well secured.
The third option and by far the best choice
for cruising boaters is Volunteer Landing
Marina. It’s just beyond Calhoun’s, the
Henley Street bridge and the dock used by
the Star of Knoxville, an authentic paddlewheel excursion boat that offers sightseeing
and dinner cruises on the Tennessee.

As you approach the marina, you will see that
it begins with the fuel dock and ship’s store.
From there, open and covered slips extend
upstream along the riverbank.
Volunteer Landing Marina
956 Volunteer Landing Lane
Knoxville, Tennessee 37915
865-633-5004
www.volunteerlandingmarina.com
Open all year, 9AM to 9PM from late April
until early October, 9AM to 8PM during the
winter months. Can accommodate any size
boat. Number of slips varies. Has 30-amp
and 50-amp electrical service. Has gas and
diesel fuel. Has ice, pumpout, snacks and
some groceries and boating items. Repair
services for gas and diesel engines are available on call. Car rental and taxi services are
readily available. Monitors channel 16.
Restaurants: The Riverside Tavern is on the 225
hill directly above the marina and overlooks

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
the river. It was built in 1998 to complement the riverfront project and is operated
by Regas, owners of a longtime favorite
downtown steakhouse. The menu ranges from
salads, sandwiches and seafood to pizza prepared in a wood fired oven and steaks cooked
on a wood fired rotisserie and grill. Box
lunches are available.
Calhoun’s On The River is a short walking
distance from the marina and accessible by a
footbridge across First Creek and a walkway.
It’s directly on the river and is, in fact, partly
built over the water. This restaurant is a long
time favorite in the Knoxville area and has a
widespread reputation for its award winning
barbeque ribs, steaks and roasted chicken.

MILE 649.0

MILE 650.0
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Lodging: Although there are many lodging
choices in Knoxville, the Mariott hotel, less
than four blocks from the marina, is the most
convenient. This architecturally distinctive
full service hotel has 385 rooms and an eightstory atrium lobby with restaurant and sports
bar. Arrangements can be made to have the
hotel’s courtesy car pick you up at the marina. For information and reservations, call the
hotel at 865-637-1234.
Beginning at about the same location as the
buoys on both sides of the river, the nine-foot
navigation channel ends and the seven-foot
channel begins. These are, however, guaranteed minimum depths. Actual water depth at
normal pool is considerably greater.
Downtown Knoxville quickly disappears and
is replaced mostly by farms and woodland.
At starboard is Dickinson Island on which
is located the Downtown Island Airport.
Corporate and private aircraft use it because
of its closeness to downtown Knoxville.

Fort Loudoun Lake & Tellico Lake
MILE 651.0

MILE 652.1

At port after you pass the line of channel
buoys is the Holston Unit of the University of
Tennessee’s Agricultural Experiment Station.
It’s mostly used to produce feed for livestock
kept at the University’s other research facilities. The large building on top of the hill is
Knoxville’s Community Service Center.

In front of you at port is the mouth of the
Holston River. At starboard is the mouth of
the French Broad River. Neither river can
be navigated safely by larger boats for more
than a short distance. Less than a mile up the
French Broad is the headquarters of Sea Ray,
one of the world’s largest boat manufacturers.

A freight train may be rumbling over the
bridge that crosses the Holston, workers may
be unloading barges tied up on the far bank
of the French Broad and a few fishermen may
be sitting on the bank in between. Yet nothing here suggests that this is the beginning of
one of our Nation’s greatest rivers.
As you head back downstream and view the
scenery from still another perspective, you
will appreciate its greatness even more.
What you see may bring you back again
and again. As many have discovered, the
Tennessee is that kind of river.
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Where You Can Get More Information
A folio of Tennessee River navigation charts prepared by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Tennessee Valley Authority is updated when
needed. The folio contains 118 charts, is spiral bound and has laminated
covers.

The cost of this folio is subject to change. So call or write the Corps at the
following address to get the current price. Your check should be made payable to “FAO U.S. Army Engineer Division, Lakes & Rivers Division.”
U. S. Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 1070
Nashville, Tennessee 37202
615-736-2950
Here’s where you can get tourist information concerning the three states
through which the Tennessee River flows:
KENTUCKY

TENNESSEE

ALABAMA
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State Board of Tourism
22nd Floor, Capital Plaza Tower
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
1-800-225-8747
Department of Tourist Development
State of Tennessee
320 6th Avenue N.
Nashville, Tennessee 37202
615-741-2159
Bureau of Tourism & Travel
State of Alabama
P. O. Box 4927
Montgomery, Alabama 36103-4927
1-800-252-2262

Where You Can Get More Information
Here’s who to contact for detailed information about towns and counties
on or near the Tennessee River. This list is in approximate order from
Paducah, Kentucky, upstream to Knoxville, Tennessee.
Paducah-McCracken Convention & Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 90, 128 Broadway
Paducah, Kentucky 42002-0090
270-443-8783 or 1-800-723-8224
Grand Rivers Tourism Commission
P.O. Box 181
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045
270-362-0152 or 1-888-493-0152
www.grandrivers.com
Marshall County Tourist & Convention Commission
P. O. Box 129
Gilbertsville, Kentucky 42044
270-527-3128 or 1-800-467-7145
Murray-Calloway County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 190
Murray, Kentucky 42071
270-759-2199 or 1-800-651-1603
www.murraytourism.org
Paris-Henry County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 8
Paris, Tennessee 38242
731-642-3431 or 1-800-345-1103
Stewart County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 147
Dover, Tennessee 37058
931-232-8290
Northwest Tennessee Tourism
P.O. Box 807
Paris, Tennessee 38242
731-642-9955
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Where You Can Get More Information
Benton/Camden Chamber of Commerce
202 West Main Street
Camden, Tennessee 38320
731-584-8395 or 1-877-584-8395
Hardin County Convention & Visitors Bureau
507 Main Street
Savannah, Tennessee 38372
731-925-2364 or 1-800-552-3866
www.tourhardincnty.org
Colbert County Tourism & Convention Bureau
P.O. Box 740425
Tuscumbia, Alabama 35674
256-383-0783 or 1-800-344-0783
www.colbertcountytourism.org
Florence/Lauderdale Tourism
1 Hightower Place
Florence, Alabama 35630
256-740-4141 or 1-888-356-8687
www.flo-tour.org
Decatur Convention & Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 2349, 719 6th Avenue SE
Decatur, Alabama 35602-2349
256-350-2028 or 1-800-524-6181
North Alabama Tourism
P.O. Box 1075
Mooresville, Alabama 35649
256-350-3500 or 1-800-648-5381
Huntsville/Madison County Convention & Visitors Bureau
500 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
256-551-2230 or 1-800-772-2348
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Marshall County Convention & Tourist Bureau
P.O. Box 711
Guntersville, Alabama 35976
256-582-7015 or 1-800-582-6282

Where You Can Get More Information
Greater Jackson County Chamber of Commerce
407 E. Willow Street
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768
256-259-5500 or 1-800-259-5508
www.jacksoncountychamber.com
Chattanooga Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
2 Broad Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
423-756-8687 or 1-800-322-3344
Chamber of Commerce
384 Front Street, P.O. Box 355
Spring City, Tennessee 37381
423-365-5210
Dayton-Rhea County Economic & Tourism Council
P.O. Box 634
Dayton, Tennessee 37321
423-775-6171
Roane County Tourism Bureau
1209 Kentucky Street
Kingston, Tennessee 37763
865-376-4201 or 1-800-386-4686
Loudon County Visitors Bureau
1075 Hwy. 321 N.
Lenoir City, Tennessee 37771
865-986-6822 or 865-458-2067
Monroe County Tourism Council
4765 Highway 68
Madisonville, Tennessee 37354
423-442-9147 or 1-800-245-5428
www.monroecounty.com
Knoxville Tourism & Sports Corporation
601 W. Summit Hill
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
865-523-7263 or 1-800-727-8045
www.knoxtsc.com
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Where You Can Get More Information
The Land Between The Lakes Recreational Area (LBL) borders the
Tennessee River from Mile 25.3 to Mile 66.2. This peninsula between Lake
Barkley and Kentucky Lake offers 170,000 acres of splendid outdoor recreational opportunities and scenic beauty. The LBL has special exhibit areas,
a visitor center and a year around schedule of events. Contact:
The Land Between The Lakes
100 Van Morgan Drive
Golden Pond, Kentucky 42211-9001
270-924-2000
Here’s a list of state parks that are directly on the Tennessee River:
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park
P.O. Box 69
Gilbertsville, Kentucky 42044
270-362-4271 or 1-800-325-0146
Kenlake State Resort Park
542 Kenlake Road
Hardin, Kentucky 42048
270-474-2211
Paris Landing State Resort Park
400 Lodge Road
Buchanan, Tennessee 38222
731-642-4311 or 1-800-250-8614
Pickwick Landing State Resort Park
P.O. Box 15
Pickwick Dam, Tennessee 38365
731-689-3129 or 1-800-250-8615
Joe Wheeler State Park
201 McLean Drive
Rogersville, Alabama 35652
256-247-5461
Lake Guntersville State Park
1155 Lodge Drive
Guntersville, Alabama 35976-9126
256-571-5440 or 1-800-548-4553
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Harrison Bay State Recreational Park
8411 Harrison Bay Road
Harrison, Tennessee 37341
423-344-6214

Where You Can Get More Information
If this book has been helpful, you should know about the other two
CruiseGuides written and published by Fred Myers. They are ideal companions
to use with the official charts.
The Cumberland River CruiseGuide is your passport to
one of America’s most undiscovered rivers. Emptying into
the Ohio River and paralleling the Tennessee River for
more than 60 miles, the Cumberland’s 352-mile navigation channel extends eastward to give boaters access to
Nashville, Music City U.S.A. Beyond Nashville, the river
offers many scenic treats as it skirts the western edge of
the Cumberland Plateau. This is the only cruising guide
devoted exclusively to the Cumberland.

The Tenn-Tom Nitty-Gritty CruiseGuide strips away
confusion, misinformation and rumors to reveal what boaters really want to know about the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway. The Tenn-Tom, as it’s usually called, is the
450-mile link between the Tennessee River and the Gulf
Coast. From northern Mississippi to southern Alabama,
you will find the Tenn-Tom to be one of the Nation’s
most unique stretches of navigable water. You will want
this book beside you for every mile of it.
See page 4 for information on how to order these books.

All three CruiseGuides have the same easy to use format and spiral binding for convenient handling and there is no advertising.
Fred gathers all information in person, runs every mile of the river and checks
every marina by water before publishing a new edition. He continually visits
the marinas and cruises the water between editions. His first commitment is
to help cruising boaters have a safe and interesting adventure as they explore
what’s considered some of the finest cruising water in the Nation. Feel free to
contact him directly with your questions or comments.

For the latest update information and other information written by Fred, access
www.rivercruiseguides.com

Fred is available for lectures and instruction to associations, yacht clubs, educational institutions and other organizations concerned with recreational interests
on the inland river system. To discuss the possibilities, call him at 256-7664802 or send e-mail to: writerfred@aol.com
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Tennessee River CruiseGuide Fifth Edition
Updates to March 20,2007
The following information applies only to the fifth edition of the "Tennessee River
CruiseGuide" the last edition to be published.
REFERENCE SECTION
Because of budget cuts, lockage of recreational craft through Melton Hill Dam at Mile
23.1 on the Clinch River is limited to certain weekends. For more information, call the
lock operator at Fort Loudoun Lock.
The hours of operation for Fort Loudoun Lock at Mile 602.3 have been changed. The
lock is now open from 9AM until 9PM daily, May 1 through October 31, and from
10AM until 10PM daily, November 1 through April 30.
After years of study, the Tennessee Valley Authority changed its water release procedure
in 2004. Now, the summer pool level is reached in late May and maintained through
Labor Day after which it's steadily dropped until the winter pool level is reached.
The water, however, isn't uniformly dropped in all of the river's nine main reservoirs.
Except in extreme situations, the water levels on Wilson Lake, Guntersville Lake and
Nickajack Lake stay about the same all year. Also, depending on the need to maintain
proper streamflow, there may be some temporary variations in summer pool levels.
CRUISE SECTION
MILE 0.0
The Big "E" Marina in Paducah no longer exists. Southbound boaters refueling at Kidd's
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on the Mississippi River can't refuel again until they reach
Kentucky Dam Marina immediately above Kentucky Lock & Dam on the Tennessee
River, a distance of 122 miles. If they wish to access the Tennessee River via the
Cumberland River, they can't refuel until they reach Green Turtle Bay Marina
immediately above Barkley Lock & Dam, a distance of 143 miles.
MILE 41.9
Kenlake State Park Marina has become a more attractive and convenient stop for
transients. Two years ago, eight 40X18-foot transient slips were added. This past winter,
890 feet of new dockage was built, much of which will be available for use by transient
boaters. Two new pumpout stations are also being added.
In the meantime, the upstairs of the ship's store barge with more than 4,000 square feet of
space is being converted into a combination restaurant, gathering place and entertainment
center for those staying at or visiting the marina. It will be open on or about Memorial
Day, this year. The barge, built in 1972, was originally used by the Corps of Engineers to
house workers during construction of Barkley Lock & Dam.

Tennesssee River CruiseGuide 5th Edition Updates to March 20, 2007
MILE 135.0
Not all of the full width of the channel leading to Perryville Marina is passable by larger
boats, particularly when Kentucky Lake is at or near winter pool level. Be sure you
contact the marina for specific directions before attempting to enter this marina.
MILE 171.8
Saltillo Marina is no longer in operation.
MILE 256.1
In late 2005, new owners of Mystic Harbor Marina reinstated the original name of the
facility, Florence Harbor Marina, and reopened the restaurant to make this a significantly
better stop for transient boaters.
Nearby downtown Florence has new restaurants. Also, new Walgreen's has opened and a
new Hampton Inn will have opened by late this year
MILE 272.3
The Point Restuarant no longer exists.
The nearby Doublehead Resort is now known as The Cove at Doublehead.
MILE 277.0
The fifty transient slips built in late 2004 in front of the lodge at Joe Wheeler State Park
Marina has made this facility an even more popular destination during the summer and
fall cruising seasons.
MILE 378.0
The channel leading from the main river back to Goose Pond Marina has been deepened
to provide at least seven feet of water. Also, the fuel dock has been reconfigured to
provide more transient slips.
MILE 431.2
New owners of Nickajack Resort & Marina changed the name back to Hales Bar Marina.
Major improvements include a breakwater, new transient slips and a relocated fuel dock.
MILE 463.6
Chattanooga's impressive downtown riverside development was completed in early 2005.
The new saltwater aquarium next door to the fresh water aquarium is open as are an
increasing number of shops and restaurants within four blocks of the riverfront. New
walkways now link the riverfront with the art and museum district and the Walnut Street
pedestrian bridge that spans the river.
Most important, considerable dockage is now available to transient boaters. MarineMax
is operating the docks for the city. To reserve space, call them at 423-266-1316. Also,
MarineMax answers on VHF channel 16.

Tennesssee River CruiseGuide 5th Edition Updates to March 20, 2007
Caution: A 650-foot permanent concrete dock known as the Terrace Dock is much better
suited for large passenger type boats and offers virtually no wake protection for small
boats. For that reason, insist on getting space on one of the floating docks when you make
a reservation.
HIWASSEE RIVER
MILE 12.9
A nicely appointed year around restaurant plus a detached open air restaurant are open
during the summer at B&B Marina. Eight transient slips with 20-foot fingers have been
added that can accommodate boats up to about 38 feet. Two larger transient locations are
usually available. Space is very limited in this marina. So if you plan to stay overnight,
call first to check availability.
MILE 504.4
Bluewater Campground & Boat Dock now has a much larger and considerably sturdier
fuel dock. Plans call for slips to be added, including one or two for transient boaters.
MILE 544.9
After several years of uncertainty and erratic operation, Terrace View Marina reopened in
2005 under new ownership. Improvements include new docks and a breakwater. On the
premises are a restaurant, swimming pool and motel. If you are going upriver, turn to port
at MILE 544.9 and go a quarter mile up Rector Branch. For more information, call 423365-6060 or go to www.terraceviewmarina.com
LITTLE TENNESSEE RIVER
MILE 18.8
Construction is well under way on a repair facility with an 80-ton lift in the area between
the railroad bridge and the U.S. 411 bridge. The facility is scheduled to be operational by
early summer.
MILE 19.2
The small and unsteady dock at the Sequoyah Museum has been replaced by a well
secured 50-foot dock.
MILE 616.1
Concord Marina has been completely rebuilt and now includes a multi-million dollar
restaurant. Facilities for accommodating transient boats, however, are limited. Call 865966-5381 for more information.
MILE 647.3
If you want to have a exciting time in Knoxville you may want to be there during a home
football weekend and witness the famous "Volunteer Navy," a mass of boats owned by
University of Tennessee football fans. But if all that activity both on and off the river isn't
to your liking, you may want to avoid those weekends. Even between those special
weekends, many cruising boaters visit the Knoxville area during this time of the year. So
reservations at any of the nearby marinas are strongly advised.

